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Foreword: 


The introduction to the Book of Jeremiah, as stated in the Amplified Bible, goes like this. Quote: Introduction 
Named after Jeremiah, the priests and prophet, this book offers extensive information and insight into the 
religious and political atmosphere in Judah, during the last forty years before the destruction of Jerusalem in 
586 ac. Baruch, a faithful personal secretary of Jeremiah, very likely recorded these events and messages. 
More is known about the personal history of Jeremiah, than about any other prophet of the Old Testament. 
Nationally and internationally, the lifetime of Jeremiah was an eventful period. Judah under the rule of Josiah, 
experienced a political and religious revival, as the Assyrian kingdom declined and was terminated with the 
destruction of Nineveh in 612 gc. King Josiah, who ruled in Judah from 640-609 gc, exemplified a God-fearing 
leadership, and initiated a reformation, beginning on/about 633 gc. Jeremiah, who began his prophetic 
ministry about 627 gc, experienced the golden years of his ministry, until Josiah was killed in 609 g.c During 
the remaining years of the kingdom’s existence, Jeremiah had a difficult time. Once the king’s (Josiah’s) 
confidant and friend, Jeremiah now entered a round of persecution and imprisonment, alternating with brief 
periods of freedom. Defeating the Egyptians in 605 gc. at Carchemish, the Babylonians advanced to 
Jerusalem, taking hostages into exile. In 597 gc. they returned to take King Jehoiakim and some 10,000 Jews 
into captivity. Although Jeremiah advised submission to the Babylonians, the Jews rebelled, and in 586 gc. 
Jerusalem and its Temples were reduced to ruins. Throughout these years Jeremiah suffered persecution ~ 
but was divinely protected, to continue as God’s messenger, to warn the wicked and offer comfort to those 
who trusted in God. It is important to understand that the messages of Jeremiah are not arranged in 
chronological order. Consequently, the historical knowledge available in the Books of Kings and Chronicles, 
as well as in archaeological sources, are important for a better understanding of Jeremiah’s messages. 
Jeremiah continually warned that the temple would be destroyed. After the introduction in chapters 1-6, in 
which he portrays the sinful conditions prevailing in Judah, Jeremiah points out that the temple, the law, and 
the covenant, will not insure them against judgement. Jeremiah’s celibacy was a continual warning that 
judgement would come during his lifetime. After Josiah’s death, Jeremiah faced constant opposition from 
political and religious leaders. After Jerusalem was destroyed, Jeremiah chose to remain with the remnant 
and finally was taken with them when they fled into Egypt. Unquote. 

In discussing this book, references will be added, to give further information and understanding to the 
content, time, or place, of the event(s) being described, as well as my comments. 

In this context, we must understand that references to “Israel” refers to the 10 rebellious tribes, who left the 
Nation of Israel and established their city in Samaria, and “Judah”, represents the two tribes (the Levites and 
the tribe of Judah) who remained in Jerusalem, faithful to the word of God. 

Some areas will be shaded, and these are prophetic utterances for specific times on the Spiritual calendar. 


Verse codes Timeline description 
A After the Millennium 
D The Diaspora of the Jews to many nations 
F The First Coming (Birth & Life of Jesus Christ) 
| Israel 
LD Last Days 
M Millennium 
R Rapture ~ Jesus appearing in the clouds to claim His saints 
S Second Coming ~ back to earth 
T Tribulation 


Chapter One: The Calling of Jeremiah 


1. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


The words of Jeremiah the son of 

1Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth?, in the land of Benjamin. The Tribe of Levi was split up 
and priests were sent out into each of the tribes, to minister to the people, and to perform their 
functions before God Almighty, on behalf of the people. 

To whom the Word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah? the king of Judah, in the *thirteenth year of 
his reign. 

It came also in the days of Jehoiakim®, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah®, the son of Josiah, king of Judah ’unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the 
fifth month. 

Then the Word of the Lord came to me saying, 

“Before | °formed you in the belly, | knew you; and °before you came forth out of the womb, | sanctified 
you, and | 7°ordained you a prophet “unto the nations. God Almighty decided that Jeremiah was going 
to be a prophet to the nations, even before he was conceived in his mother’s womb. God’s plans are 
perfect, and God (not man) does the “ordination” of those He chooses to be His chosen servants. 
Then | said; “Ah, Lord God! behold | cannot speak; for | ama child.” 


For many are called ~ and few are chosen, and even among the chosen, some people have doubts. Like 
Moses, Jeremiah is making excuses; unlike Samuel, who accepted his calling as a priest & prophet, 
from an early age. 

But the Lord said unto me, say not, | ama child; for you shall go to all that | shall send you, and 
whatsoever | command you, that you shall speak. We all must recognise that when God calls us into 
ministry, to do a job for His glory, that He has already equipped us with the necessary tools, skills, and 
qualifications, to do the work He has chosen for us to do. God Almighty never sends a person out to 
fail in his calling. Even though some do fail, because of doubt, it was never God’s intention, because it 
is a bad witness for Him. 

Be not afraid of their faces: for | AM with you, to deliver you, says the Lord. When you are obedient to 
your calling, and accept the responsibility, that God has placed upon your life, God Almighty becomes 
your employer. You become His responsibility, to make sure that His plans come to pass. 

Then the “Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me, | have put MY 
Words in your mouth. 


Here we see that God Almighty outlines the 


Job description of Jeremiah, not only to Nations, but also to Kings, to be a sign of righteousness, and 


1 Ezekiel 1:3 7 Jeremiah 52:12,15 13 Matthew 28:20 

2 Jeremiah 29:27 § Galatians 1:15 14 Ezekiel 2:9 & 8:3 

32 Kings 22:1 ° Luke 1:15 15 Isaiah 6:7 

4 Jeremiah 25:3 & 36:2 10 [Hebrew]~ gave 16 BFP Convention, May 1995, Germany 
52 Kings 23:36 4 Jeremiah 25:15-29 & chapts. 46-51 

62 Kings 24:18 12 Exodus 4:10, Isaiah 6:5 


13. 


to deal with anything or anyone, who does not obey the word of the Lord. He also gave him the 
authority to build and/or plant as instructed by the Lord. This also means that God Almighty would 
provide him with the necessary skilled labour and finances to do what He has been commanded to 
achieve. Many people in ministry today accept the calling upon their lives, and even layout the plans 
that God has called them to do, but fail, because they refuse to acknowledge that God will provide the 
funds and the skilled persons to build whatever has been asked of them. They waste valuable time and 
effort trying to raise the money themselves. This is NOT God’s way! 

Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what do you see? And | said, | see the 
rod of an almond tree. 

Then the Lord said to me; You have seen well, for | will hasten my word to perform it. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


Then the Lord said to me; ?Out of the north and evil *shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the 
land. 

For, lo, | will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, says the Lord; and they shall come, and 
they shall set everyone their throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls 
thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah. God Almighty tells Jeremiah the plans for battle 
and that all-of the kingdoms of the north shall arise and come down against Jerusalem and besiege it, 
and all-of the cities of Judah. 

And °I will utter my judgements against them, touching all their wickedness [both known and hidden], 
who have forsaken me and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their 
own hands. Today, many Christians, worship “other gods” without even realising it. They worship 
“sport’s teams”, “their careers”, “their homes”, “their families”, and even “things made” with “their 
own hands”. Jesus said that if you love your mother or father more than me, then you are not worthy 
of me. It is time to get back to basics ~ to repentance, and to the knowledge of Jesus Christ; as the 
prime focus in our lives, both individually and also corporately. Our love for our church cannot be 
greater than our love for Jesus Christ. No church on earth, has gone to the cross for your salvation. 
Selah! Stop! Pause! And think about that! Only Jesus has done that!!! 

You, therefore, gird up your loins, and arise, all that | command you: ’be not dismayed at their faces, 
lest confound thee before them. 

For, behold, | have made you this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the 
whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land. God Almighty tells Jeremiah that He has made him to be as an 
impregnable fortress, (He has placed the full armour of God upon Him), and not even Kings, Princes or 
Priests can successfully attack him. 

And they shall fight against thee: but they shall not prevail against thee: for | AM with thee, says the 
Lord, to deliver thee. Now Jeremiah has to put his trust and faith in God Almighty into action, to see 
that what God says He will do, actually comes to pass. And when it does, then He will know that the 
Lord is on his side and is his protector. 


Chapter Two: God expostulates with the Jews causeless revolt 


1. Moreover®, the Word of the Lord came to me, saying; 
Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, thus says the Lord; | remember *you, the kindness of ?°your 
youth, *!the love of thine espousals, when you went after me 77in the wilderness, in a land that was not 
sown. 

1 Job 41:20 6 Jeremiah 4:12 9 [Hebrew] ~ for thy sake 

[Hebrew] ~ from the face of the 7 Jeremiah 1:8 10 Psalm 129:1 

north 8 Sometimes chapter headings are in 11 Ezekiel 16:8, 22, 43, 60 

3 Jeremiah 4:6, 6:1 & 10:22 the wrong place; this is a 12 Deuteronomy 8:2,3 

4 [Hebrew] ~ shall be opened continuation of the conversation 

5 Jeremiah 39:3 & 43:10 with the Lord in chapter 1. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


11srael was holiness unto the Lord, and ’the firstfruits of His increase; all that devour him shall-offend; 
evil shall come upon them, says the Lord. 

Hear ye the Word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. 

Thus, says the Lord; ?What iniquity have your fathers found in Me, that they are gone far from Me, and 
have walked after vanity, and are become vain? What have your fathers found in me, or my teachings, 
that caused them to turn their backs on me, and go and worship other gods? 

Neither say they; Where is the Lord that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the 
wilderness, through the land of deserts and of pits, through the land of drought, and of the shadows of 
death, through a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt? Have they forgotten so 
easily what | have already done for them? Have they forgotten so easily the miracles in Egypt and the 
parting of the Red Sea, and that they were fed in the wilderness for forty years, that their clothes did 
not wear out and there was no sickness? Have they forgotten so easily? 

And | brought you into “a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but when 
you entered, you defiled my land, and made mine inheritance an abomination. | brought you out of 
the wilderness, into the land of Carmel, a land rich in fruit and every goodness, but you defiled my land 
and my inheritance and have turned it into an abomination ~ something | cannot accept, something | 
can no longer bless. You have repaid my blessings with evil. 

The priests say not; Where is the Lord? And °they that handle the law knew me not: ’the pastors also 
transgressed against me, and ®the prophets prophesied by Baal and walked after things that do not 
profit. Notice in this verse, God Almighty makes a clear distinction between the “Priests” and the 
“Makers and the Administrators of the law”, the “Pastors”, and the “Prophets”. In other translations 
this is also made clear by saying the “Priests”, the “Judges and Lawyers” (who handle the law), and the 
“Pastors” (Shepherds and secular leaders) and the “Prophets.” Here is one of the first clear examples 
of the roles of the Levitical Priesthood. The “Priests”, whose responsibility is to minister unto God, and 
the “Pastors” (shepherds and secular leaders) whose responsibility is to care for the sheep under their 
care. 

Wherefore | will plead with you, says the Lord, and with your children’s children will | plead. God 
Almighty says He will plead with this generation (you), but He will not plead with your children. He will 
skip a whole generation, and plead next with your grandchildren. That is a warning for every 
generation! 

For pass 7°over the isles of “Chittim, and sea; and send unto ?*Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if 
there be sucha thing. 

Has a nation changed their gods, “which are yet no gods? But my people have changed their glory 
for that which does not profit. God asks the people to go and survey the land and the seas, and tell 
Him; Have you ever seen a nation that changes from following Me (the real God) and then follows after 
their gods, (made by human hands) which have eyes which cannot see, ears which cannot hear, and a 
mouth which cannot speak? You have given up your glory for another thing’ which is of no profit to 
you (because it is evil!) 

Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be you very desolate, says the Lord. The 
Lord actually speaks to the heavens, and draws their attention to this situation, and then says to the 
heavens, you be horribly afraid and very desolate. God is warning of upcoming events. 

For MY people have committed two evils; they have forsaken Me, the fountains of living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, which can hold no water. Here God makes the comparison; 
He is the “living water” that Jesus referred to in John chapter 4:10, and they are the broken cisterns, 
which cannot even hold any type of water, which means they will always be thirsty, and never satisfied 
with what they have. 


1 Exodus 28:36 6 Jeremiah 18:18 12 Isaiah 60:7 

2 James 1:18 7 Jeremiah 3:15 & 10:21 13 Micah 4:5 

3 Isaiah 5:44, Micah 6:3 8 Jeremiah 23:13 14 Isaiah 37:19 & Jeremiah 16:20 
4 [Hebrew ~ the land of Carmel] 9 Jeremiah 2:35, Ezekiel 17:20, & 15 Jeremiah 17:13 


5 Leviticus 18:25 & Jeremiah 3:1 & 20:35-36, & Micah 6:2 
16:18 10 [Hebrew] ~ over to 


11 Genesis 10:4 


Is Israel a servant? Is he a homeborn slave? Why is he ‘spoiled? 

God said He would make Israel a holy nation, the apple of His eye. But now He is asking: Are you a 
slave? Were you born as a Slave? Why are you spoiled [Hebrew ~ meaning rotten ~ of no use]? 

?The young lions roared upon him, and *yelled, and made his land waste: his cities are burned without 


And the children of “Noph and *Tahapanes °have broken the crown of thine head. The inhabitants of 
two ancient Egyptian cities have come and taken control of your cities and are bleeding your nation 


Have you not procured this unto yourself, in that you have forsaken the Lord they God, when He led 
thee by the way? Don’t you get it yet? Don’t you understand what you have done? You have forsaken 
the Lord your God, the faithful one who led you, and fed you in the wilderness. 

And now 7what have you to do in the ways of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? Or what have you to 
do in the ways of Assyria, to drink the waters of ®the river? Are you going to join yourself to Egypt, to 
work for your food, from the seeds planted beside the Sihor (the River Nile), and also pay taxes to the 
Assyrian Army’s appointed local leaders? Are you going to enslave yourself once again, after | have 


Your own wickedness shall correct you; and your backsliding shall reprove you: know therefore and see 
that it is a bitter and evil thing, that you have forsaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in you, 
says the Lord God of Hosts. God Almighty delivers a terrible admonishment against the nation of Israel 
through the Prophet Jeremiah. For your actions there will be consequences, and this is because you 
no longer have a reverential fear of the Lord God of Hosts. You are now outside the covenant that | 


For old times (sake) | have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and you said; | will not °transgress; 
while ?°upon every high hill and under every green tree you have wandered *playing the harlot. 
Because of the righteous people who came before you, | have broken your yoke of sin, and burst the 
bands which kept you in bondage, and you came before Me, and made an oath that you would serve 
no other gods, but you, O Israel, (my wife) you have played the harlot, by establishing places to worship 


14. 
15. 
16. 
inhabitants. 
17. 
dry. 
18. 
19. 
already freed you from slavery in Egypt? 
20. 
made with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and Joshua. 
21. 
other gods, on every high hill and under every green tree. 
22. 


1 [Hebrew] ~ become a spoil~ 
rotten, of no use. 

* Isaiah 5:29 

3 [Hebrew ~ gave out their 


4 Noph, was the Hebrew name 
for the ancient Egyptian city 
of Memphis 


Yet | had planted you as 77a noble vine, wholly a right seed; how then have you turned into a degenerate 
plant of a strange vine unto me? God Almighty proclaims that the nation of Israel was planted as a 
perfect vine, from a perfect seed, but then asks who come you have turned into a wild vine, which 
produces degenerate fruit? It is because of your rebellion and sin. 


overflow of this river 
throughout the land, and 
includes corn, flax, paper, 
&c. with which Egypt 
abounded; and when this is 
said to be "by great waters", 
the meaning either is, that it 
grew by great waters, the 


located on Lake Manzala 
on the Tanitic branch of 
the Nile, about 26 km 
(16 miles) from 
Pelusium. The site is now 
situated on the Suez 
Canal. 

® [Hebrew ~ feed on thy crown] 

7 Isaiah 30:1-2 & Jeremiah 


voice] 


° Tahpanhes (also 
transliterated Tahapanes 
or Tehaphnehes; 
Hebrew: onjonn 
(Tahpanhés); known by 
the Ancient Greeks as 
the (Pelusian) Daphnae 
(Ancient Greek: Adq@val 
ai MnAovoial) and 
Taphnas (Ta@vas) in the 
Septuagint, now Tell 
Defenneh) was a city in 
ancient Egypt. It was 


31:1, 36:6 

Sihor is the river Nile in 
Egypt; it had its name from 
the black colour of its 
waters, as in Jeremiah 

2:18 hence called by the 
Greeks “Melas”, and by the 
Latins “Melo”~ the "seed" of 
it intends what was sown 
and grew upon the banks of 
it, or was nourished by the 


waters of the Nile, and 
through the influence of 
them; or that it came by 
great waters to Tyre; that is, 
by the waters of the sea, the 
Mediterranean Sea: 

8 Genesis 31:21 

° [Hebrew] ~ serve 

10 Jeremiah 17:2 

11 Jeremiah 3:6 

12 Isaiah 5:2 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


For though you wash yourselves with ‘nitre, and use much soap, yet your iniquity is marked before you, 
says the Lord. Even if you wash yourselves with bicarbonate of soda, and use plenty of soap, you cannot 
wash off the sin which is ever before me, says the Lord. 

How then can you say | am not polluted and | have not gone after Baalim? See your way 7in the valley, 
know what you have done; *you are a swift dromedary traversing her ways; How can you possibly say 
that you have not rebelled and sinned against me, by worshipping Baalim? Look at yourself, look where 
you are in this valley, you are acting like a wild dromedary in season, racing around looking for a mate. 
4A wild ass, °used to the wilderness, that sniffs up the wind in ®her pleasure; in her occasion who can 
7turn her away? All that seek her will not weary themselves; in her month they shall find her. You have 
the untamed and reckless nature of a wild donkey, used to the desert, in her season, sniffing the wind 
for the scent of a male. In her mating season who can restrain her? No males seeking her need weary 
themselves; in her month, they will find her seeking them. 

withhold thy foot from being unshod, and they throat from thirst; but you said; °There is no hope; no; for 
| have loved strangers and after them | will go. Cease your mad running after other gods and 
worshipping idols, because that gets you nothing but injury and bitterness. Don’t allow your feet to be 
trapped and enslaved with their lies, and don’t become thirsty for their unquenchable water. But you 
say; “It is hopeless! | have loved strangers and foreigners, so after them | will go”. 

As a thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, 
and their priests, and their prophets. A thief is aahamed when he is caught out, and now so is the whole 
house of Israel, everyone, including their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets. 

Saying to 9a stock, “Thou are my father”; and to a stone, “Thou has ?°brought me forth”; for they have 
turned their back on me, and not their face; but in the time of the trouble they will say, “Arise and save 
us”. You say to a tree; “You are my father”, and to an idol carved from stone; “You have begotten me”; 
for they have turned the tender part of their neck away from me, and they no longer turn their faces 
towards me; but in their time of trials and troubles they will turn and say to me; “Arise and save us”. 
But 11where are our gods that made thee? Let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of your “*trouble; 
13for according to the number of your cities are your gods, O Judah. But where are the gods that you 
have been worshipping? Let them arise (if they can) and deliver you from this evil that you got yourself 
into. For you have as many gods in Judah as you have cities. 

Wherefore will you plead with me? You all have transgressed against me, says the Lord. Why do you 
come crying to me? Don’t you know that you have sinned and turned away from me? 

In vain “have I smitten your children; they received no correction; *your own sword has devoured your 
prophets, like a destroying lion. \n vain | have smitten your children, because they have received no 
discipline and no correction from their families; your own swords have killed your prophets, the ones 
that | sent to you; you have ripped them apart lion a roaring lion. 

O generation, see ye the Word of the Lord. Have | been a wilderness unto Israel? A land of darkness? 
Wherefore says my people; We are lords; we will no longer come unto thee. O Generation of Israel, 
search the Word of the Lord and answer these questions; Have | not been with you in the wilderness? 
Did | keep you in the dark? NO! | revealed everything to you through my prophets; but you say we have 
dominion over our own lives, we are lords, and we will not follow you any longer. 


1 Hebrew] means ~ 
Nitre [N] [S] ( Proverbs 
25:20 ; RSV marg., "soda"), 
properly "natron," a 
substance so called because, 
rising from the bottom of 
the Lake Natron in Egypt, it 
becomes dry and hard in the 
sun, and is the soda which 
effervesces when vinegar is 
poured on it. It isa 


carbonate of soda, not 
saltpetre, which the word 
generally denotes ( Jeremiah 
2:22 ; RSV "lye"). 
2 Jeremiah 7:31-32, 19:2,6 
3 [Hebrew] ~ O- swift 
dromedary 
4 [Hebrew] ~ O wild ass 
° [Hebrew] ~ taught 
6 [Hebrew] ~ the desire of her 
heart 


7 [Hebrew] ~ reverse it 

8 [Hebrew] ~ Is the case 
desperate 

° Jeremiah 3:9 

10 [Hebrew] ~ has begotten me 

11 Deuteronomy 32:37 

? [Hebrew] ~ evil 

13 Jeremiah 11:13 

44 Isaiah 1:5 

15 2 Chronicles 36:16 

16 [Hebrew] ~ we have 
dominion 


33. 


34, 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 


Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? Yet my people have forgotten me days without 
number. Can a maiden forget her jewellery, or a bride forget her wedding dress? NO! But my people 
have forgotten me a long time ago and turned their backs on me. 

Why trimmest thou your way to seek love? Therefore, have you also taught the wicked ones your ways? 
Why do you dress like that to seek adulterous love? Therefore, because of your actions, you have even 
taught wicked women new evilness, by your degrading and perverted actions. 

Also, in your skirts is found *the blood of the souls of the poor innocents; | have not found it by *secret 
search, but upon all these. On your clothes is the innocent blood of the poor souls you have destroyed; 
| did not have to break into your houses to find this evidence, for it is in plain view by your actions and 
attitudes, every day as your worship these idols, and by doing so, you profane my name. 

Yet the whole nation says, because | am innocent, surely his anger shall turn from me. Behold *I will 
plead with thee, because you say | have not sinned. \|srael, you blindly say that you are innocent, (you 
refuse to acknowledge your sins), and you say because you are innocent, God will turn His anger away 
from us. But that is not the case; | will bring you to judgement, and | will plead against you ~ not for 
you, because your sin is great. 

Why do you gad about so much to change your ways? You shall be also ashamed of Egypt as you were 
of Assyria. Why do you wander aimlessly about wanting to change your ways? You shall be put to 
shame by both Egypt and Assyria, because of your sinful actions. 

Yes, you shall go forth from him, and *thine hands upon thine head: for the Lord has rejected your 
confidences, and you shall not prosper in them. And you shall go forth out of Egypt, with your hands 
upon your heads, for the Lord has rejected you as a nation (for the present time ~ because of your 
misdeeds), and you shall not prosper in them. 


Chapter Three: The Promises of the Gospel to the Penitent 


1. 


They say, °if a man puts away his wife, and she goes from him, and becomes another man’s, shall he 
return unto her again? Shall not that ®land be greatly polluted? But you have played the harlot with 
many lovers; yet return (again) to me, says the Lord. There is a saying that if a man puts away his wife 
and she goes and becomes another man’s wife; would that man welcome her back again? Of course 
not! Any land which does allow this would be greatly polluted. But O Israel — (my wife), you have played 
the harlot with many lovers, but would you return to me, or even think of returning to me? 

Lift up your eyes unto ’the high places, and see where thou have not been lien with. ?In the ways have 
you sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness; and you have polluted the land with your whoredoms 
and with your wickedness. Lift up your eyes to the hilltops and see, is there any place where have you 
not been adulterous and not lain with lovers? Even by the wayside you have sat waiting in your finery, 
waiting eagerly to trap lovers into idolatry. Like an Arabian (a desert tribesman), who waits to plunder 
you and rob you that have polluted the land with your vile harlotry and your wickedness, your 
unfaithfulness and disobedience to God (your husband). 

Therefore, 7the showers have been withheld and there is no “latter rain; and you have a whore’s 
forehead, you refuse to be ashamed. Therefore, (because of your actions) |, the Lord, have withheld 
the rain showers, and there shall be no latter rain for you. And like all people who enter into harlotry, 
you have a whore’s forehead (a thick skull), and you refuse to admit and be ashamed for your sins. 


1 Psalm 106:38, Jeremiah 19:4 property belonging to be a mistranslation, as other 
* [Hebrew] ~ digging another person until a debt translation uses the word 
* Isaiah 59:4 owed is discharged. "they “Lain”. ] 
Samuel 13:19 shall be entitled to a lien on ° Genesis 38:14 

Deuteronomy 24:3-4 any lot sold" ~"make sure *° Jeremiah 14:22 


6 Jeremiah 2:7 

7 Jeremiah 4:11, 7:29 

® Lien; ~ Noun used in Law; a 
right to keep possession of 


there are no liens against the ** Job 29:23 
carriage" - "they may assert a 
lien claim on your property. 
[In this verse it is thought to 
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Will you not from this time cry out to me? My father, you are the guide of my youth? Have you not just 
cried out to Me? My father, you were my guiding light in my youth? 

tWill he reserve his anger forever? Will he keep it until the end? Behold, you have spoken and done evil 
things, as you could. Will the Lord withhold his anger forever? Will he keep it until the end time 
judgement? Behold, O Israel, you have spoken and done evil things, whenever and wherever you could. 
The Lord said also unto me, in the days of Josiah, the king. Have you seen that which backsliding Israel 
has done? ?She is going up upon every high mountain, and under green tree, and there played the 
harlot. In the days of Josiah, King of Judah, the Lord also said to me; Have you seen what Israel is doing? 
She is backsliding away from me, and going up to every high mountain, and under every green tree, 
and is committing adultery against me. 

And | said after she had done all-of these things; Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her 
3treacherous 4sister, Judah saw it. And | said unto Israel, after shew had done all-of these terrible 
things; “Return once again unto me”, but she refused! And her treacherous sister, Judah saw what she 
had done. 

And | saw when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery, | had put her away, 
and given her °a Bill of Divorce; yet here treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the 
harlot also. Many think that God does not punish his chosen people, but here is a clear example of God 
Almighty (the husband) giving a Bill of Divorcement to Israel (His wife), because she has committed 
adultery by going after “other gods”. And it is interesting to note that, even in this situation, Judah (the 
rebellious sister) had lost their reverential fear of the Lord, and went and also committed adultery 
against the Lord ina similar manner. 

And it came to pass that through the ‘lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land and 
committed adultery with ’stones and with stocks. And it came to pass that through her frivolity and 
her harlotry, she (Israel) defiled the land, and committed adultery with idols made of stone and of 
trees. 

And yet for all-of this here treacherous sister Judah has not turned unto me with her whole heart, but 
8feignedly, says the Lord. And even in this terrible situation, her treacherous sister (Judah) has refused 
to turn back to me with her whole heart, but has turned back to me in falsehood, says the Lord. 

And the Lord said unto me; The backsliding Israel has justified herself more that the treacherous Judah. 
And the Lord said to me that the backsliding and faithless Israel, has shown itself to be less guilty, than 
the falsehood of the treacherous Judah. It is interesting to note that God Almighty judges some sins to 
be more severe than others. The sins of treachery and falsehood are high on his list of more severe 
sins. 

Go and proclaim these words towards °the north and say; Return you backsliding Israel, says the Lord; 
And! will not cause my anger to fall upon you; for !am merciful, says the Lord, and | will not keep anger 
forever. 

10Only acknowledge your iniquity, that you have transgressed against the Lord thy God, and has 
scattered your ways (of harlotry) to the strangers under every green tree, and you have not obeyed my 
voice, says the Lord. All Israel has to do is acknowledge they have sinned against God, by practising 
their harlotry with every strange god, under every green tree, and you have not obeyed my voice, says 
the Lord. You have to come before me in humbleness of heart, both individually, and as a nation, and 
confess your sins, and that you have not obeyed my voice. 

[M] Turn, O backsliding children, says the Lord; for “41 am married unto you; and | will take you one of 
a city, and two of a family, and | will bring you to Zion. | will start selecting people who are worthy from 
each city and family to dwell with me in Zion. 


1 Psalm 103:9 ° Deuteronomy 24:1,3 1 Leviticus 26:40, & 

2 Jeremiah 2:20 5 [Hebrew] ~ fame Deuteronomy 23:1-2 

3 Isaiah 21:2 7 Jeremiah 2:27 1 Isaiah 54:5 & Jeremiah 31:32 
4 Ezekiel 16:46 and Jeremiah 8 [Hebrew] ~ in falsehood 


23:4 9 Jeremiah 1:13 
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[M] And | will give you pastors according to my heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. And | will call and ordain pastors for you who shall teach you correctly and give you 
knowledge with understanding, so that you do not stumble again. 

[M] And it shall come to pass, when you have been multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, 
says the Lord, they shall say no more, The Ark of the Covenant of the Lord; neither shall it *come to 
mind; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done anymore. They will no longer be following 
the Old Covenant, or visiting the Ark of the Covenant in the Temple, because they will now be under 
the New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31) in the presence of Jesus, Himself. 

[M] At that time, they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord; and 2all the nations shall be gathered 
unto it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem; neither shall they walk anymore after the “imagination 
of their evil heart. Jerusalem shall become the throne-room of the Lord. All-of the nations will want to 
come up the Jerusalem, the city ona hill, to worship the Lord most High there, and they shall put away 
all-of their stubbornness. 

[M] In those days the *house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together 
out of the land of °the north, that | have “given for an inheritance unto your fathers. At this time, all- 
of the twelve tribes of the nation of Israel shall be once again united. They shall come back to Israel 
from the north countries which God gave to Israel for an inheritance. 

But | said; How shall | put thee among the children and give thee a °pleasant land, °a goodly heritage 
of the hosts of nations? And | said; ?°Thou shall call me, My Father; and shall not turn away *1from me. 
And God said; How shall | put you among the nation’s children and give you the desire for a heritage 
of glory and beauty for the hosts of the nations? And Israel shall call me Father and they shall no longer 
turn away from me. 

Surely as a wife treacherously departs from her husband, so have you dealt treacherously with me, O 
House of Israel, says the Lord. As surely as a wife faithlessly and treacherously leaves her husband, so 
you have faithlessly and treacherously done the same to me O House of Israel, says the Lord. 

And a voice was heard upon ?3the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel; for 
they have perverted their way, and they have [eagerly] forgotten the Lord their God. 

+4Return you backsliding children, and | will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto you, because 
you are the Lord our God. This verse shows the mercy of God. Even though Israel has been unfaithful 
to God Almighty (their husband), He is prepared to receive them back to Himself as His wife again and 
heal their iniquities. All He wants is for Israel to declare in their hearts that He is their God. 

Truly in vain is salvation hoped for 15from the hills and from the multitude of mountains; truly in the 
Lord our God is the salvation of Israel. There is no hope of salvation in the false gods of the hills and 
the mountains. The only salvation for Israel is from God Almighty, for there is salvation in no-one else. 
For 16shame has devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their 
sons, and their daughters. The shame of Israel has blotted out the hard work of our forefathers; and 
their flocks & herds, as well as their sons and daughter are of no value to the Lord. 

We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covers us; for we have sinned against the Lord our God, 
we and our fathers, from our youth, even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our 
God. As a nation we lie down in our shame and confusion covers us like a blanket, for we have sinned 
against the Lord our God, we and our forefathers, from our youth even until this day, and we have not 
obeyed the voice of the Lord our God. 


1 [Hebrew] ~ come upon the 7 [Hebrew] caused your ? [Hebrew] ~ friend 


heart fathers to possess. 13 Isaiah 15:2 


* [Hebrew] ~ it be magnified 8 [Hebrew] ~ a land of desire M4 Jeremiah 1:14 
3 Isaiah 2:2-3 ° [Hebrew] ~ a heritage of 15 Psalm 121:1-2 
4 [Hebrew] Stubbornness glory or beauty 16 Jeremiah 11:13 
> Isaiah 11:13, Jeremiah 50:4 10 Isaiah 63:16 

5 Jeremiah 31:8 11 [Hebrew] ~ from after me 
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Chapter Four: Judah threatened with war 


If you will return, O Israel, says the Lord, *return unto me; and if you will put away your abominations 
out of my sight, then shall you not remove. If you return, O Israel, says the Lord, if you return to me; 
and if you give up your abominations completely out of my sight and not stray or waver. 

And you shall swear, The Lord lives, in truth, in judgement, and in righteousness; and ?the nations shall 
bless themselves in him, and in him shall they (give) glory. 

For thus says the Lord to the men of Judah and Jerusalem; “Break up your fallow ground, and °sow not 
among thorns. When Jesus was telling the people and his disciples about the parable of the sower, He 
was in fact reminding them of what the Prophet Jeremiah has already prophesied in the scriptures. 
Circumcise yourself to the Lord, and take away the fore-skins of your heart, you men of Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest my fury comes forth like fire, and burn than none can quench it, because 
of the evil of your doings. Dedicate yourselves back to the Lord, by circumcising your heart, you men 
of Judah and of Jerusalem, otherwise my fury shall descend upon you like an unquenchable fire, 
because of your sins and your evil practises. 

Declare you in Judah and publish in Jerusalem; and say, “Blow you the trumpet in the land”; cry, gather 
together and say, ““Assemble yourselves, and let us go into ’the defenced cities”. God Almighty 
commands Jeremiah to declare his proclamations in Judah and to publish them in Jerusalem, to sound 
the trumpet for the people to gather together, and for them to say, let us go to the defenced cities for 
our protection, [because in the next verse God Almighty make clear His intentions for His rebellious 
people.] 

Set up a standard towards Zion; ®retire, stay not; for | will bring evil from °the north and great 
1°destruction. Where there is evil God raises up a standard against them and in this case, God is raising 
up a standard against Zion, (Strengthen) retire (leave), do not stay for | will bring evil from the north 
and great destruction. God is warning them; “get out while you can, because | am bringing great 
judgement upon the cities in Judah”. 

“The Lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth 
from his place to make the land desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant. 
The lion has raised himself out of his lair, and the destroyer of the Gentile nations is coming forth, to 
make the land and the cities laid waste and in ruins, completely desolate, without a single inhabitant. 


A grievous lamentation for the miseries of Judah. 


8. For this, gird yourself with sackcloth, lament and howl; for the fierce anger of the Lord is not turned 
back from us. For this reason, gird up your loins in sackcloth, cry out, lament and howl, travail before 
the Lord, for the fierce anger of the Lord has not been withheld from us. 

9. And it shall come to pass at that day, says the Lord, that the heart of the king shall perish, and the heart 
of the princes, shall be astonished, and the prophets shall wonder. And at God’s appointed time, says 
the Lord that the understanding, faith, and trust of the king shall be brought to nothing, they shall all 
fail, and the prince’s faith shall also fail them, *%the priests shall be appalled and astonished, and the 
prophets shall be astounded and dazed with horror at the outcome. 

10. Then said I, Ah, Lord God! Surely you have greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying; You 
shall have peace; whereas the sword reaches unto the soul. Then | said; “Ah, Lord God! Surely you have 
greatly deceived this people and all-of Jerusalem, when you said that they would have peace, when all 
along you were planning to bring the sword upon their souls”. 

11. At that time, it shall be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A dry wind of the high places in the 
wilderness towards the daughter of my people, not to fan, nor to cleanse. At that time, it shall be said 

” Jeremiah 3:1 ® Jeremiah 8:14 1) Jeremiah 5:6 

21 Kings 14:15 7 Jeremiah 1:18 12 Isaiah 5:9, Jeremiah 6:11 

3 Psalm 72:17, Isaiah 65:16 8 [Hebrew] ~ strengthen 13° Missing from the KJV 

“ Hosea 10:12 ° Jeremiah 1:13 translation 

> Matthew 13:7,22 10 [Hebrew] ~ breaking 44 Kings 22:22 
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to the people and to Jerusalem; A dry wind is blowing from the high places in the wilderness towards 
the daughter of MY people, but it is not to fan them, or to cleanse them. 

Even 1a full wind from those places shall come unto me; now also will | 2give sentence against them. 
Even a full wind, (a hurricane) of their sins from those places shall come up to me; and | will issue utter 
judgement upon them. 

Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind; his horses are swifter than 
eagles. Woe unto Us! For we are spoiled. Behold, the destroyer of the nations from the north shall 
come up against you like clouds, and his chariots shall be like a whirlwind as they approach, with their 
horses being faster than eagles. Woe unto Us! For we are destroyed! 

O Jerusalem, wash your heart from wickedness, that you may be saved. How long shall these vain 
thoughts lodge within you? O Jerusalem, wash and cleanse your hearts from all-of your wickedness, 
that you may be saved from spiritual death. How long shall these vain thoughts of yours, remain within 
your hearts? 

For *a voice declares “from Dan, and publishes afflictions from Mount Ephraim. A voice of Judgement 
is declared from Dan (in the north) and published forth from Mount Ephraim (the mountain range that 
separates Israel from Judah). 

Make you mention to the nations; behold, publish against Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far 
country, and give out their voices against the cities of Judah. Proclaim to the surrounding nations; 
Behold publish this judgement against Jerusalem, that enemies from a far country are coming to 
destroy the cities of Judah. 

°As keepers of a field, are they against her round about; because she has been rebellious against Me, 
says the Lord? All-of the surrounding property owners are against Judah, because she has been 
rebellious against me, says the Lord. 

Your ways and your doings Shave procured these things unto thee; this is your wickedness, because it 
is bitter, because it reaches into your heart. As a result of your ways and your actions, you have bought 
this punishment upon yourselves; this wickedness is a bitter taste in your mouth, and it reaches deep 
down, right into your heart and your soul. 

7My Bowels! My Bowels! | am pained %at my heart! ?My heart makes a noise in me; | cannot hold my 
peace, because you have heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpets, the alarm for war. All-of the 
people are crying out it is not only the prophets. My guts are churning! My heart is troubled within me, 
the walls of my heart is crying out in pain and anguish, | cannot hold my peace any longer, because my 
soul has heard the sound of the trumpets, the alarm call for war. 

1°Nestruction upon destruction is cried out; for the whole land is spoiled; suddenly are my tents spoiled, 
and my curtains ina moment. Suddenly the people cry out that there is total destruction, for the whole 
land has been made worthless. All-of the households and their furnishings, everything is destroyed, as 
if hit by a tsunami. 

How long shall | see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet? Lord! How long must | wait 
seeing our standard, showing the way of escape and hear the sound of the trumpet, sounding our 
retreat? 

For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children, and they have no 
understanding; *they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge. My people are 
foolish, they have no knowledge of me in their hearts; They are like habitual drunkards, children 
without any understanding; They are always desiring to do evil, but they have no knowledge of what 
is good. 


1 [Hebrew] ~ a fuller wind than ° 2 Kings 25:1-4, Jeremiah 6:3 9 Isaiah 15:5 
those ~ a hurricane. § Psalm 107:17, Isaiah 50:1 10 Dsalm 42:7, Ezekiel 7:26 
* [Hebrew] ~ utter judgements 7 Isaiah 16:11, Habakkuk 3:16 11 Romans 16:19 
3 Jeremiah 8:16 8 [Hebrew] ~ at the walls of my 
4 Jeremiah 1:13 heart 
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| beheld the earth, and lo, it was ‘without form and void; and the heavens, and ?they had no light. And 
in the beginning the earth was without form and was void of all lifeforms, and there was no light in the 
heavens. 

| beheld ?the mountains, and lo, they trembled, and all-of the hills moved slightly. | looked and saw the 
mountains created by the Lord, and all-of the mountains and the hills trembled and moved slightly. 

| beheld, and lo, *there was no man, and all-of the birds of the heavens had fled. And | looked again, 
and lo there was no man on the earth, it was deserted, and all-of the birds of the air had fled. 

| beheld, and lo, the fruitful places were a wilderness, and all-of the cities were broken down at the 
presence of the Lord, and by His fierce anger. And | looked and all-of the vineyards and orchards were 
destroyed, like a wilderness, and the cities were broken into rubble, by the presence of the Lord, and 
by His fierce anger. 

For thus has the Lord said; The whole land shall be desolate; yet °will | not make a full end. The Lord 
has said; This whole land shall be desolate; but | will not completely destroy it. 

For this °shall the earth mourn; and the heavens above shall be black; because | have spoken it, | have 
purposed it, and ’will not repent, neither will | turn back from it. Because of this terrible sin, the earth 
shall mourn, and the heaven shall be covered in black darkness, because | have spoken it. | have made 
my decision, and | will not repent from it, neither will | turn back from it, or change my mind. 

The whole city shall flee from the noise of the horsemen and bowmen,; they shall go into thickets, and 
climb up upon the rocks; every city shall be forsaken, and not a man dwell therein. The whole city shall 
flee from the cavalry and the archers; they shall hide themselves in thickets and climb up upon the 
cliffs; every city shall be forsaken and not a single man shall dwell there. 

And when you are spoiled, what will you do? Though you clothe yourself with crimson, though you 
8deck yourself with ornaments of gold, though you rentest your face with painting, in vain shall you 
make yourself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, they will seek your life. And when you are despoiled, 
what will you do? Though you clothe yourself in crimson garments, and deck yourself with golden 
ornaments, and paint your eyes, to make yourself irresistible, your lovers will despise you, and want 
to kill you. 

For | have heard the voice as of 79a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that brings forth her 
first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewails her, that spread her hands, saying; Woe is me 
now! For my soul is wearied because of murders. For | heard a voice sounding like a woman in labour, 
travailing and in anguish, as she is giving birth with her first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, 
who screams out as she spreads forth her hands saying; Woe is me now! For my soul is weary from the 
sight of these murders. 


Chapter Five: God’s judgement on the Jews for their sins 


LT: Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in “the broad spaces 
thereof, 77if you can find a man, if there any that executes judgement, that seeks the truth, and | will 
pardon it. Run to and fro with the whole city, look in the parks and see if you can find any man that 
executes judgements, that seeks after the truth and | will pardon it. 

2. And *3though they say, The Lord lives; surely, they swear falsely. And although they say, the Lord 
lives, most assuredly, they swear falsely. 

3. O Lord, are not **your eyes upon the truth? You have stricken them, but they are not grieved; you have 
consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction;’’ they have made their faces harder than 
rock; they have refused to return. O Lord, don’t your eyes always search out the truth ~ even when it 

* Genesis 1:2 7 Numbers 23:19 & Jeremiah 13 Titus 1:16 

? Isaiah 5:30 7:16 14 Jeremiah 4:2 

3 Isaiah 5:25 8 Isaiah 61:10 15 Jeremiah 7:9 

4 Zephaniah 1:3 ° [Hebrew] ~ eyes 16 2 Chronicles 16:9 

> Jeremiah 5:10,18 & Jeremiah 10 Jeremiah 6:24 17 Isaiah 50:7 
6:3 11 The large parks 

® Hosea 4:3 12 Ezekiel 22:30 
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is hidden? You have stuck them, but they are not grieving nor are they remorseful, you have consumed 
them, but they refuse to receive correction; they have hardened their hearts and their faces are like 
rocks, and still, they refuse to return unto you. 

[\]Therefore, | said; Surely these are poor; they are foolish; for tthey know not the ways of the Lord, nor 
the judgement of their God. Because of these things, therefore | said; Surely these are poor and foolish 
people, for they do not know, or understand, the ways of the Lord; nor do they understand the 
judgement of their God. 

[I] / will get me unto the great men, and will speak to them; for they have known the ways of the Lord, 
and the judgements of their God, but these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds. | will 
now go to their leaders and speak to them, for they know the ways of the Lord and they know the 
judgements and punishments which occur because of sin; but they have also rejected their God. 

[!] Wherefore 2a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and ?a wolf of the “evening shall spoil them, °a 
leopard shall watch over their cities; everyone that goes out shall be torn to pieces; because their 
transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased. Therefore, a wild lion shall come out of 
the forest and shall slay them, and a wolf from the desert shall destroy them, and a leopard shall stand 
guard over their cities, and anyone who ventures out shall be torn to pieces, because their 
transgressions are many, and their backsliding is very strong. 

[\]How shall | pardon thee for this? Your children have forsaken me, and have sworn by ’them that are 
no gods; ’when | had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled themselves by 
troops in the harlot’s houses. How shall | pardon Israel for this? Your children have rebelled and 
forsaken me, and have made oaths to other gods, that are not gods. They did this even after | fed them, 
clothed them and protected them from their enemies for 40 years in the wilderness. The have turned 
away and committed adultery, by fornicating with other gods, and the gather as troops in the harlots’ 
houses. 

They were as fed horses in the morning; every one neighed after his neighbour’s wife. They were cared 
for and protected like pure bred stallions, but every one of them envied and desired his neighbour’s 
wife. 

°Shall | not visit for these things? says the Lord; and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 
this? Shall | not punish them for this? Shall | not send my vengeance and judgement upon a nation such 
as this? 

10Go up upon her walls and destroy them; but “make not a full end; take away her battlements, for 
they are not the Lord’s. Go and attack the walls and destroy them, but not all-of them completely, for 
they are not the Lord’s. 

For the house of Israel and the house of Judah “have dealt very treacherously against me. For the 
House of Israel and the House of Judah are full of treachery against me, says the Lord. 

They have belied the Lord, and said; It is not he; *?neither shall evil come upon us; neither shall we see 
sword nor famine; They have lied about the Lord; They say that this message did not come from Him; 
He would never bring calamity upon us, not with the sword or by famine. 

And the prophets shall become wind, and the word (of God) is not in them; thus, shall it be done unto 
them. And the false prophets shall become like wind, because the word of God is not in them, and as 
they have prophesied, so shall it be done unto them. 

Wherefore thus says the Lord; Because you speak this word, behold, ™! will make my words in your 
mouth like fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. Therefore, thus says the Lord; Because 
you speak these words, | will make my words in your mouth like fire, and these people shall be like 
wood, and your words shall devour them. 


1 Jeremiah 8:7 6 [Hebrew] are strong 10 Jeremiah 39:8 

2 Jeremiah 4:7 72 Chronicles 13:9, 11 Jeremiah 4:27 
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[[I] Behold, | will bring ta nation upon your from afar, O house of Israel, says the Lord; it is a mighty 
nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language is foreign to you, and you won’t understand 
what they say. Behold, | will send the nation of Babylon against you from afar, O house of Israel, says 
the Lord. It is a mighty, ancient nation, whose language is foreign to you, and you will not understand 
what they are saying. 

[I] Their quiver is as an open sepulchre ~ they are all mighty men. Their weapons are deadly, for they 
are all mighty men of war. 

[1] And 2they shall eat up your harvest, and your bread, which your sons and daughters should eat; they 
shall eat up your flocks and your herds; they shall eat up your vines and your fig trees; they shall 
impoverish your fenced cities, wherein you trusted, with the sword. And they shall eat all-of your 
harvest, steal your sons and your daughters, and steal your flocks and herds, eat the grapes, the wine, 
and all-of the figs, they shall also ransack and demolish your trusted walled cities, and kill many with 
the sword. 

[I] Nevertheless, in those days, says the Lord, | will not put an end to you. Nevertheless, in these days 
of affliction, | will leave a remnant of the House of Israel. 

[D] And it shall come to pass, when you (Israel) shall say, wherefore does the Lord our God do all these 
things unto us? Then you (Jeremiah) shall answer them; Like as you have forsaken me, and served 
strange gods in your land, so shall you serve strangers in a land that is not yours. And at God’s 
“appointed time”, it shall come to pass, when Israel shall say; Why does the Lord God Almighty do all 
these terrible things to us? Then Jeremiah, you shall answer them; As you have forsaken Me, and 
turned away and served other strange gods in your land, so shall | cause you to be dispersed to many 
nations, to serve them in a land that is not yours. [Diaspora] 

Declare this in the House of Jacob, and publish it in the House of Judah, saying, 

Hear now this, O foolish people, and without ?understanding; “which have eyes and see not; which have 
ears, and hear not. Hear this now, O you foolish people, who completely lack understanding and 
revelation; who have eyes that do not see, and ears that do not hear. 

Fear you not me? Says the Lord: will you not tremble at my presence, which has placed the sand for the 
bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it; and through the waves thereof toss 
themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it. Don’t you fear 
me? says the Lord. Will you not tremble in my presence, like the mountains, when you realise that | 
placed the sand on the beaches, as a perpetual boundary for the sea. It cannot pass by this barrier, and 
even though the waves toss to and frow, yet the sea cannot prevail, even though it roars loudly, it 
cannot pass over the boundaries that | have set. 

But this people have a revolting and rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. 

Neither say they in their hearts, let us now fear the Lord our God, °*that gives forth °the former and ’the 
latter rain, in his season; He reserves for us the appointed weeks of the harvest. They do not say in their 
hearts; let us now fear the Lord our God, who gives us rain in season, the former rain and the latter 
rain. He is also the Lord God who reserves for us the appointed weeks for the harvest of all crops. 
Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden 8good things from you. 
Because of your sins, | have taken away all-of the blessings and promises from you. 

For among my people are found wicked men; °they lay wait, as he that sets snares; they set a trap, the 
catch men. There are many wicked people among my people and they lay and wait like a trapper, 
setting traps for the unsuspecting victims, and their victims are men. 

As a?°cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit; therefore, they are become great and waxen 
rich. As a chicken coop is full of birds, so are their houses full of corruption, lies and deceit. As a result, 
they become powerful and rich, but they despise truth and justice. 
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They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked; ‘they judge not the cause, 
the cause of the fatherless, *yet they prosper; and the right of the needy they do not judge. Because of 
their evil, they have grown rich and fat, and they shine in the community, but their deeds overshadow 
the deeds of the wicked ones, they do not judge righteously when it comes to the orphans, yet they 
still prosper, even though they do not help those in need, the poor and the helpless. 

Shall | not visit for these things? says the Lord; shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 
Shall | not visit them and act for their unrighteous and evil deeds, says the Lord? Shall not my anger be 


3A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land. Astonishment and filthiness have been 


28. 
29. 
poured out on this unrighteous nation? 
30. 
committed in this land. 
31. 


4 The prophets prophecy falsely, and the priests *bear rule by their means; and °my people love to have 
it so; and what will you do in the end? The false prophets speak loudly, but the messages are not from 
the Lord. The priests take the leadership and rule according to their own desires, and my people love 
it to be so, but what will you do when judgement comes upon you at the end times? 


Chapter Six: Evil & destruction to come from the North [Babylon] 


O you children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, and ’blow the 
trumpet in Tekoa, and set up a sign of fire in °Beth-haccerem; for evil appears out of the north, and 
great destruction. O you children of the tribe of Benjamin, prepare yourselves to flee, run for your 
lives from the streets of Jerusalem: blow the warning trumpet in Tekoa, set up warning fires in Beth- 
hakkerem, warn everyone that a mighty army is coming down from the north to destroy the nation. 

| have likened the daughter of Zion to a °comely and delicate woman. | have likened the daughter of 


The shepherds with their flocks shall come unto her; they shall pitch their tents round about: they shall 
feed everyone in their place. Evil shepherds shall surround you. They shall set up their camps around 


Prepared ye to war against her; arise and let us go up 7?°at noon. Woe unto us! For the day goes away, 
for the shadows of the evening are stretched out. See them preparing for battle. At noon it begun and 
it continues all afternoon, until the evening shadows close in around us. 

Arise, us go by night, and let us destroy her palaces. Arise, let us do a surprise attack during the night 


For thus says the Lord of Hosts; Hew you down trees, and “cast a mount against Jerusalem; this is the 
city to be visited; she is wholly oppression in the midst of her. For thus says the Lord God of Hosts; Cut 
down trees and make a siege engine, that fires shot against the walls of Jerusalem; this is the city to 


12As a fountain casts out her waters, so she cats out her wickedness; violence and spoil is in her; before 
me is continually grief and wounds. As a fountain erupts its waters, so Israel displays her wickedness, 
violence and spoils. There are continually wounds and grief ever before me. 

Be instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul “*departs from you; lest | make desolate, a land not inhabited. 
Listen, O Jerusalem and be warned, otherwise | will turn away from you in disgust, and destroy your 


1 
2 

Zion to a delicate woman living at home. 
3 

your city and divide your pastures for their flocks. 
4 
5 

and destroy all-of her battlements and her palaces. 
6 

be destroyed; for she is vile through and through. 
7 
8 

land, so that it is no longer inhabited. 
9 


Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, they shall thoroughly glean **the remnant of Israel as a vine; turn back 
your hand as a grape gatherer into the baskets. This is what the Lord of the Heavenly Armies says; 
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“even the few, (the remnant), who remain in Israel, will be examined and picked over once again, just 
like when the harvester checks the vines a second time, to pick the last of the grapes that were missed”. 


But Judah continues to Rebel 
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To whom shall | speak and give warning, that they may hear? Behold 7their ears are uncircumcised, and 
they cannot hearken; behold the Word of the Lord is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it. 
To whom can | give a warning? Who among them will listen when | speak? Their ears are closed, and 
they refuse to listen. They scorn the Word of the Lord. They no longer want to hear it anymore. 
Therefore, | am full of the fury of the Lord; |!am weary with holding it in; | will pour it out upon the 
children abroad, and upon the assembly of your men together; for even the husband with the wife shall 
be taken, the aged with him that are full of days. | am so angry | am filled with the Lord’s fury; | am 
tired of holding it in any longer. | will pour out my fury on the next generation, the children playing in 
the streets, and the groups of young men who have gathered together; | will also pour out my fury on 
the rebellious husbands and wives, and on all those who are old and grey headed, no-one shall escape 
my fury any longer. 

And their houses shall be turned over to others, with their 3fields and their wives together; for | will 
stretch out my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, says the Lord. Their homes shall be confiscated 
by their enemies, along with their wives and their fields. For | will, raise up a powerful fist against the 
people of this land, says the Lord. 

For from the least of them, even unto the greatest of them, “everyone is given to covetousness; and 
“from the prophet even unto the priests everyone deals falsely. From the very least of them, even right 
up to the greatest of them they are all driven and ruled by greed. The prophets and the priests are all 
frauds. 

They have healed also the °hurt of my daughter of my people slightly, “saying Peace, Peace, when there 
is no peace! They offer just superficial treatments and solutions for my people’s mortal wounds. The 
give false assurances of peace when there is no peace! 

Were they ashamed when they committed abominations? No, they were not at all ashamed, neither 
could they blush; therefore, they shall fall among them that fall; at the time that I visit them, they shall 
be cast down, says the Lord. Are they ashamed of their disgusting actions? No! Not at all, they don’t 
even blush, when you bring their sins before them. Therefore, they shall be slaughtered along with all 
the rest. They have brought this punishment down upon themselves, says the Lord. 


Judah rejects the Lord and His ways 


16 
This 
is what the Lord says; Stop at the crossroads and look around. Ask for the old Godly ways and walk in 
them. Travel along its path and you will find rest for your souls. But you reply, “No, that’s not the road 
we want to travel! 

17. ~And!set*4watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said; We will not 
hearken! And | have set watchmen over you who cried out; “Listen for the sound of the alarm”. But 
you replied; “No! We won’t pay any attention to your warnings”. 

18 Therefore, hear you, the nations, and know O congregations, what is among them. Therefore, listen to 
this, all nations. Pay attention to my people’s situation and circumstances. 

19 Hear; O earth: Behold | will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they 
have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it. Listen, all on the earth! | will bring 
disaster upon my chosen people. It is the reward of their own schemes, because they refuse to listen 
to me. They have rejected my words, my warnings, and my laws. 
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1To what purpose comes the smell of incense from Sheba, and the sweet cane from a far country? 
3Your burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me. It is no use offering me 
sweet smelling frankincense from Oman or Yemen. Keep your fragrant calamus imported from distant 
lands! | will not accept your burnt offerings. Your sacrifices do not have pleasant aromas for me. 
Therefore, this says the Lord, *Behold | will lay stumbling blocks before this people, and the fathers and 
the sons and together they shall fall upon them: the neighbour and his friend shall perish. Therefore, 
this is what the Lord says; | will put obstacles in my people’s paths. Both the fathers and their sons 
shall stumble over them. Both neighbour and friend shall die together. 


An Invasion from the North is coming against Israel and Judah 
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Thus says the Lord; *Behold, a people come from the north country, and a great nation °shall be raised 
from the sides of the earth. Thus, says the Lord, Lookout! A great army is coming to attack you from 
the north. A great nation is rising up against you from far off lands. 

They shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, and have no mercy; their voice roars like the sea; 
and they ride upon horses, set in array as men of war against you, O daughter of Zion. They are armed 
with bows and spears, they are cruel, and without mercy. They sound like a roaring sea, as they come 
forward riding on horses, dressed in battle attire, and in attack formation. 

We have heard the fame thereof; our hands wax feeble; anguish has taken hold of us, and pain as a 
woman in travail. We have heard the disturbing reports about the enemy, and we wring our hands in 
fright and despair. Pangs of anguish have gripped the whole nation, like a woman in labour. 

Go not into the fields, nor walk by the wayside; for the sword of the enemy, and fear is on every side. 
Don’t venture out into the fields! Don’t travel on the roads! The enemy’s swords are everywhere, and 
terrorize us at every turn. 

O daughter of my people, gird thee up with sackcloth; and ’wallow thyself in ashes; make thee 
mourning, as for an only son, most bitter lamentations; for the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us. O 
my people, dress yourselves in burlap, yes in sackcloth and ashes. Mourn and weep bitterly as for the 
loss of an only son. For without warning, yes suddenly, the destroying armies will descend down upon 
you. 

| have set you for 8a tower and a fortress among my people, that they know and °try their way. | have 
made you a refiner of metals, that you determine the quality of my people. 

They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanderers; they are brass and iron; they are all 
corrupters. They are the worst kind of rebels, full of slander. They are as hard as bronze and iron, and 
they lead others into corruption. [both bronze and iron are not pure metals, but a mixture of several 
molten metals, made in a furnace. They are impure]. 

The bellows are burned, 7the lead is consumed in the fire, the founder melts in vain, for *?the wicked 
are not plucked away. The bellows fiercely fan the flames to burn out all-of the dross and the 
impurities, but it does not purify them, for their wickedness remains. 

4Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the Lord has rejected them. Rejected silver (refuse 
silver) shall these men be known, because the Lord God Almighty has rejected them. 


Chapter Seven: The Jews called to Repentance; threats for idolatry 


1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord saying; The Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah saying; 
4Stand in the gate of the Lord’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say; Hear the Word of the 
Lord, all you of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the Lord. Stand in the entrance of the 
Temple of the Lord, and give the message to the people: People of Judah, listen to this message from 
the Lord! Listen to it, all who come and worship in this place! 
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Thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; Amend your ways and your doings, and 2! will cause you 
to dwell in this place. This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel says; “Even now, at 
this late stage; if you quit your evil ways, | will allow you to stay and dwell in this land”. 

3Trust not in lying words, saying; The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the 
Lord, are these. Do not be fooled by those who falsely promise you safety, because they say that the 
Lord’s Temple is here. They repeatedly chant; “The Lord’s Temple is here; The Lord’s Temple is here” 
~ [but that won’t help you unless you repent!] 

But if you thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if you “thoroughly execute judgements 
between a man and his neighbour; But | will only be merciful, if only you stop your evil thoughts and 
deeds, and you start treating each other with justice; only if you stop exploiting foreigners, orphans, 
and widows; only if you stop murdering each other, and you stop harming yourselves by worshipping 
idols. 

If >you oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and °shed not innocent blood in this 
place, neither walk after other gods, to your hurt; Stop exploiting foreigners, orphans, and widows, 
and stop murdering innocent people; and spilling their innocent blood on my land, because it is a cure 
upon the land, and stop worshipping other gods, which is forbidden, and will bring pain and suffering 
down upon your heads. 

8Then | will cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that | gave to your fathers, °for ever and ever. \f 
you do this, then | promise that you will live forever, in the land that | promised to your fathers. This is 
a covenant promise that God Almighty made with Israel ~~ but they ignored it. 

[F] Behold, you trust in ?°lying words, that cannot profit. You trust in lying words of the prophets and 
the priests. You think that because the Temple is here you will be safe, but that is not what | tell you. 
[F] Will you steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and 
walk after other gods, whom you know not; 

[F] And come and stand before me in this house, *twhich is called by my name, and say, “We are 
delivered to do all-of these abominations”? 

[F] In 72this house, which is called by my name, become 72a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even | 
have seen it says the Lord. 

By their actions that had desecrated God’s House, the Temple of the Lord and God Almighty saw it and 
acted accordingly. Firstly, at the time of Jeremiah, and also later, when Jesus spoke in the Temple 
quoting this passage of scripture. He then took a whip and turned over the tables and forced the 
robbers out of the Temple, stating that my Father’s house shall be a house of prayer for all nations; 
but you have made it into a den of thieves. 

But go now to my place which was in “Shiloh, where | set my house at the first, and see what | did to 
it for the wickedness of my people Israel. Go and see what has happened to my altar at Shiloh, where | 
first established my presence among you. See the destruction that | have allowed the Philistines to do, 
because of your wickedness, O Israel. [The Philistines attacked and destroyed the place of worship in 
Shiloh, which housed the Ark of the Covenant, and they took it back into their own land. God Almighty 
allowed the Ark of the Covenant to be stolen, to wake up the nation of Israel, and to make them realize 
that this did not protect them ~~ only God Almighty protected them] 

And now, because you have done all these works, says the Lord, and | spoke unto you, rising up early 
and speaking, but you heard not; and called you, and you answered not. Because you have done all-of 
these sinful acts, says the Lord, having risen up early everyday and speaking out to you; but you did 
not listen, and when | called you back to myself, you did not answer. 
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Therefore, will | do unto you, this house, which is called by my name, wherein you trust, and unto the 
place that | gave to you and to your fathers, as | have done to Shiloh. Because of your wickedness, 
therefore | will do unto this Temple in Jerusalem, which is called by my name ~ and in which you trust, 
the same which has already happened to the temple altar in Shiloh, it shall be utterly destroyed. [Note; 
just because a nation has on its coins; “IN GOD WE TRUST”, that is not enough to save you, if you refuse 
to listen to His voice, repent and turn from your wicked ways] 

And | will cast you out of my sight, 7as | have cast out all-of your brethren, even the whole seed of 
Ephraim. The Lord promises to exile the nation of Israel off the land that He has already promised to 
their fathers, even as he did with the whole tribe of Ephraim. 

Therefore, *pray not for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession 
for them to me, for | will not hear thee. God tells Jeremiah not to cry out, or pray for this nation; not 
even to make intercession for them, because of their wickedness, He will refuse to listen. [Here is a 
clear case when God’s mercy has ceased, and God’s judgement is about to be enacted.] 

See what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? Jeremiah, can’t you see what 
the people are doing in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 

The children gather wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and the mothers knead their dough, to make cakes 
to the *queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings, unto other gods, that they may provoke me 
to anger. You see the whole family is involved in this wickedness; the children gather the wood, the 
fathers make the fire, and the mothers knead the dough, to make cake offerings to the goddess Ishtar 
[the goddess of fertility and war]; and to make matters worse, they pour out drink offerings to other 
gods, just to provoke me to anger. 

Do they provoke me to anger? Says the Lord; do they not provoke themselves °to the confusion of their 
own faces. The Lord says: Do they think they are hurting me and making me angry by their actions? 
They are hurting and damaging themselves; bringing down shame upon their own heads. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God; Behold my anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, 
upon man, ®and upon beast, and upon the trees of the fields, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it 
shall burn and it shall not be quenched. This says the Lord God of Hosts; | will pour out my anger and 
my fury upon the land, upon the trees of the fields, the fruit on the earth, upon both man and beast 
and it shall burn furiously and not be quenched. 
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21 ‘Thus, says the Lord God of Hosts, the God of Israel; 7put your burnt offerings unto your sacrifices, and 
eat flesh. Thus, says the Lord God of Hosts, the God of Israel; “It was not your burnt offerings that | 
wanted from you, when | brought you out of Egypt; It was for you to be my people, and for me to be 
your God”. 

22 For! spoke not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that | brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, “concerning burnt offerings, or sacrifices. | did not speak to you fathers about offerings, or 
sacrifices when | brought them out of Egypt. 

23 But this thing | commanded them, saying; >Obey my voice, and | will be your God, and you shall be my 
people; and walk in all-of the ways that | have commanded you, that Sit may be well unto you. But this 
is the commandments that | gave unto you when you came up out of slavery in Egypt; “Obey my voice, 
and | will be your God, and you shall be my people. Walk in all-of the ways | have commanded you, so 
that | can bless you and protect you”. 

24 But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imaginations of 
their evil hearts, and went backwards and not forwards. But they refused to acknowledge my 
instructions and my commandments; they refused to listen to my voice, and instead followed their 
own counsel, which was full of imaginations from the wickedness of their hearts. They did not progress 
forward seeking my face, but became backsliders, heading for eternal damnation. 

25 Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day, ’I have even sent unto 
you all-of my servants and my prophets, daily rising up early and sending them; Since that very first day 
that | brought your fathers out of the land of Egypt, until today, | have been sending you my servants 
and my prophets. 

26 ‘Yet, they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their necks, ®*they are worse than 
their fathers. Despite all that | have done for your fathers, you have not listened to my commandments, 


1 Isaiah 1:11, Jeremiah 6:20, 4 [Hebrew] ~ concerning the ® Deuteronomy 4:40 


Hosea 8:13, Amos 5:21 matter of 72 Chronicles 36:15 
2 Jeremiah 11:15 ° Exodus 15:26, Deuteronomy 8 Jeremiah 16:12 
3 Jeremiah 11:4,7 6:3 


23 


nor inclined you ear to hear my voice. Instead, you have hardened your hearts and have become stiff 
necked; in fact, you are worse than your fathers. 

27 Therefore, thou shall speak all-of these words unto them; but they will not hearken to thee; that shall 
also call unto them; but they will not answer thee. Therefore, this is the message that you are to speak 
to them; however, they will not listen to you. You shall call out to them, but they will refuse to answer 
you. 

28 But you shall say unto them; this is a nation that does not obey the voice of the Lord their God, nor 
receives ‘correction; *truth is perished and cut off from their mouths. This is what the Lord says; This is 
a nation that refuses to obey the voice of the Lord, their God, who refuses to receive instructions, and 
truth is dead to them ~ it is no longer in their mouths. 

29 Cut off your *hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on *high places; for the 
Lord has rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath. Command all-of the people to shave their 
heads and lament in the mountains and hills, for the Lord has turned his back and forsaken this 
generation, because of their wickedness. 

30 ‘For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, says the Lord; °they have set their abominations in 
the house ’which is called by my name, to pollute it. For the children of Judah have done great evil in 
my sight, says the Lord; they have set up their abominations in My Temple, to pollute it. 

31 ~~ And they have built the high places of 8Tophet, which is in °the valley of the son of Hinnom, ?°to burn 
their sons and their daughters in the fire; which | commanded them not, neither “came it into my heart. 
And they have built altars in the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to 
burn their sons and daughters in the fire, as an offering to Molech; which in my heart | never 
commanded them to do. 

32 + Therefore, behold the day comes, says the Lord, that it shall no longer be called Tophet, nor the valley 
of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter; ‘for they shall bury in Tophet till there is on place. 
Therefore, behold, the days comes says the Lord, that you will no longer call this place Tophet, nor this 
valley the valley of the son of Hinnom, for it shall be called the valley of slaughter, for the will dead 
bodies in Tophet until all the places are filled. 

33. And the carcass of this people shall be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth; 
and none shall fray them away. And the remaining carcasses which cannot be buried, shall become 
meat for the vultures and eagles, and for the wolves and the jackals; and not a living soul shall remain 
to chase them away. 

34 = And then will | cause to cease from the cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of 
mirth, and the voice of gladness, and the voice of the bridegroom, for “the land shall be desolate. And 
there shall no longer by singing in the cities of Judah, or in the streets of Jerusalem, nor the happy 
voices of the bridegroom; for the whole land shall be desolate and deserted. 


Chapter Eight: The calamities of the Jews; God’s judgement against 
them 


1 At that time, says the Lord, they shall bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of his 
princes, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, out of their graves; At the time of this war, they will dig up the bones of their kings, 
princes, priests, and prophets, as well as all-of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of all the cemeteries. 

2 And they shall spread them before *the sun, and the moon, and all the hosts of heaven, whom they 
have loved, and whom they have served, and after whom they have walked, and whom they have 


1 [Hebrew] ~ instruction 7 Jeremiah 7:10 ? Jeremiah 19:11 


2 Jeremiah 9:3 82 Kings 23:10 13 Jeremiah 16:9, 25:10 
3 Job 1:20 ° Joshua 18:16 4 Jeremiah 27:17, 44:2 
4 Numbers 6:4 10 Psalm 106:38 15 Deuteronomy 4:19 

> Jeremiah 3:2 11 [Hebrew] ~ neither came it 

6 2 Kings 21:4,7 upon my heart. 
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sought, and whom they have worshipped; they shall not be gathered, ?nor be buried, they shall be for 
dung upon the face of the earth. They shall spread them out for the sun, moon and all-of the hosts of 
heaven, to all those they loved, served, and worshipped, for all to see and to witness this event. They 
shall not be gathered up, nor shall they be buried again, but remain as dung (fertilizer) upon the face 
of the earth. 

And death shall be chosen rather than life by all the residence of them that remain of this evil family, 
which remain in all the places where | have driven them, says the Lord of Hosts. And it would be better 
to die than to remain alive for those who are left of this evil family, which | have now dispersed among 
the nations. 

Moreover, you shall say unto them; The Lord says; shall they fall and not arise? Shall he turn away and 
not return? And the Lord says; shall they fall and not arise again? Shall he turn away and return again? 
Why then are this people of Jerusalem *slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? They hold fast deceit 
they refuse to return. Why have this people of Jerusalem continued in their backsliding? Why have 
they refused to return when | call them to myself? 

| >hearkened and heard, but they refused to speak; no man repented him of his wickedness, saying; 
“What have | done”? Every one turned to his course, as the horse rushes into battle. | turned my head 
towards the people of Jerusalem and listened, but the people of the nation refused to speak. Not even 
one man repented of his wickedness, not even one man was prepared to repent of his sins. They all 
went their own way, just like a horse, galloping into battle. 

Yes, °the stork in the heavens knows her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow 
observe the times of their coming; but ’my people know not the judgement of the Lord. The birds of 
the air and the animals all know their appointed times, and the seasons for them to migrate, but my 
people have no understanding of my laws and my judgements. 

How do you say; “We are wise, and the Law of the Lord is with us”? Lo, certainly °in vain made he it, 
the pen of the scribes is in vain. How can you say that you understand my laws, when the scribes and 
the priests have twisted my words to say something | never said, nor meant? 

10The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken; lo, they have rejected the Word of the Lord; 
and “what wisdom is in them? These wise men shall be ashamed when they are forced into exile, for 
they have rejected the Word of the Lord, and they have shown that there is no wisdom in them at all. 
Therefore, 7will | give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that shall inherit them; for 
everyone from the least to the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet, even unto the priest, 
everyone deals falsely. Therefore, (because of their sins and falsehoods) | will give their wives and their 
farms and vineyards to others, because all that the prophets and the priests want is to steal what does 
not belong to them for others. 

For they have healed the hurt of my daughter of my people slightly, saying; “Peace, peace”, when there 
is no peace. For they treat my people with useless medicines, creams and lies, telling them that 
everything is OK, when it is not OK at all. 

Were they ashamed when they committed this abomination? NO! 7?They were not ashamed at alll, 
neither could they blush; therefore, shall they fall among them that fall; in the time of their visitation, 
they shall be cast down says the Lord. Were they ashamed when they committed these abominations? 
No, they were not ashamed at all ~ they did not even blush. Therefore, they shall be killed along with 
the others that fall. At the time of their visitation, they shall be destroyed, says the Lord. 

441 will surely consume them, says the Lord; there shall be no grapes on the vine, no figs on the fig 
tree, and the leaves shall fade; and all these things that | have given them shall pass away from them. 
As | gather them, | shall consume them, and there shall be no grapes to harvest on the vines, nor figs 


12 Kings 21:3, 23:5 8 Romans 2:17-18 2 Jeremiah 8:12, Jeremiah 
2 Jeremiah 25:33 ° [Hebrew] ~ the false pens of 6:12-15 

3 Jeremiah 22:19 the scribes, work falsehood 33 Jeremiah 3:3 

4 Jeremiah 7:24 10 [Hebrew] ~ Have they been 4 [Hebrew] ~ In gathering | 

> 2 Peter 3:9 ashamed shall consume 

5 Isaiah 1:3 11 [Hebrew] ~ The wisdom of 15 Jeremiah 6:9 

7 Jeremiah 5:4-5 what thing 


25 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


on the trees, and all-of the tree leaves shall fade away. All-of the benefits | have given to them shall be 
seized and taken away from them. 

Why do we sit still? “Assemble yourselves, and let us enter into the defenced cities, and let us be silent 
there; for the Lord our God has put us to silence, and given us ?water of gall to drink, because we have 
sinned against the lord. Why do we remain seated? Rise up and enter the walled cities, which are 
defended by warriors; if we are going to die, let us die there, for the Lord has silenced our mouths and 
given us bitter poisoned water to drink, because we have sinned against the Lord. [They recognise that 
they have sinned against the Lord, but they refuse to ask God to forgive them, because they do not 
understand the significance of repentance. ] 

4We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble! We search for 
a time of peace and health, but all we got was trouble! 

The snorting of his horses was heard °from Dan; the whole land trembled at the sound of the neighing 
of his strong ones; for they have come, and have devoured the land, and “all that is in it; the city and 
all those that dwell therein. The snorting of their horses can be heard as far away as Dan and the whole 
earth shakes at the sound of the neighing and galloping horses that have come and have conquered 
the land and all that is in it, including the cities and all who live within. 

For behold | will send ’serpents, ®cockatrices, among you, which will not be °charmed, and they shall 
bite you, says the Lord. | will send this deadly army against you, like snakes and cockatrices, and you 
will not be able to charm them, and their bite will kill you, says the Lord. 

When | would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart is faint °within me. My grief is beyond measure 
and my heart is destroyed and broken. 

Behold, the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people, **because of them that dwell in 7a far 
country; Is not the Lord in Zion? Is not her king in her? Why have they provoked me to anger with their 
graven images, and with strange vanities? Listen to the weeping of my people all across the land; 
“Where is the Lord”? They all ask. “Has our God deserted us”? “Why have they angered me with their 
carved images of idols and their strange evil rites”? The Lord replies. 

The harvest is past, the summer is ended and we are not saved. The time of the harvest is over and 
now summer is upon us, and we have not been rescued. 

13For the hurt of the daughter of my people | am hurt; 41 am black; astonishment has taken hold of me., 
| weep for the hurt of my people, | stand amazed, silent, and dumb with grief. 

Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? Why then is not the health of the daughter of 
my people recovered? |s there no healing medicine in Gilead? Is there no doctor there? Why doesn’t 
God do something? Why doesn’t he help us? 


Chapter Nine: The prophet bewails the people’s sins and miseries 


1 


50h, that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that | might weep day and night for 
the slain of *’the daughter of my people! Oh, that my eyes could become fountains of tears, so | could 
weep day and night for the slain of my people, Israel. 

Oh, that | had in the wilderness a hiding place of wayfaring men; that | might leave my people, and go 
from them! For they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. Oh, | wish | could go to my 
hiding place in the desert, and get away from this assembly of adulterous and treacherous people. 


1 Jeremiah 4:5 

2 Jeremiah 9:15, 23:15 

3 [Hebrew] ~ poison 

4 Jeremiah 14:19 

> Jeremiah 4:15 

5 [Hebrew] ~ the fullness 
thereof 

7 [Hebrew] ~ deadly snakes 


8 Cockatrices; a mythical 
animal, a two-legged 
dragon, with the rooster’s 
head. 

° Ecclesiastes 10:11 

10 [Hebrew] ~ upon 

11 [Hebrew] ~ because of the 
country of them that are afar 
off. 
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And ‘they bend their tongues like their bow for lies; but *they are not valiant for the truth upon the 
earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, says the Lord. They bend their tongues 
like a bow, and shoot their lies like arrows, going from evil to evil and they have turned their backs on 
me, and refuse to acknowledge me, says the Lord. 

3Take you heed of every one his ‘neighbour, and trust not in any brother; for every brother will utterly 
supplant, and every °neighbour will walk with slanders. Beware of your neighbour (or friend)! Beware 
of your brothers! Both will take advantage of you, and pour our slanderous lies about you. 

And they will 6deceive everyone his neighbour, and will not speak the truth; they have taught their 
tongues to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity. And they will mock everyone, even 
their neighbours and friends, with slanderous lies, because they cannot speak the truth, as they 
continually commit their sins. 

Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, says the Lord. You 
live in the midst of deceit; they build up evil, lies upon lies, and because of their evil, they refuse to 
know and acknowledge me. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God of Hosts; “Behold | will ’melt them, and try them; for how shall | do 
for the daughter of my people”? Therefore, thus says the Lord God of Hosts; “Behold | will melt down 
my people in a crucible of affliction, and | shall test them with fear and death. What else can | do for 
my people, who refuse to know me and acknowledge me”? 

There tongue is an arrow shot out; it speaks deceit; one °speaks peaceable to his neighbour with his 
mouth, but °in heart he lays *°his wait. His lying tongues shoots out like an arrow, but it sounds nice to 
his neighbour; but in fact, in his heart, he is laying a trap for him. 

Shall | not visit them for these things? Says the Lord. Shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation 
as thisP Shall | not visit them with my justice says the Lord? Shall | not remain true to myself, and 
avenge this rebellious nation? 

For the mountains will | take up a weeping and wailing, and for the 7*habitations of the wilderness a 
lamentation, because they are *?burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear 
the voice of the cattle; “both *the fowls of the heavens and the beasts have fled; they are gone. | will 
start weeping and wailing for the mountains, and for the pastures | will lament, because they are a 
desert now, and no-one can pass through them. The birds of the air and the beasts of the fields have 
all fled ~~ they are all gone! 

And | will make Jerusalem “heaps, and a den of dragons; and | will make the cities of Judah ?’desolate, 
without any inhabitants. | will Jerusalem in heaps of rubble and a den for wolves and jackals, and | will 
totally destroy the cities of Judah, so they are no inhabitants ~ they are completely deserted. 

18Who is the wise man that may understand this? And who is he to whom the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land perishes and it burned up like a wilderness, that none 
passes through? Where is the wise man that can understand what is happening? To which people has 
the Lord spoken? Why are the cities and the land destroyed and made rubble, so that no man my pass 
through it? 

And the Lord says; Because they have forsaken my law which | set before them, and have not obeyed 
my voice, neither walked therein. And the Lord says; because they have refused to acknowledge and 
follow and obey my laws, and they have refused to listen to my voice and follow my directions. 


1 Psalm 64:3 8 Psalm 28:3 4 [Hebrew] ~ from the fowl 
2 Jeremiah 7:28 ° [Hebrew] ~ in the midst of even to 

3 Jeremiah 12:16, Micah 7:5-6 him 15 Jeremiah 4:25 

4 [Hebrew] ~ friend 10 [Hebrew] ~ wait for him 16 Isaiah 25:2 

> Jeremiah 6:28 11 Jeremiah 5:9,29 17 [Hebrew] ~ a desolation, 
5 [Hebrew] ~ mock 12 [Hebrew] ~ pastures completely deserted. 
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But have walked after the limaginations of their hearts; and after Baalim, 2which their fathers taught 
them. But this people have continued to walk after the stubbornness of their hearts, worshiping 
Baalim, which their fathers have taught them ~ totally refusing to obey my laws. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, 3! will feed this people 4with 
5wormwood, and give them water of °gall to drink. Therefore, thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of 
Israel; “Behold | will feed this people with the oil of the plant to treat intestinal worms, and give them 
poisoned water to drink, and there will be much pain and suffering”. 

| ’will scatted them among the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known; and | will 
send a sword after them, till | have consumed them. | will scatter them among foreign nations that 
neither they nor their father have known, and | will cause them to be persecuted with the sword, until 
| have consumed them. 

Thus says the Lord of Host: Consider yourself, and call for ®the mourning women, that they may come; 
and send for cunning women, that they may come; Thus says the Lord of Hosts, Consider and call for 
the mourning women to come, and call for the skilful women to come; 

And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes my run down with tears, and our 
eyelids gush out with water. Let them make haste to start wailing for us, so our eyes may shed many 
tears and our eyelids gush out with water. [Let us bawl our eyes out for the sins that we have done]. 
For the voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, °>how are we spoiled! We are greatly confounded, because 
we have forsaken the land, because our dwelling has cast us out. For the voice of wailing is heard 
coming out of Zion, how we have been plundered, robbed, and ruined! We are greatly confounded 
and ashamed, because we have desecrated our land and it has rejected us. 

Yet hear the word of the Lord, O you women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach 
your daughters wailing, and everyone her neighbour lamentation. Hear the word of the Lord, O you 
women, open your ears to hear the words from his mouth, teach all-of your daughters a wailing 
lament, and all-of your neighbours a dirge. 

For death has come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off 7°the children *4from 
without, and the young men from the streets. For death has come in through our windows, it has 
entered into our palaces and houses, and cutting off the children from going outdoors and our young 
men from going onto the streets. 


{I] There is a saying that nothing ever surprises God Almighty. Some 600 years before Christ was born, God 


Almighty told Jeremiah that a terrible virus was going to come upon the nation, and enter in through 
the windows, killing people, and restricting people into a lockdown situation, where your children 
could not go outside of the house, nor the young teenagers go out into the streets. Here God Almighty 
was describing what we now have seen with our own eyes; the deaths and lockdowns, in many nations 
because of the COVID virus, with millions of dead across the nations. What Satan plans for evil, God 
Almighty can bring as a blessing. As a result, many people turned back to God in prayer. Many churches 
had to re-examine how they interfaced with their congregations. God put us into lockdown to make 
us turn back to Him. 


22 Speak, thus says the Lord, Even the carcasses of men shall fall 72as dung upon our fields, and as ?the 
handful after the harvestmen, and none shall gather them. Tell them this, says the Lord; their bodies 
shall be scattered across the fields like manure, like sheafs after the mowers have passed through, and 
none shall come and bury them. 

1 [Hebrew] ~ stubbornness ® Gall ~ poison ? Jeremiah 8:2 
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Thus, says the Lord, *let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches; Thus says the Lord, do not let the wise man bask in his 
wisdom, nor the mighty man in his might, nor let the rich man glory in his riches; 

But let him the glorifieth, glory in this, that he understands and knows me, that | am the Lord, which 
exercise lovingkindness, judgement, and righteousness, on the earth; for 2in these things, | delight, says 
the Lord. Let them boast in this alone; that they truly know me, and understand that | am the Lord of 
justice and righteousness, whose love is steadfast (never ending), and that | am unchanging. 

Behold the days come, says the Lord, that | 3will punish all them which are circumcised, with the 
uncircumcised. Behold the day is coming, says the Lord, that | will visit and punish them which are 
circumcised in the body along with those who are uncircumcised in the hearts. 

Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are *in the utmost 
corners, that dwell in the wilderness; for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all those of the house 
of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart. The Egyptians, Edomites, Ammonites, Moabites, Arabs, yes, 
and even you people of Judah. For all-of these pagan nations circumcise themselves. Unless you 
circumcise your hearts, by loving me, your circumcision of the flesh is just a pagan ritual like theirs, and 
it means nothing more. 


Chapter Ten: The great disparity between God and Idols 


1 


Hear the Word, which the Lord speaks unto you, O house of Israel; 

Thus, says the Lord; Learn not the ways of the heathen, and °be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; 
for the heathen are dismayed at them. Hear the word of the Lord which the Lord speaks to you, O 
House of Israel. Do not listen to, or learn the ways of the heathen unbelievers, for the unbelievers are 
dismayed at the signs in the heavens ~ but you should not be like them. 

For the °customs of the people are vain; for one cuts a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands 
of the workman, with the axe. The customs, statutes, and ordinances of these people are full of lies. 
They cut down trees in the forest and make idols of wood with their hands. 

They deck it with silver and gold; they fasten it with nails and hammer so it moves not. They decorate 
this idol with silver and gold, but fasten it with a hammer and nails, so that it cannot move ~ what use 
is that? 

They are as upright as a palm tree, °but speak not: °they must needs be borne, because they cannot 
go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, ?°neither is it in them to do good. Their idols stand 
upright like a palm tree, but they cannot speak; they have to be carried everywhere, because they are 
not alive. Be not afraid of these pieces of dead wood, because they cannot do evil, nor can they do any 
good. 

Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O Lord: You are great, and your name is great in might. 
For there is none like You O Lord; For you are great and your name is mighty [and your name is above 
every other name]. 

“Who would not fear thee, O king of nations? For ?to thee it does appertain, forasmuch as among all 
the wise men of the nations, and 73in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto thee. Who would not 
fear you, O king of all nations? This title belongs to You alone. For there is not a wise many in any 
nation on the earth, that is like you. 

But they are all 14together brutish and 15foolish; 16the stock is a doctrine of vanities. The wise men 
who still worship idols are still all fools. 


14 Corinthians 1:31 6 [Hebrew] ~ statutes, or 11 Revelation 15:4 

2 Micah 6:8, 7:18 Ordinances are vanity. ? THebrew]~ It’s like thee 

3 [Hebrew] ~ Visit upon 7 Isaiah 40:19-20, 44:9-11, 13 Dsalm 89:6 

4 [Hebrew] ~ cut off in the 45:20 14 [Hebrew] ~ in one, or at once 
corners, or having their hair 8 Psalm 115:5, 135:16 15 Psalm 115:8, Romans 1:21- 
polled. 9 Psalm 115:7 22 
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Silver, spread into plates is brought from ‘Tarshish, and gold from ?Uphaz, the work of the workman, 
and the hands of the founder; blue and purple is their clothing; *they are all the work of cunning men. 
They bring thin silver plates from Tarshish, and gold from the mines in Uphaz (Ophir, the land of iron 
in the south ~ Australia) and give it to skilled silver and goldsmiths to make their idols, then they clothe 
them in blue and purple robes, but still, they are dead idols, the work of cunning men. This brings us 
to some interesting observations. Ophir is referred to in scripture as is Tarshish and Sinim (Isaiah 
49:12). Many civilizations knew about this “land in the south”, even in Old Testament Biblical times. 
The table below shows names used to refer to the Land in the South, which we now know as Australia. 


Year Civilisations Country was known as 
Phoenicians Ophir — Land of Iron 
Chinese Chui Hiao 
Aztecs Culhuacan 
Sumerians, Maoris & Peruvians Uru 
Malays Giava 
Hebrews Sinim 


2000 BC — 1788 | Egyptians of the Middle Kingdom (12° | Punt and also Kenti-Amenti 
BC Dynasty) 
950 BC King Solomon (King of Israel) sent out | Ophir —land of iron 
Hiram (King of Tyre - a Phoenician city) 
with a fleet, to find the legendary “Ophir” 
and get its riches. 


800 — 700 BC Hebrews: H5515 
, 
The Prophet Isaiah refers to the land of | pyral of an otherwise unknown 
Sinim in Isaiah 49:12, Behold, these name: Sinim. a distant Oriental 


shall come from far: and, lo, these from region; Sinim. 2 
the north and from the west; and these 


from the land of Sinim. 


600 BC Anaximander in Myletus drew a map 
describing a southern continent 
300 BC Theopompus of Chios (drew a similar 


map and wrote that far beyond India 
there was a great island where Australia 
is now situated.) 

239 BC Eratosthenes, the Greek Scholar drew a_ | Greeks “Ausio” 

world map as a sphere, on which he It is clear from this and other 
described the great southern continent | evidence that the Greek maritime 
as “Ausio”. It is interesting to note that | and geographical knowledge was 
in 239 BC people knew that the world far more advanced than many 
was round — NOT FLAT, as was told by scholars of later years have given 
the people in the reformation times in them credit. 

Europe and in Britain. 
[Extract from the Book entitled: THE COASTAL PIONEERS] 


So, the question arises; If the Phoenicians came here to Australia to mine our gold, then who did the 
mining, because the native Aborigines did not have the technology, nor the skills to do this work? 


1 Tarshish; A port city in 2 [Hebrew] ~ means gold, “the land of iron in the 
Phoenicia (now modern- but also another name south” ~ Australia 
day Lebanon for Ophir, the name used 3 Psalm 155:4 
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Were there Phoenicians colonies here in 586 gc? What amount of exploration did they do throughout 
Australia, and what evidence is there of their existence in this land? For more details, please read my 
book entitled: THE COASTAL PIONEERS. 

But the Lord is the ‘true God, He is *the living God, and *everlasting king; at his wrath the earth shall 
tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation. But the Lord is the only true, living, 
eternal, and everlasting God and king; at His anger, the earth shall tremble and melt and the nations 
of the earth shall not be able to withstand his judgements. 

Thus, shall you say unto them: *The gods have not made the heavens and the earth, even °they shall 
perish from the earth, and from under the heavens. This is what the Lord of Hosts says to tell you, 
who worship other gods: Your idol gods did not make the heavens and the earth, and they and those 
that serve them, shall vanish from under heaven. 

°He has made the earth by His power, He has established the world by His wisdom, and has stretched 
out the heavens by His discretion. The Lord of Hosts created the earth by His power and wisdom and 
by His superior intelligence, He stretched out the Heavens according to His divine plans. 

When he utters his voice, there is a “multitude of waters in the heavens, and °he causes the vapours 
to ascend from the ends of the earth; he makes lightnings °with rain, and ‘brings forth the winds 
out of his treasures. When the Lord of Hosts speaks there is a noise like many waters in the Heavens, 
He causes the mist to rise up from the earth; He brings the rain and lightning, and out of his bountiful 
treasures He brings the winds. 

Every man is “brutish in his knowledge; every founder is confounded by the graven image; for his 
molten image “is falsehood, and 7*there is no breath in them. But foolish men without knowledge of 
God bow before these idols. It is a shameful thing that these men are doing; for what they make with 
their own hands are fakes; they are gods without any life or power in them. 

They are vanity and the work of errors; in the time of their visitation, they shall perish. They are lies 
and works of foolishness; when their judgement comes, they shall all be crushed and perish. 

“The portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the former of all things, and **Israel is the rod of his 
inheritance; 1°The Lord of Hosts is his name. But the God of Jacob is not like these foolish idols, He is 
the creator of all things and Israel is his chosen nation. The Lord God of Hosts is his name. 

Gather up your wares out of the land, O inhabitants of the fortress. 

For this says the Lord; Behold | will sling out the inhabitants of the land at this once, and will distress 
them, *’that they may find it so. Pack up your bags and get ready to leave, for the battle rage is about 
to begin. For suddenly | will fling you from this land and pour our great troubles and afflictions upon 
you, and then you will feel my anger. 

18Woe is me for my hurt! My wound is grievous, but | said; Truly this is a grief and 7°! must bear it. 
?0—ly tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken; my children have gone forth from me, and 
they are not; there is none to stretch forth my tent anymore, and to set up my curtains. My wounds 
are desperate, and my grief is great. My sickness is incurable, but | must bear it. My home is gone 
and my children have been taken away and | will never see them again. There is no-one left to help 
me rebuild my home. It is hard to envision a God who is Almighty stating that His wounds are 
desperate and His grief is great and He has an incurable disease, because He has lost His children 
forever, and there is no-one left to rebuild his tabernacle. That shows how much He really loves His 
people, that He is prepared to wound himself, to take their punishment upon himself, so that there is 
a chance for redemption later-on. 


1 [Hebrew] ~ God of truth 

2 Psalm 42:2 

3 [Hebrew] ~ king of eternity 
4 Psalm 96:5 

° Isaiah 2:18, Zechariah 13:2 
6 Jeremiah 10:16, 51:15-19 

7 [Hebrew] ~ noise 

8 Psalm 135:7 


° [Hebrew] ~ for 

10 Psalm 135:7 

11 [Hebrew] ~ more brutish 
than to know 

?2 Habakkuk 2:18, Jeremiah 
13:25, Romans 1:25 

13 Psalm 135:17 

44 Bsalm 16:5 


15 Deuteronomy 32:9 

16 Isaiah 47:4, Jeremiah 31:35 
17 Jeremiah 29:11 

18 Jeremiah 4:19 

19 Micah 7:9 

20 Jeremiah 4:20 


31 


21  ~+Forthe pastors have become brutish and have not sought the Lord; therefore, they shall not prosper, 
and all their flocks shall be scattered. The pastors and the shepherds of my people have all lost their 
senses; they no longer follow God, nor ask his will. Therefore, they will all die and their congregations 
shall be scattered. 

22 Behold the noise of the ‘bruit has come, and a great commotion out of ?the north country, to make 
the cities of Judah desolate, and a den of dragons. Listen! Hear the loud noise of the vast armies, 
coming down from the north country, to make the cities of Judah into desolate heaps of rubble fit only 
for jackals to live in. 

23. OLord,! know that *the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that walks to direct his steps. 
O Lord, | know that man does not have the power or the insight, to be able to plan out his life for 
himself. 

24 OlLord, ‘correct me, but with judgement, not in thine anger, lest you °bring me to nothing. Correct 
me O Lord, but with your gentle judgements, not in your anger ~ lest | die. 

25 °Pour out your fury upon the heathen that knows you not, and upon the families that call not on thy 
name; for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and have made his habitation desolate. 
Pour out your anger upon the nations that do not obey the Lord, for they have destroyed Israel and 
made the land a complete wasteland. 


Chapter Eleven: Remember God’s Covenant 


1 The Word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 
Hear you the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; 

3 And say unto them, Thus, says the Lord God of Israel; ®Cursed be the man that does not obey the words 


of this covenant. Then the Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah again saying; Remind the men if Judah 
and of the men in Jerusalem that | made a contract with their fathers ~ and cursed be any man who 
does not heed or obey it! 

4 Which | commanded your fathers in the day that | brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, °from 
the iron furnace, ?°saying, OBEY MY VOICE, and do them, according to all that | command you; You shall 
be MY people, and | will be YOUR God. When | took your families out of slavery in the land of Egypt, | 
told your fathers that they were to obey my commandments (all that | would tell you to do) and you 
would become MY people and | would become YOUR God. 

5 That | may perform “this oath which! have sworn unto your fathers, to give them 72a land flowing with 
milk and honey, as it is to this day. Then | answered, and said, *So be it, O Lord. So, obey me so that | 
can give you a land flowing with milk and honey, even until this day, just as | promised to your fathers. 
Then | answered the Lord and said: Let it be as you have said O Lord ~ Amen. 

6 Then the Lord said unto me: Proclaim all-of these words in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of 
Jerusalem, saying; Hear the words of this covenant and **do them. Then the Lord said to me; Proclaims 
all-of these words in the cities of Judah, and in every street in Jerusalem; Hear all-of you the Covenant 
of your God and obey them. 

7 For | earnestly protested unto your fathers, in the day that | brought them up out of the land of Egypt, 
even unto this day, *rising early and protesting, saying, Obey my voice! For | solemnly spoke to your 
fathers, on the days that | brought them up out of slavery in Egypt, even from that day until now. | rose 
up early every morning to tell them once again. Listen to my voice and obey my commandments. 
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Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ears, but walked everyone in the timaginations of their own evil 
hearts: therefore, will | bring upon them all the words of this covenant, which | commanded them to 
do, which they did them not. Yet they refused to obey, nor listen to my voice, but everyone continued 
to walk in their own stubbornness, which is within their evil hearts; therefore, | will bring down upon 
them all the promises of this covenant, which they refused to follow, or obey. 

And the Lord said unto me, 7A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah and of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. And the Lord revealed to me that a conspiracy was being hatched by the men of Judah and 
the men of Jerusalem. 

They are turned back to the iniquities of the forefathers, which refused to hear my words; and they 
went after other gods to serve them; the House of Judah and the House of Israel have broken my 
covenant which! made with their fathers. The people have turned back to their old ways, the ways of 
their forefathers. They have refused to listen to my voice, they have broken my covenant and gone 
after and followed other gods. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord; | will bring evil upon them, which they shall not be able *to escape; and 
though they shall cry unto me, | will not hearken to them. Therefore, thus says the Lord; | will cause 
evil to come down upon them and there shall be nowhere to escape to; And in their troubles, they 
shall cry out to me, and | will refuse to hear the pleas. 

Then shall the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto the gods unto whom 
they offer incense; but they shall not save them at all in the time of their trouble. Then the cities of 
Judah and all-of the people in Jerusalem shall go to offer incense, worship, and pray to their idol gods; 
but these worthless idols shall not save them in their time of troubles. 

“For according to the number of your cities were their idol gods in Judah: and according to the number 
of streets in Jerusalem have you set up altars to that °sShameful thing, even altars to burn incense unto 
Baal. You have idols set up idols in each of the cities in Judah; And in Jerusalem, there is an altar on 
every street to burn shameful incense to Baal. 

°Therefore, pray not for this people, neither lift up a cry of prayer for them; for | will not hear them in 
the time that they cry unto me in the time of their “troubles. Therefore, the Lord says not to pray for 
this people, and not to travail to me for them in heaven, for | will refuse to listen to them when they 
cry out to me in their evil. 

8What has my beloved to do in my house, seeing that she has wrought lewdness with many, and °the 
holy flesh is passed from thee? ??When you do evil then you rejoice! What right do these evil people 
have to come into my Temple? For you have been unfaithful and worshipped other gods. Can promises 
and sacrifices advert the terrible doom and punishment that is coming upon you? Do you really think 
you can have peace and joy once again? 

The Lord called your name; 4A green olive tree fair, and of godly fruit; with the noise of a great tumult, 
he has kindled fire upon it, and the branches of it are broken. The Lord used to call you his favourite 
green tree; beautiful to look at, and always full of luscious fruit, but now he has sent his enemies upon 
you to burn you up and leave all-of your branches charred and broken. 

For the Lord of Hosts that planted you, has pronounced evil against you; for the evil of the House of 
Israel and for the house of Judah, which they have done against themselves, ??to provoke me to anger, 
in offering incense unto Baal. For the Lord God of Hosts planted you, but because of your wickedness, 
he has pronounced evil to come against you. This is because of the evil that both the house of Judah, 
and the House of Israel have done, provoking me to anger because you have offered burnt incense to 
Baal. 

And the Lord has given me knowledge of it, and | know it; that you have shown me their wrongdoings. 
And the Lord has given me revelation knowledge of it and | certainly know it; Yes, the Lord has revealed 
to me all-of your evil sins. 
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But | was “like a lamb or an ox, that is brought to the slaughter; and | knew not that ?they had devised 
(evil) devices against me, saying. Let us destroy ?the tree with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off 
from *the land of the living, °that his name may remembered. But | was like a lamb or an ox being led 
to the slaughter, and | did not know that they had devised wicked plans to murder me, and to obliterate 
my name forever. 

But the Lord of Hosts, who judge righteously, °that tries the reins and ’the heart, let me see your 
vengeance on them; for unto you have | revealed my cause. O Lord of Hosts, you are a just God, please 
examine the hearts and minds of these men. Repay them for all-of the injustice they had planned. Pour 
out your justice upon them. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord to the men of Anathoth, *that seek your life saying, ?Prophesy not in the 
name of the Lord, 7°that you die not by our hands. Therefore, thus says the Lord, to the men of 
Anathoth, who wish to kill you and proclaim to you saying: Do not prophecy in the name of the Lord, 
or we will kill you. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord of Hosts; Behold | will *4punish them; the young men shall die by the 
sword, their sons and their daughters shall die of famine. Therefore, thus says the Lord of Host; Behold 
| shall visit them and their young men shall all die by the sword, and their sons and daughters shall all 
perish by famine. 

And there shall be no remnant of them; for 77! will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, even *?the year 
of their visitation. | will visit their city and | will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, so that their 
whole bloodline will disappear forever. 


Chapter Twelve: The Wicked’s Prosperity 


1 


4Righteous, are you, O Lord with | plead with you: let me *talk with you of your judgements: 
16Wherefore does the ways of the wicked prosper? Wherefore are all they happy that deal very 
treacherously? O Lord, you always give me justice when | bring a case before you to decide. Please 
now let me bring this complaint: Why are the wicked so prosperous? Why are evil men so happy? 

You plant them, yes, they have taken root; 7’they grow, yes and they bring forth fruit; you are near in 
their mouth, and far from their reins. You plant them and their business grows. Their profits grow, and 
they become rich. They say; “Thank God”, but in their hearts, they give no credit to you. 

But you, O Lord knows me; you have seen me, and tried my heart *°towards you; pull them out like 
sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for 1°the day of slaughter. But as for me Lord, you know my 
heart, how it has been tried tested and how it longs for you, to be ever nearer to you ~ even though | 
am poor, O Lord. Please Lord, drag them off like helpless sheep to be slaughtered. Judge them, O God. 
How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, for the wickedness of that dwell 
therein? The beasts are consumed, and the birds, because they said, He shall not see our last end. How 
long must this land of yours have to suffer because of their wickedness? Even the grass in the fields, 
withers, groans, and weeps because of their wickedness. The wild animals and the birds have all moved 
away, leaving the land completely deserted, yet, the people keep saying; The Lord will not bring 
judgement upon us, we are completely safe! 

If you have run with the footmen and they have wearied you, then how can you contend with horses? 
And if in the land of peace, wherein thou trust? They wearied you, then how will you do in 7°swelling 
the Jordan? And the Lord replied to me; If racing with mere men ~ the men of Anathoth — has wearied 
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you, how will you race against horses, against the king, his court and all-of his evil priests? If you 
stumble and fall on open flat ground, what will you do in the Jordan’s jungles? 

For even thy brethren, and the house of your father, even they have dealt treacherously with you. Yes, 
1they have called a multitude after you: Believe them not, for they do not speak fair words with you. 
Even your own brothers and your family have betrayed you and turned against you. They have even 
called for a mob to come and lynch you; Beware! Don’t trust them, irrespective how pleasantly they 
speak. Don’t believe them! 

| have forsaken my house | have left *my heritage; | have given ?the dearly beloved of my soul into the 
hands of my enemies. Then the Lord said; | have abandoned my people, my inheritance; | have 
surrended my wife (Israel), the one | love, over to her enemies. 

My inheritance is unto me as a lion in the forest; it “cries out against me; therefore, have | hated it. My 
people have roared at me like a lion in the forest, so | have treated them as if | hated them. [ Notice 
that God does not hate them, He is only treating them as if He hates them, to try to make them want 
to return back to him.] 

Mine inheritance is unto us as like a °speckled bird; the birds around her are against her; come assemble 
all-of the beasts of the fields, ‘come to devour. My people have fallen. | bring upon them swarms of 
vultures and wild animals to pick the flesh from their corpses. 

Many ’pastors have destroyed *my vineyard, °they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made 
my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. Many foreign priests, pastors, and rulers have ravaged my 
vineyard, trampling down the vines and turning all-of its beauty into a barren wilderness. 

They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourns for me, the whole land is made desolate, 
because no man “lays it to heart. They have made it desolate and | hear its mournful cry, the whole 
land is desolate, and nobody cares! 

The spoilers have come upon all-of the high places through the wilderness; for the sword of the Lord 
shall devour from one of the land to the other end of the land; no flesh shall have peace. Destroying 
armies are plundering the land; the Sword of the Lord, shall devour everyone from one end of the land 
till the other, not one person shall escape! 

12They have sown wheat, but shall reap thorns; they have put themselves to pain, but shall not profit; 
and 73they shall be ashamed of your revenues because of the fierce anger of the Lord. My people have 
sown wheat, but have reaped thorns; They have worked hard but it has done absolutely no good. They 
shall harvest a crop of shame, because the fierce anger of the Lord is upon them. 

Thus, says the Lord against all “my evil neighbours, that touch the inheritance which | have caused 
my people Israel to inherit; Behold, | will pluck them out of their land, and pluck out the House of Judah 
from among them. 

And it shall come to pass, after | have plucked them out 7°! will return and have compassion on them, 
and ?’will bring them again, every man to his heritage, and every man to his land. Thus, the Lord says 
to the evil nations; the evil nations surrounding the land that God gave to his people Israel; See, | will 
force you from your land just as Judah will be forced from her land. But afterwards, | will return and 
have compassion upon all-of you and bring you home to your land once again, each man to his own 
rightful inheritance. 

And it shall come to pass, that if they diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by my name, 
The Lord Lives; as they taught my people to swear by Baal; then ?°they shall be built in the midst of my 
people. 
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But tif they will not obey, | will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, says the Lord. And if these 
heathen nations quickly learn my people’s ways, and claim me as their God instead of Baal, (whom 
they taught my people to worship), then they shall be strong among my people. BUT any nation 
refusing to obey me will be expelled again and finished, says the Lord. 


Chapter Thirteen: Promise to the penitent 
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Thus, says the Lord unto me; Go and get yourself a linen 2girdle, an put it upon your loins, and put it not 
in water. 

30, | go a girdle and put it on according to the Lord. The Lord said to me; Go and buy a linen loincloth, 
and wear it ~ but don’t wash it, don’t put it in water at all. So, | bought the loincloth and put it on, just 
as the Lord had instructed. 

And the Word of the Lord came to me a second time saying; 

Take the girdle that have bought, which is on your loins, and arise and go to the Euphrates (river) and 
hide it there in the cleft of a rock. 

So, | went, and hid it by the side of the Euphrates river, just as the Lord had commanded me. Then the 
Lord’s message came to me again saying; Take the loincloth that you are wearing out to the Euphrates 
River and hide it in a hole in the rocks. So, | did what the Lord commanded me to do. 

And it came to pass after many days that the Lord said to me; Arise, go to the Euphrates River, and take 
the girdle from there, which | commanded you to hide there. 

Then | went to the Euphrates and dug up and took the girdle from the place where | had hidden it; and 
behold the girdle was marred, it was profitable for nothing. After a long time, the Lord said to me; Arise 
and go to the Euphrates River and dig up the loincloth from the place where | told you to hide it. So, | 
went and dug up the loincloth and it was all mildewed and falling apart ~ completely worthless and 
completely useless. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me a third time saying; 

Thus, says the Lord; After this manner will | mar “the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem. 
Then the Lord said: This illustrates the way | will cause the pride of Judah and Jerusalem to rot away. 
This evil people, which refuse to hear my words, which walks in the °imaginations of their hearts, and 
walk after other gods, to serve them, and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle, which is good 
for nothing. 

For as a girdle cleaves to the loins of a man, so have | caused to cleave unto me the whole house of 
Israel and the whole house of Judah, says the Lord; °that they might be unto me for a people, and fora 
name, and for a praise, and for a glory; BUT they would not hear. This evil nation, refuses to listen to 
me, and follows its own evil desires and worships idols; therefore, it shall become as your loincloth, 
completely mildewed, rotten, and absolutely worthless ~ good for nothing. Even as a loincloth clings 
to a man’s loins, so | made Israel and Judah cling to me, says the Lord. They WERE my people, an 
honour to my name, but in their stubbornness, they turned away. This warning is also a warning for 
ALL Nations and PEOPLE who claim to follow Jesus Christ today. Is Jesus the main focus point in your 
life? Is Jesus more important that you wife, your children, your house, or your career? If you answer 
“yes” to any of these statements, then Jesus says; “YOU ARE NOT WORTHY OF ME”! We have to 100% 
on fire for Jesus. The challenge of Joshua 24:15 is still the same today. “Choose this day whom you will 
serve! .... And then Joshua declared before the people; As for me and my household, WE CHOOSE, 
(make a deliberate choice) TO SERVE THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, AND SERVE HIM ONLY”! 

Therefore, you shall speak unto them this word; Thus, says the Lord God of Israel; ’Every bottle shall be 
filled with wine; and they shall say unto you, do we not certainly know that every bottle shall be filled 
with wine? 
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Then you shall say to them; Thus, says the Lord; Behold | will fill all-of the inhabitants of this land, even 
the kings that sit upon King David’s throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all-of the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, 2with drunkenness. 

And | will dash them ?one against another, even the fathers and the sons together, says the Lord; | will 
not show pity, nor have mercy, “but destroy them. Jeremiah, Go and tell them this; The Lord God of 
Israel says; All-of your jugs will be full of wine, and they shall reply; Of course! You don’t need to tell 
us how prosperous we will be. Then tell them; You misunderstand, you are getting the wrong 
impression, | will fill everyone living in this land with helpless bewilderment ~ yes, total confusion, from 
the king sitting on David’s throne, and the priests and the prophets, all the way down to all-of the 
people ~ even the homeless man living in the street. And | will smash fathers and sons against each 
other, says the Lord. | will not let pity, nor mercy spare them from utter destruction. 

Hear Ye, and give ear; for the Lord has spoken. 

Give glory to the Lord your God; °before he causes darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the 
dark mountains, and while you look for light, he turns it into °the shadow of death, and make it ’gross 
darkness. O, | wish that you were not so stubborn! If you were not so stubborn, then you would listen 
and take heed, for the Lord has spoken! Come and give glory to the Lord before it is too late, before 
he causes deep, impenetrable darkness to fall upon you, so that you stumble and fall up on the dark 
mountains; then, when you look for light, you will find only terrible darkness. 

But if you will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine eyes shall weep 
sore, and run down with tears, because the Lord’s flock is carried away captive. Do you still refuse to 
listen? Then in loneliness my breaking heart shall mourn because of your pride. My eyes shall overflow 
with tears, because the Lord’s flock shall be carried away as a slave. 

Say unto ®the King and unto the Queen; Humble yourselves, sit down, for your °principalities shall come 
down, even the crown of your glory. Say unto King (Jehoiachin) and the Queen Mother (Nehashta); 
Come down from your thrones and sit in the dust, for your glorious crowns are removed from your 
heads. They are no longer yours. 

Imagine if a prophet today was to go to Buckingham Palace and tell the Queen of the Commonwealth 
of Nations that God says; “get off your throne and go sit in the dust because your crown has been 
removed from your head”. Do you really think that you would ever get inside the Palace to talk with 
her? Even if she would see you, do you think that any modern-day King or Queen, would actually 
recognize a person, as a prophet from God, delivering God’s message of Judgement to that nation? 
The cities of the south shall be shut up, and none shall open them; Judah shall be carried away captive 
~ all-of it, it shall be wholly carried away captive. 

Lift up your eyes and behold 7°them that come from the north; where is the flock that was given thee, 
thy beautiful flock? 

What will you say when He shall ** punish you? For you have taught them to captains, and as chief over 
thee; shall not trouble take the as a woman in travail? The cities in the Negeb desert, to the south of 
Jerusalem, have closed their gates against their enemies. They must defend themselves because 
Jerusalem cannot help them; and all-of Judah shall be taken away as slaves. Look! See the armies 
marching down from the north! Where is your flock, Jerusalem, your beautiful flock that | gave you to 
take care of? [Notice that God Almighty is giving a message of accountability to the King and Queen 
Mother through Jeremiah the prophet. Whatever gifts he has given into our care, we are responsible 
for, to use, and to protect, to bear fruit that remains. John 15:6] 

And if you shall say in your heart, wherefore do these things come upon me? For the greatness of 
thine iniquity, are “your skirts discovered and your heels **made bare. Examine your own hearts and 
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ask yourselves; Why is the happening to me? It is because of the grossness of your multiple sins; that 
is why you have been raped and destroyed by the invading army. 

Can the Ethiopian change the colour of his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may you also do good, 
that are accustomed to do evil. Can an Ethiopian change the colour of his skin? Or can a leopard take 
away his spots? Nor can you, who are so used to doing evil, now start doing good. [You are now so set 
in your ways it is impossible for you to change. ] 

Therefore (says the Lord) will | scatter them, ‘as the stubble that passes away by the wind of the 
wilderness. 

This is your lot, the portion of thy measure from me, says the Lord: Because you have forgotten me, 
and trusted in falsehood. Because you have put me completely out of your mind, and put your trust in 
false gods, | will scatter you, as chaff is scattered in the wind off the desert. This then is your allotment, 
the measure that is due to you, which | have calculated and measured out especially for you. [There is 
a terrible warning here for individuals, and for nations today. God sees our sins, and if we refuse to 
listen to His prophets, who give us warnings, or read the word and understand the warnings in God’s 
word, then God measures out special punishments for individuals and/or nations, appropriate to the 
sins committed against Him. God knows when governments pass laws which are contrary to His 
written word! Nothing is hidden from Him! God then sends prophets to warn the people and the 
nation. But if the people refuse to change their ways, to repeal or correct the laws which go against 
God’s Holy Word, then God will measure out the appropriate punishment for the nation, ~_“at God’s 
appointed time”!] 

Therefore, (Conclusion) will | discover your skirts upon your face, that your shame may appear. 

| have seen your adulteries, and your ?neighings, the lewdness of your whoredom, and your 
abominations 7on the hills and in the fields. Woe unto you, O Jerusalem! “Will you not be made clean? 
°When shall it once be? |, (the Lord God of Israel) will personally expose you to utter shame. | am 
keenly aware of your apostasy, your faithlessness to me, and your abominable idol worship on the 
fields and in the hills. Woe upon you O Jerusalem! How long before you will be pure? 


Chapter Fourteen: A grievous dearth causes Jeremiah to pray 


1 The Word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah concerning ‘the dearth. 

Judah mourns and ’the gates languish; *they are black unto the ground; and the cry of Jerusalem is 
gone up. This message came to Jeremiah from the Lord, explaining why he was holding back the rain 
and causing a scarcity of food. Judah mourns, business has ground to a halt, all-of the people prostrate 
themselves on the earth, and a great cry rises up from Jerusalem. 

3 Their nobles have sent their little ones to the wells; they came to the wells and found no water; they 
returned with their vessels empty. They were ashamed and confounded, and °covered their heads. The 
nobles and princes sent their servants to the wells to fetch water, but the wells are bone dry ~ 
completely empty. The servants return, baffled and desperate, and cover their faces in grief. 

4 Because the ground is chapt, for *°there was no rain in the earth, the ploughmen were ashamed, they 
covered their heads. The ground is parched, cracked and bare, and the farmers are afraid. 

5 Yes, the “hind also calved in the field, and forsook it, because there was no grass. 

6 And the wild asses did stand in the high places, and they snuffed up the wind like dragons; their eyes 
did fail, because there was no grass. The deer also deserted her calf in the field, because there was no 
grass. The wild donkeys stand upon the bare hills panting like thirsty jackals. They strain their eyes 
looking for grass to eat, but there is none to be found. 
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O Lord, though our iniquities testify against us, do this ‘for your namesake; for our backslidings are 
many; we have sinned against you. O Lord, we have sinned against you grievously, yet help us for the 
sake of your own reputation! 

20, the hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble; why should you be a stranger in the land, 
and as a wayfaring man, that turns aside to tarry for the night? O glorious Hope of Israel, our Saviour 
in times of trouble, why are you acting as a stranger to us, as a traveller passing through the land, who 
is merely stopping to take shelter for the night? 

Why should you be as a man astonied, as a mighty man ?that cannot save? Yet “you O Lord, are in the 
midst of us, and °we are called by your name, ‘leave us not. Lord, are you also baffled? Are you helpless 
to save us? O Lord, you are right here among us, and we carry your name, we are known as your 
people. O Lord, don’t desert us now! 

Thus says the Lord unto this people, thus have they loved to wander, they have not refrained their feet, 
therefore the Lord does not accept them; he will now remember their iniquities and visit their sins. But 
the Lord answers them; You have loved to wander far away from me and have not even tried to follow 
my ways and my commandments. Now | will no longer recognise and accept you as my people; now | 
will remember all-of the evil that you have done, and punish you for your sins. [After God’s mercy 
always comes the judgement]. 

Then the Lord said to me; ’Pray not for this people for their good. And the Lord told me again; Do not 
ask me anymore to bless this people. Do not pray for them anymore! [It is sad when God commands a 
prophet NOT to pray for His people, who are called by his name, because their sins are so great!] 
8When they fast, | will not hear their cry; and ?when they offer burnt offerings and an oblation, | will 
not accept them; but 7°! will consume them by the sword, and by famine and by pestilence. When they 
fast, | will not pay any attention; when they present their offerings and sacrifices to me, | will not accept 
them. What | will give them in return is war, famine and disease. [It is sad that God himself will punish 
His people, with wars (by the sword), famine and disease.] This is a warning for all nations who wander 
away outside of God’s laws and commandments. 

“Then | said, Ah, Lord God! Behold the prophets say unto them. You shall not see the sword, neither 
shall we have famine; but | will give you assured peace in this place. 

Then the Lord said unto me, the prophets, “prophecy lies in my name; | sent them not, neither have | 
commanded them, neither spoke unto them; they prophecy unto you a false vision and a “divination, 
and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their hearts. Then | said to the Lord; their prophets are telling 
them that all is well ~ that no war or famine will come. They tell the people that you will surely send 
them a time of peace, that you will bless them. Then the Lord replied to me; These prophets are telling 
lies in my name! | did not send them, or even tell them to speak. | did not give them any message. They 
prophecy of visions and revelations that they have never seen nor heard; they speak a pack of lies, 
concocted out of their own lying hearts. [Well, we only have to look back over the last part of 2020 
and January 2021, to hear prophets making the same sort of prophecies about the USA, and who will 
lead the country. People prophesying false visions and lies from a polluted heart. Sadly, many people 
listened and were deceived. But praise God! He is still in control, and he will continue to see His plans 
for the USA come to pass. ] 

Therefore, thus says the Lord concerning the prophets that prophecy in my name, and | sent them not, 
yet they say; “sword, and famine shall not be in this land: **by sword and famine shall these prophets 
be consumed.” Therefore, says the Lord, | will punish these lying false prophets, who have claimed to 
be speaking in my name ~ but | did not send them, who say there shall be no war or famine in this land. 
They have spoken their own deaths and the way in which they shall occur. 
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16 And the people to whom they shall prophecy shall be cause out in the streets of Jerusalem, because of 
the famine and the sword; tand they shall have none to bury them, nor their wives, nor their sons, or 
their daughters; for | will pour out their wickedness upon them. And the people to whom they prophesy 
~ their bodies shall be thrown out into the streets of Jerusalem, victims of famine and war; there shall 
be no one to bury them. Husbands, wives, sons & daughters ~ all will be gone. For | will pour out terrible 
punishment upon them for their sins. [So, the false prophets signed their own death warrants, when 
they prophesied falsely in God’s name, and what they prophesied became the method of their deaths. 
But what was the reason for killing all-of the people, who listened to their false messages? God’s 
punishment was brought down upon them, because they did not discern through the Holy Spirit that 
their messages were false. Apostle Paul reminded the people in the New Testament, (both Jew & 
Gentile) to always check the message from the prophets and make sure that it lines up with God’s 
word. Because they failed to do this, they were deceived into believing a lie.] That warning is still valid 
today and what has transpired by “false prophets” making promises about the USA elections is a case 
in point. | hope they realise the enormity of their actions and the consequences. 

17 Therefore, you shall say this word to them; Let my eyes run down with tears night and day, and let them 
not cease for the virgin ?daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, with a grievous blow. 
Therefore, tell my people this: night and day my eyes shall overflow with tears, | cannot help myself 
from crying, because my people, whom | loved have been mortally wounded by the sword and lie 
helpless and mortally wounded on the ground. 

18 If!go forth into the fields, then behold the slain with the sword! And if | “enter into the city, then behold 
them that are sick with famine! Yes, *both the prophet and the priest °go about into a land they know 
not. If | go out into the fields, there lies the bodies of those killed by the sword; and if | walk in the 
streets, there | see the dead who died from famine of disease. 

19 Have you utterly rejected Judah? Has your soul loathed Zion? Why have you smitten us? We looked for 
peace, and there is no good; and for a time of healing, and behold trouble. Oh Lord, the people will cry 
out: “Have you completely rejected Judah? Do you abhor Jerusalem? Even after punishment, will there 
be no peace? We thought, now at last, He will heal us and bind our wounds. But no peace has come, 
and there is trouble and terror everywhere. 

20 We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers; 7for we have sinned against 
thee. O Lord, we confess our wickedness, and that of our fathers also. 

21.  Donot abhor us; ®for they name’s sake, do not disgrace the throne of thy glory; 2remember, break not 
thy covenant with us. Do not hate us Lord, for the sake of your own name. Do not disgrace yourself 
and the throne of your glory, by forsaking your promise to bless us. 

22 


What heathen god can give us rain? Who but you alone, O Lord our God, can do such things as 
this? Therefore, we will wait for you to help us in our time of need. 


Chapter Fifteen: The Jews’ Utter Rejection and Manifold Judgements 


1 Then said the Lord unto me, ?7though *2Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind, yet my mind 
could not be towards this people; cast them out of my sight, and let them go forth. The Lord said to 
me, even if Moses and Samuel came before me pleading for this people, even then | would not help 
them ~~ away with them, get them out of my sight! 
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And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, whither shall we go forth? The you shall tell them, thus 
says the Lord; ‘such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword, and such 
as are for the famine, to the famine, and such as are for captivity, to the captivity. And if the people 
come and say to you, where can we go? Tell them the Lord says: Those who are destined for death, 
shall be put to death, those who must die by the sword, shall be killed by the sword, and those who 
are doomed to die from famine, shall die of starvation, and those who are doomed for captivity, shall 
be led captive to another land. 

! will appoint over them four kinds, says the Lord; The sword to slay, and the dogs to tear, and the 
fowls of the heavens, and the beasts of the earth, to devour and destroy. | will appoint over them four 
different families of destroyers, says the Lord ~ the sword to kill, the dogs to tear, and the vultures and 
the wild animals to finish up what is left of the carcasses. 

And | will ?cause them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth, because of “Manasseh, the son 
of Hezekiah, king of Judah, for that which he did in Jerusalem. Because of the wicked things that 
Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, king of Judah did in Jerusalem, | will punish you so severely that your 
fate will horrify the peoples of the whole world. [When the Prince of a King does something terribly 
wrong, God judges and punishes the whole nation. That should be a warning to all leaders, to make 
sure that they keep their own house in order ~ otherwise the whole nation suffers. ] 

For who shall have pity on you, Jerusalem? Or who shall bemoan thee? Or who shall go aside to enquire 
“how thou doest? Who will feel sorry for you, Jerusalem? Who will weep for you? Who will even bother 
to ask how you are? 

You have forsaken me, says the Lord, you have gone backwards; therefore, will | stretch out my hand 
against you, and destroy you; lam weary with repenting. You have forsaken me and turned your back 
upon me. Therefore, | will stretch out my hand and destroy you, for |am no longer going to keep giving 
you anymore chances. [God is merciful, He sees the sins of a nation and sends them warnings through 
their prophets, to repent. If they do, the mercy continues; but a time comes when mercy stops and 
judgement in implemented and this is what we see here for the nation of Israel. This should be a 
warning for every nation on this earth; there will be warnings through your prophets, but if you 
refuse to listen and repent, then mercy will stop and judgement will come upon you] 

And | will fan them with a fan in the gates of their land; | will bereave them of ’children, | will destroy 
my people, since they return not from their ways. | will sift you at the gates of your cities, and take from 
you all that you hold dear, and | will destroy my own people, because they have refused to turn back 
to me from all-of their evil ways. 

Their widows are increased to me above the sand of the seas; | have brought upon them against ®*the 
mother of the young mena spoiler at noonday; | have caused him to fall upon it suddenly, and terrors 
upon the city. There shall be countless widows at midday, at midday | will bring death to the young 
men and grief to their mothers. | will cause fear, anguish and terror to fall upon them suddenly. 

She that has born seven languishes; she has given up the ghost; her sun has gone down while it is yet 
day; she has been ashamed and confounded; and the residue of them will | deliver to the sword, before 
their enemies, says the Lord. The mother of seven children sickens and faints, for all-of her sons are 
dead. The sun has gone down while it is still day. She sits childless now for all-of her children are dead 
and there is no-one to help her. 

°Woe is me, my mother, that you have borne me a man of strife, and a an of contention to the whole 
earth! | have neither lent nor usury, nor men have lent to me on usury; yet every one of them does curse 
me. Then Jeremiah said: What sadness is mine, my mother; O, that | had never been born. For | am 
hated everywhere | go. | am neither a creditor soon to foreclose on an outstanding debt, or a debtor 
who refuses to pay ~ yet they all curse me. 
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The Lord said; Verily tit shall be well with the remnant; verily | will 7?cause the enemy to entreat they 
well in the time of evil, and in the time of affliction. Well, let them curse! Lord. You know how much | 
have pleaded with you on their behalf; how | have begged you to spare these enemies of mine. 

Shall iron break the northern iron and steel? 

Thy substance and thy treasures will | give to the spoil without price, and that for all thy sins, even in 
all thy borders. 

And | will make thee to pass with thine enemies into 4a land which you know not; for a fire is kindled in 
my anger, which shall burn upon you. Can aman break bars of northern iron or bronze? This people’s 
stubborn will cannot be broken either. So, because of all-of your terrible sins against me, | will deliver 
all-of your wealth as spoils of war to your enemy. | will have your enemy take you as slaves, to a land 
where you have never been before, for my anger burns like fire and it will consume you. 

O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors; take me not away in 
your longsuffering; know that for your sake | have suffered rebuke. 

Your words were found and *I ate them; and your words were unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; 
for °l am called by thy name, O Lord of Hosts. Your words are what sustains me; they are food for my 
hungry soul. They bring joy to my sorrowful heart, and satisfy me. How proud | am to bear your name 
(to be called by your name), O Lord. 

71 sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; | sat alone because of thy hand; for you have 
filled me with indignation. 

Why am | in perpetual pain, and my wound incurable, which refuses to be healed? Will you be 
altogether unto me as a liar, and as waters that °fail? | have not joined the people in their worldly 
merry feasts. | sit alone beneath the Hand of God. | burst with indignation at their rebellion and their 
sins. Yet you have failed me in my time of need! You have let them continue to persecution me, without 
restraint. Will they never stop hurting me? Your help is as uncertain as a seasonal mountain brook ~ 
sometimes a flood, sometimes a trickle, and sometimes as dry as a bone. [The scriptures tell us the 
God will never leave us nor forsake us, yet here we have a prophet of the Lord, “having a pity party” 
about God’s attitudes and unreliableness, needless to say, He gets a blast from the Lord over his 
attitude. | 

Therefore, thus says the Lord: 9IF you return (to me), THEN | will bring you again, and you shall stand 
before me; and if you take the precious from the vile, you shall be as my mouth; let then return unto 
thee; but return not unto them. And the Lord replied: “Stop this foolishness ~ and talk some sense! 
Only if you return to trusting me, shall | let you continue as my spokesman (My prophet). You are to 
influence them, not let them influence you. [God makes it pretty plain here, that He is not too 
impressed with Jeremiah and his attitude, and even threatens to remove Him from His assignment as 
His prophet, if he did not get his act together. He makes a very good point for all people called to be 
God’s witness in this challenging world. As Christians, we are to be an influence on the world ~ but not 
let the world become an influence on us, and our lifestyle. ] 

And | ?°will make you unto this people a fenced brazen wall; and they shall fight against you, but “they 
shall not prevail against you, for |am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. 

And | will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and! will redeem you out of the hand of the terrible. 
They will fight against you like a besieging army fighting against a high city wall. But they will not 
conquer you for | am with you to protect and deliver you, says the Lord. Yes, | will certainly deliver you 
from these wicked men and | rescue you from their ruthless hands. 


Chapter Sixteen: The Prophet predicts the utter ruin of the Jews 


1 The word of the Lord came unto me saying; 
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You shall not take a wife, nor have sons and daughters. 

For thus says the Lord concerning the sons and daughter born in this place, and concerning their 
mothers that bare them, and concerning the fathers that begat them in this land. 

They shall die of grievous ‘deaths; *they shall not be lamented; neither shall they be buried; but? they 
shall be as dung upon the face of the earth; and “they shall be consumed by the swords, and by famine; 
and °their carcasses shall be meat for the fowls of the heavens, and for the beasts of the earth. On yet 
another occasion, God spoke to me and said; You must not marry and have children here. For the 
children born in this city, and their mothers and fathers shall die from terrible diseases. No one shall 
mourn for them or bury them, but their bodies shall lie on the ground to rot and fertilize the soil. They 
shall die from war and from famine, and their bodies shall be picked apart by vultures and wild animals. 
[After giving Jeremiah a blast for his wrong attitude in the previous chapter, God gives him this message 
so he will not have to go through the agony of seeing his wife and children die before his face, before 
his own death. Thus, God Almighty shows his protection, love, and mercy for his servants. We should 
all take comfort from these few verses of scripture. ] 

For this says the Lord; °Enter not into the houses of ’mourning, neither go to lament or bemoan them; 
for | have taken away my peace from this people, says the Lord, even my loving kindness and mercies. 
Do not mourn or weep for them, for | have removed my protection and peace from them ~ taken away 
my loving kindness and my mercies. 

Both the great and the small shall die in this land; they shall not be buried, neither shall men lament 
for them, nor cut themselves, nor make themselves bald for them. Both the great and the small shall 
die in this land, unburied and unmourned, and their friends shall not cut themselves, or shave their 
heads as a sign of sorrow ~ as is their heathen customs. 

Neither shall men ’tear themselves for them in mourning, to comfort them for the dead; neither shall 
men give them the cup of consolation to drink for their father or their mother. 

You shall also not go into the house of feasting, that sit with them that eat and drink. No one shall 
comfort the mourners with a meal, or send them a cup of wine, expressing grief for their parent’s 
death. 

For thus says the Lord God of Hosts, the God of Israel; Behold | will cause to cease out of this place in 
your eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, 
and the voice of the bride. For the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel says; In your own lifetime, before 
your very eyes, | will end all laughter in this land, the happy songs, the marriage feasts, the songs of 
the bridegrooms and of the brides. 

And it shall come to pass, when you shall show this people all these words; °wherefore has the Lord 
pronounced all this evil against us? What is our iniquity? What is our sin that we have committed 
against the Lord our God? And when you tell the people all-of these things and then they ask; “Why 
has the Lord decreed all-of these terrible things against us? What have we done to warrant such 
terrible treatment? What is our sin against the Lord God”? 

Then, you shall say unto them; Because your fathers have forsaken me, says the Lord, and have walked 
after other gods, and have served them, and worshipped them, and have forsaken me, and have not 
kept my law. 

And you (this generation) have done 7°worse than your fathers; for behold, you walk everyone after the 
“imaginations of your evil heart, that they may not hearken unto me. 

Therefore, | will cast you out of neither you nor your fathers; and there you shall serve other gods days 
and night; where | will not show you favour. Now tell them the Lord’s reply is this; because your fathers 
turned away from me and they worshipped other gods and served them, they did not keep my laws; 
and you have been worse than your fathers were. You follow evil in your hearts’ content and refuse 
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to listen to me. Therefore, | will throw you out of this land and chase you into a foreign land where 
neither you nor your fathers have been before, and there you shall go ahead and worship your idols 
as much as you like ~ and | will not grant you any favours. 

[LD] Therefore, behold the days come says the Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord lives that 
brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 

[LD] But, The Lord lives that brought up the children of Israel and from the land of the north and from 
all the lands whither He had driven them; and | will bring them again into their land that | gave unto 
their fathers. But there will come a glorious day, says the Lord, when the whole topic of conversation 
will be that God is bringing His people home from the countries of the north, where He sent them to 
be slaves as punishment. You will look no longer back to the time when | brought as slave out of Egypt, 
that mighty miracle will scarcely be mentioned anymore. Yes, | will bring you back again to this land 
same land that | promised to your fathers. 

[LD] Behold | will send forth many “fishers, says the Lord, and they shall fish them; and after | will send 
for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the 
holes in the rocks. Now | am sending for many fishermen to fish from the deeps where you are hiding 
from my anger. | am sending for hunters to hunt you down like deer in the forests, or mountain goats 
on inaccessible crags. Wherever you run to escape my punishment, | will search and | will find and 
punish you. 

[LD] For mine eyes are upon all-of thy ways; they are not hidden from my face, neither are their 
iniquities hidden from mine eyes. For | am closely watching you and | see every sin that you commit; 
you cannot hide them from me. 

[LD] And first | will recompense their iniquity and their sin double; because they have defiled my land, 
they have filled my inheritance with carcasses of their detestable and abominable things. And | will 
punish you doubly for all-of your sins, because you have defiled my land with your detestable idols, 
and filled it up with all-of your evil deeds. [Notice in the Hebrew it makes a distinction between 
“INIQUITY” and ‘SIN. The Oxford Dictionary says that “iniquity” ~ unrighteousness, wickedness, gross 
injustice, and “sin” ~ transgressions against divine law, or principles of morality. Notice the priority 
order, God Almighty puts “INIQUITY” before SIN.] 

[LD] O Lord, my strength *my fortress, and my refuge in my days of affliction, the Gentiles shall come 
unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and 
things, ‘wherein there is no profit. O Lord, my strength and my fortress and my refuge in times of 
trouble, nations will come to you from around the world saying; “Our fathers have been foolish, for 
they have worshipped worthless idols. 

Shall a man make gods unto himself, and °they are no gods? 

Therefore, behold, | will this once cause them to know mine hand and my might; and they shall know 
that °my name is ’The Lord. Can men make God? The gods that they made (with their own hands) are 
not really gods at all. And when they come in that spirit, | will show them my power and my might and 
make them understand at last that | (alone) am God! 


Chapter Seventeen: The Captivity of Judah 


1 The sin of Judah is written with 8a pen of iron, and with the °point of a diamond; it is gravened upon 
the table of their hearts, and upon 7°the horns of your altars. My people sin as though commanded to, 
as though their evil were laws chiselled with a diamond tipped iron nail, upon their stony hearts, or 
inscribed upon the corners of their altars. 

2 Whilst their children remember their altars and “their groves ?by the green trees upon the high hills. 
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3 O1my mountain in the field, | will give thy substance and all thy treasures to the spoil, and they high 
places for sin, throughout all thy borders. Their youths do not forget how to sin, they worship idols 
beneath each green tree, high in the mountains, or even in the open spaces down below; they have 
no shame! Therefore, | will give all-of your treasures to your enemies, as the price that you must pay 
for your sins. [Whenever you sin there are definitely both material and spiritual consequences] 

4 And you, even you “yourself, shall discontinue from your heritage that | gave you; and *! will cause you 
to serve your enemies, in a land you know not; for you have kindled a fire of anger within me, which 
shall burn forever. And the wonderful heritage that | reserved for you, shall slip out of your hands, and 
| will send you away as slaves to your enemies in a distant land that you have never seen before, for 
you have kindled an eternal fire of my anger within me, which cannot be quenched. 


5 Thus, says the Lord: Cursed by the man that trust in man, and *makes flesh arm, whose heart departs 
from the Lord. 
6 For He shall be *like the hearth in the desert; and shall not see when good comes; but shall inhabit the 


parched places in the wilderness, in °a salt land that is not inhabited. The Lord says: Cursed is the man 
who puts his trust in mortal men, and turns his heart away from God! He is like a stunted scrub in 
the desert, with no hope for the future, he lives in the salt-encrusted plains in the barren wilderness; 
good times pass him forever. 

7 But “blessed is the man that trusts in the Lord~ And whose hope iss in the Lord! 

8 For ’he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreads out its roots by the river, and shall 
not see when heat comes, but *her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of *°drought, 
neither shall cease from yielding fruit. Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and has made the 
Lord his hope and confidence. He is like a tree planted beside the riverbank, with its roots reaching 
deep into the water ~ a tree not bothered by the heat, nor worried by long months of drought. Its 
leaves stay green and it goes on producing its luscious fruit. 
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This is a picture taken at the location where it is said that Jesus came to be baptised by John the Baptist 
in the River Jordan. 

On the far bank you can see eucalyptus trees growing on the bank, with their roots going down into 
the river to flourish for continuous supplies of living water. My father was part of the team who 
developed a technique to grow eucalyptus trees from cuttings, (not from seeds), and the NSW Forestry 
Department gave one million plants to Israel as a gift in the mid/late 1970’s, before my father’s death 
in 1983. When | visited this site in 1995, they were very healthy and growing larger each year. 
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The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it? The heart is the most 
deceitful thing there is, and terribly wicked! 

|, the Lord (God of Hosts) tsearch the heart, | *try the reins, even to give each man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. Only the Lord truly knows the purity of your soul. He 
examines deeply into every heart and examines your deepest motives, so He can give to each person 
their rightful reward, according to his deeds & how He has lived his life. (Ref. John 15:16) 

As the partridge *sits on eggs, and hatches them not, so he that gets riches, and not by right, *shall 
leave them °in the midst of his days, and at his end shall be 7a fool. Like a bird that fills it nest with 
young that she did not hatch, that will soon desert her and fly away, so is the man who gets his wealth 
by unjust (corrupt) means. Sooner or later he will loose all-of his riches and at the end of his life he will 
be a destitute old fool. 

A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary. But our refuge is in your throne, 
which is eternal, high and glorious. 

O Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me, shall 
be 8written in the earth, because they have forsaken the Lord, ?the fountain of living waters. O Lord, 
the (only) hope of Israel, all who turn away from you shall be disgraced and shamed; they are registered 
for earth not for glory, for they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of Living Water. 

Heal me Lord, and | shall be healed! Save me and | shall be saved; for you are my praise! Lord, you 
alone can heal me; you alone can save me; for my praises are for you alone. 

Behold, ?°they say unto me, where is the word of the Lord? Let it come now! And the men of Israel keep 
scoffing at me saying; If these things that you are saying really comes from the Lord, where is the 
evidence of it in Israel? [Sadly, the people of Israel have even refused to acknowledge that this is the 
word of the Lords spoken through his prophet. But when it comes to pass it will be too late for them 
to act.] 

As for me, 74! have not hastened from being a pastor’? to follow you; neither have | desired the woeful 
day; you know; that what came out of my lips was right before you. Lord, you know | do not want 
these people to be crushed by a terrible calamity. This is your plan ~ not mine. | have just spoken it to 
the people, as you have commanded me to speak. | don’t wanty these people to be doomed. 

Be not a terror unto me; for you are my (only) hope in the day of evil. 

Let them be confounded that persecute me; let them be dismayed, but let not me be dismayed’ bring 
unto them the day of evil, and destroy them with double destruction. Lord, don’t desert me now! You 
alone are my only hope. Bring confusion and trouble upon all them that persecute me, but give me 
peace. Yes, bring double destruction upon them. 

Thus, says the Lord unto me; go and stand in the gate of the children of the people, whereby the kings 
of Judah come in, and by they which go out, and in all-of the gates of Jerusalem. 

And say unto them; Hear ye the word of the Lord; you kings of Judah, and all Judah and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, that enter in by these gates; 

Thus, says the Lord; Take heed to yourselves, and “bear no burden in the Sabbath Day, nor bring it in 
by the gates of Jerusalem; 

Neither carry forth a burden out if your houses on the Sabbath Day, neither do you any work, but hallow 
you the Sabbath Day, as | have commanded your fathers. 

But they obeyed not! Neither did they incline their ear, but made their necks stiff, that they might not 
hear, nor receive instruction. Give this message to all-of the people; Hear the word of the Lord, you 
kings of Judah, and all-of the people living in this nation, and all-of you citizens of Jerusalem. The Lord 
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says; Take warning and live, do no unnecessary work on the Sabbath Day, but make it a holy day. | gave 
this commandment to your fathers, (as an everlasting covenant) but they did not listen or obey. They 
stubbornly refused to pay attention and be taught. 


BUT IF YOU DO NOT hearken unto me and hallow the Sabbath Day, and not to bear a burden, even 
entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath Day; THEN | WILL KINDLE A FIRE IN THE GATES 
THEREOF; and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched! BUT if you will not 
listen to me, if you refuse to keep the Sabbath holy, if on the Sabbath you bring in loads of merchandise 
through these gates of Jerusalem, just like on other days, then | will set fire to these gates. The fire 
shall spread to the palaces and utterly destroy them, and no-one shall be able to extinguish the raging 
flames. THIS IS THE PUNISHMENT FOR REBELLION! 


Chapter Eighteen: The Potter’s House 


1 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah saying:® 

2 Arise and go down to ’the potter’s house and there | will cause you to hear my words. 

3 Then | went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the °wheels. 

4 And the vessel that he made °of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so, he made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. A further message came to Jeremiah from the Lord; 
Go down to the house of the potter and watch him with the clay. So, | went down to the house of the 
potter and saw the potter working at his wheel, but the clay shape that he was making was damaged, 
so he kneaded it back into a lump of clay and started again. 

5 Then, the word of the Lord came to me saying; 

6 O house of Israel, cannot | do with you as this potter? Says the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the 
potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. O house of Israel, don’t you realise that | can 
do the same to you, as that potter is doing with the clay? | can take you and reshape you into the image 
of a nation that | require at any time. Don’t you realise it can be easy, or it can be painful ~ it all depends 
upon your willingness to be obedient to my word, and my commandments. [So, it is with each of us 
today; Jesus can take us, and mould us, and reshape us, at any time He chooses, but because He loves 
us, he does not want it to be too painful, so He allows us to follow our own hearts desires, and as a 
result, we choose our own pain levels]. 

7 At what instant shall | speak ™concerning a nation, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it. 
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If a nation, against whom | have pronounced, turn from their evil, +! will repent of the evil | thought to 
do unto them. When | proclaim that a certain country is to be captured and destroyed, then if that 
nation turns from its wicked ways, | will relent and not destroy it. 

And at what instant | shall soeak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant 
it. 

If it does evil in my sight, that it obeys not my voice, then | will repent of the good, wherewith | said that 
| would benefit them. And if | announce that | will raise up a nation and make them strong and great, 
but then that nations turns away from me and does evil in my sight and refuses to obey me, then | too 
will change my mind, and not bless that nation, nor make them great, as | had originally planned. 
Now therefore, go to speak to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying; thus, says 
the Lord; Behold | frame evil against you, and devise a device against you; return every one of you from 
his evil ways, and make your ways and your doings good. 

And they said: *there is no hope; but we will walk after our own devices and we will everyone do their 
own imaginations of their evil hearts. Therefore, go and warn all-of Judah and Jerusalem, saying; hear 
the word of the Lord. | am planning evil against you now, instead of good; turn back from your evil 
paths, and do what is right (while there is still time). But they replied; “Don’t waste your breath! We 
have no intentions of doing what the Lord God Almighty says; We will continue to live as we want to; 
free from any restraints, full of stubbornness, wickedness and pride”. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord; 7Ask you now among the heathen, who has heard such things; the virgin 
of Israel has done a very horrible thing. Then the Lord said: Even among the heathens no-one has ever 
heard of such a thing! My people have done something so horrible it is impossible to understand. 

Will a man leave the snow of Lebanon, which comes down from the rock of the field? Or shall the cold 
flowing waters that comes from another place be forsaken? The snow never melts on the high 
mountain peaks in Lebanon. The cold flowing streams from the rocky crags of Mount Hermon never 
run dry. 

Because “my people have forgotten me, they have burnt incense to vanity, and they have caused them 
to stumble in their ways from the °ancient paths, in a way not cast up; The natural things can be 
counted on. But not my people! For they have deserted me and turned to foolish idols. They have 
turned away from the ancient highways of good, and now walk upon the muddy paths of sin. 

To make their land °desolate, and a perpetual hissing; everyone that passes by, shall be astonished, 
and wag his head. Therefore, their land shall become desolate, so that all who pass by shall be 
astonished and gasp in amazement, at its utter destruction. 

| will scatter them with the east wind before their enemy; | will show them the back, and not the face, 
in the day of their calamity. | will scatter my people before their enemies, just like the east wind scatters 
dust; and in all-of their troubles, | will turn my back on them and refuse to acknowledge their troubles. 
Then they said; come “let us devise devices against Jerusalem; ?°for the law shall not perish from the 
priests, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him “with 
the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words. Then the people said: “Come and let us get 
rid of Jeremiah. We have our own priests and wise men and prophets ~ we don’t need his advice. Let’s 
silence him, that he may not speak anymore against us, nor bother us again”. [People are asking for 
trouble when they decide to kill God’s anointed ~ it never ends up well, or with a blessing for them!] 
Give heed to me, O Lord, ad hearken to the voice of them that contend with me. 

Shall be recompensed for good? For they have dug 7a pit for my soul. Remember that | stood before 
thee to speak good for them, and to turn away your wrath from them. O Lord, my strength and my 
fortress, my refuge in the day of trouble, nations from around the world will come to you saying; “our 
fathers have been foolish, for they have worshipped worthless idols. Can men make God? The gods 
that they made are not really gods at all”. 
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Therefore, ‘deliver up their children to the famine, and “pour out their blood by the force of the sword; 
and let their wives be bereaved of their children, and become widows; and let their men be put to death; 
let their young men be slain by the sword in battle. So, now Lord; let their children starve to death, and 
let the sword pour out their blood! Let their wives become widows and be bereft of all-of their 
children! Let their men die in plagues and epidemics, and their youth die in battle! 

Let a cry be heard from their houses, when you shall bring a troop suddenly upon them; for they have 
dug a pit to take me, and hid snares for my feet. 

Yet, Lord, you know all-of their counsel against me ?to slay me; “forgive *not their iniquity, neither blot 
out their sin from your sight, but let them be overthrown before you, deal with them in your time of 
anger. Let screaming be heard from their houses, as troops of soldiers come suddenly upon them, for 
they have dug a pit for me to fall into, and they have hidden traps along my path. Lord, you know all- 
of their murderous plots against me. Don’t forgive them, don’t blot out their sins, but let them perish 
before you; deal with them in your anger. 


Chapter Nineteen: The desolation of the Jews is predicted 


1 


Thus, says the Lord; go and get °a potter’s earthen bottle, and take of the ancients of the people, and 
of ’the ancients of the priests; 

And go forth into ®the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of ?the east gate, and proclaim 
there the words that | shall tell you. The Lord said, buy a clay bottle and take it out through the eastern 
gate (the sun gate) into the valley of Ben Hinnom. Take some of the elders of the people and the some 
of the older priests with you, and speak to them whatever words | say to you. 

And say to them, hear ye the word of the Lord, ?°O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem; thus 
says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: behold | will bring evil upon this place, and whoever hears this 
message, their ears should tingle. Hear the Word of the Lord, O kings of Judah and all-of the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem; thus says the Lord God of Hosts, the God of Israel; behold, | will bring evil and destruction 
down upon this place and the ears will tingle of everyone who hears this message! 

Because “they have forsaken me and have estranged this place, and have burnt incense in it unto other 
gods, whom neither they, nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this 
place with the blood of innocents; 

12They have built also the high places of Baal, **to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, 
4which | commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind; Because they have forsaken me 
and desecrated this place and have burnt incense in this place to other gods, whom neither their kings, 
the fathers not they themselves have ever known. They have built high altars to worship Baal and to 
offer up their sons to Baal, and they have polluted this place with the blood of their innocent sons. | 
never commend them to do this, it did not even enter my mind. 

Therefore, the day comes says the Lord, when this place shall no longer be called **Tophet, nor *°the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, but it shall become known as the valley of slaughter. 

And | will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and | will cause them to fall by 
the sword before their enemies, and by the hands of them that seek their lives: and their carcasses will 
| give to be meat for the fowls of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth. Therefore, the day is coming 
says the Lord, when this place shall no longer be called Tophet, or the valley of Ben Hinnom, but it shall 
be known by everyone as the Valley of Slaughter. For | will confuse the battle plans of Judah and 
Jerusalem and let you enemies kill you with the sword, so that you carcasses shall be food for the 
vultures and the jackals. 
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And +I will make this city desolate, and a hissing; every one that passes thereby shall be astonished and 
his because of all the plagues thereof. And | will wipe Jerusalem off the face of the earth, and everyone 
who passes by will gasp in disbelief at the destruction | have done to this city. 

And?! will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they shall eat 
everyone the flesh of their friends in the siege and the straightness, wherewith their enemies, and they 
that seek their lives, shall straighten them. | will see to it that your enemies lay siege to your cities, until 
all-of the food is gone, and those left inside shall become cannibals and begin to eat the flesh of their 
sons and daughters and even their friends. 

Then 7you shall break the bottle in the sight of the men that go with you. Then in plain sight of all the 
men who are with you, you shall smash the bottle. 

And say unto them, Thus, says the Lord of Hosts; Even so will | break this people, and this city, as one 
breaks a potter’s vessel that cannot be made whole again; and °they shall bury them in Tophet, till 
there is no place left to bury them. After you have smashed the bottle say unto them; Even as | have 
broken this potter’s bottle, so | will break this city and this nation. It shall be totally destroyed, so it 
cannot be made whole again (~ be healed again). The inhabitants shall be buried in the valley of Ben 
Hinnom (Tophet) until there is no space left to bury them. 

Thus, will | do unto this place, says the Lord, and to the inhabitants thereof, and even make this city °as 
Tophet. As it will be in this valley, so will it be in Jerusalem also. | will fill Jerusalem with dead bodies. 
And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, shall be defiled as the place of 
Tophet, because of all the houses 7upon whose roofs they have burned incense unto all-of the hosts of 
heaven and ®have poured out drink offerings to other gods. And | will cause of the houses in Jerusalem 
and the palaces of the king of Judah to be defiled, just like the valley of Ben Hinnom (Tophet) because 
they have defiled these houses, by offering up incense and drink offerings to other gods on their 
rooftops. 

Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, where the Lord had sent him to prophesy; and °he stood in the court 
of the Lord’s house; and said to all-of the people. 

Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, | will bring upon this city and upon all her towns 
all the evil that | have pronounced against it, because they have hardened their necks, that my not hear 
my words. Then Jeremiah returned from the Valley of Ben Hinnom where the Lord had sent him to 
prophesy, and he went and stood in the court of the Lord’s House and said to all-of the people gathered 
there; Thus, says the Lord God of Hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, | will bring down the evil that | have 
proclaimed against this city and all-of the towns in Judah, because they have hardened their hearts 
and refused to listen to my voice. 


Chapter Twenty: Pashur, smiting Jeremiah receives a fearful doom 


1 Now 7°Pashur, the son of *4Immer the priest, who was also chief governor in the House of the Lord, 
heard the Jeremiah prophesied these things. 

2 Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high 7’gate of 
Benjamin, which was by the House of the Lord. Now Pashur, the Chief Governor of the Temple, and 
the son of Immer the priest, heard what Jeremiah had prophesied. Pashur ordered that Jeremiah be 
seized, whipped, and put in the stocks, in the prison adjacent to the high gate of Benjamin, and he 
ordered that Jeremiah be left there all night. [Big mistake to attack God’s anointed!] 

3 And it came to pass on the morrow that Pashur brought forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then Jeremiah 
said to him, The Lord has not called thy name Pashur, but #Magormissabib. The following morning 
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Pashur ordered that Jeremiah be brought out of the prison to stand before him. Then Jeremiah said to 
Pashur; The Lord no longer calls you Pashur, but Magormissabib, which means fear round about you. 
For this says the Lord; | will make you a terror to yourself, and to all your friends; and they shall fall by 
the swords of their enemies, and your eyes shall behold it; and | will give all-of Judah into the hands of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captives into Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword. 
For the Lord will send terror upon you and all-of your friends, and you will see them die by the swords 
of their enemies. | will hand over Judah to the king of Babylon says the Lord, and he shall take these 
people away as slaves to Babylon and kill them. 

Moreover, | will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all the precious 
things thereof, and all the treasures of the King of Judah will | give into the hands of their enemies and 
take them, and ‘carry them to Babylon. 

And you, Pashur and all that dwell in your house, shall go into captivity; and you all shall come to 
Babylon and there you shall die, and shall be buried there, you, and all-of your friends to whom you 
have prophesied lies. |t is interesting that making false prophecies has an impact on the person making 
the false prophecies, but also on their whole family and all-of his friends who heard the false 
utterances. This should be a warning for many people who make prophecies which contradict God’s 
word! ~ God will not be mocked! 

O Lord, you have deceived me, and | was 7deceived; you are stronger that I, and you have prevailed; | 
3am in derision daily, every one mocks me. 

For since | spoke, | cried out, ‘violence and spoil; because the word of the Lord was made a reproach 
unto me, and a derision daily. Then | said, O Lord, you deceived me when you promised me your help. 
| have to give them your message because you are stronger than | am, but now | am the laughing stock 
of the whole city, mocked by all. You have forbidden me from speaking even one word of kindness to 
them; always it is disaster, horror, and destruction. No wonder they scoff and mock and make my name 
a household joke. [Being God’s servant is not always a ‘bed of roses’, but it always results in eternal 
blessings. Many Christians fall by the wayside, because serving the Lord ‘become too hard’, and they 
fail to realise that every test they face, as a witness for Jesus Christ, will result in a glorious ‘testimony’ 
when it is completed. These trials and tests are to perfect out faith in him. Jeremiah will come to realise 
that in time.] 

Then | said, | will not make mention of Him, nor speak anymore in His name. But His word was in °my 
heart, as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and | was weary with forbearing, and | could not stay. But 
| cannot quit. If | say |am not going to mention the Lord ~ never more speak His name ~ then His word 
is like a burning fire inside my heart, burning deep into my bones, and | cannot hold it inside me any 
longer ~ | must speak it out. 

®For | have heard the defaming of many, fear on every side. Report, they say, and we will report it. ’All 
my familiars watched for my halting, saying, peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevail 
against him, and we shall take our revenge on him. But on every side, | hear their whispered threats 
and lam afraid. They say “We will report you”. Even those who | trusted as ‘friends’ are now watching 
me, waiting for me to make a fatal slip. They say among themselves, “He will trap himself, and then 
we will have our revenge on him”. 

But the Lord is with me as a mighty terrible one; therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall 
not prevail; they shall be greatly ashamed; for they shall not prosper; their °everlasting confusion shall 
never be forgotten. But my Lord stands beside me like a mighty warrior, and before Him, the Mighty 
Terrible One, they shall stumble. They cannot defeat me; they shall be shamed and thoroughly 
humiliated, and they shall have a stigma upon them forever. [When you are being obedient on an 
assignment from the Lord, He will never allow you to be defeated, because it would be a very bad 
witness for Him, if the world thought that His power was insufficient to overcome evil.] As it says in 
scripture; If God is for us, who could be against us? (Romans 8:31) 
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But, O Lord of hosts, *that tries the righteous, and sees the reins and the heart, let me see your 
vengeance on them; for unto you have | opened my cause. O Lord of Hosts, who knows the righteous 
from the unrighteous, who examines the deepest thoughts of our hearts and minds, let me see your 
vengeance on them. For | have committed my cause to you. 

Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the Lord. For He has delivered the soul of the poor from evildoers. 
Therefore, | will sing praises unto the Lord, for He has done marvellous things, He has delivered me for 
the hands of my enemies. Give thanks unto the Lord, for He is mighty and glorious. 

2cursed be the day wherein | was born; let not the day that | was born be blessed. 

Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, a man child has been born unto thee; 
making him glad. 

And let that man be like ?the cities that the Lord overthrew, and repented not; and “let him hear the cry 
in the morning, and the shouting at midday. 

°Because He slew me not from the womb, or that my mother might have been my grave, and her womb 
t be always great with me. 

®’Wherefore came | forth out of the womb to see labour and sorrow, that my days should be consumed 
with shame? Yet, cursed be the day that | was born! Cursed be the man who brought my father the 
news that a son was born! Let that messenger be destroyed like the cities of old, which God overthrew 
without mercy. Terrify him all day long with battle shouts, because he did not kill me at my birth! Oh, 
that | had died within my mother’s womb, that it had been my grave! Oh Lord, why was | ever born? 
For my whole life have been nothing but trouble, sorrow, and shame. 

After serving the Lord for many years, as recounted in these first twenty chapters of Jeremiah, 
continually warning the nations of their sins, and the consequences of their sins, we see that even 
great prophets have times of weakness and doubt, and these last few verses shows Jeremiah having 
his own “pity party” before the Lord. Then in the next three chapters God sends him to proclaim 
judgements upon the nations and to reinforce why he was born. We must always remember that 
Christians are God’s New Testament inheritance, and He loves us and wants to care for us and protect 
us, at all times, and in all situations, and He is eagerly waiting for us to come to Him. Remember, we 
have not, because we ask not! 
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Chapter Twenty-One: Jeremiah proclaims the impending siege of 


Jerusalem 


[I] The word of the Lord which came unto Jeremiah, when king Zedekiah sent unto him *Pashur the son 
of Melchiah and ?Zephaniah the son of Maasiah the priest, saying; 

[I] *Inquire, | pray thee of the Lord for us; for “Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon makes war against us; 
if so that the Lord will deal with us according to all his wondrous works, that he may go up from us. 
Then King Zedekiah sent Pashur (son of Melchiah) and Zephaniah the priest (son of Maasiah) to 
Jeremiah and begged, “ask the Lord to help us, for Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, has declared war 
on us! Perhaps the Lord will be gracious to us and do a mighty miracle, as in °olden times (when God 
delivered Jerusalem from Sennacherib, king of Assyria, as referred to in Isaiah chapters 36-37), and 
force Nebuchadnezzar to withdraw his forces. 

[I] Then replied Jeremiah to them; thus, shall you say to king Zedekiah; 

[I] Thus, says the Lord God of Israel; Behold, °! will turn back the weapons of war that are in YOUR 
hands, wherewith you fight against the King of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which besiege you 
outside the walls, and | will assemble them in the midst of this city. 

[I] And | myself shall fight against you, ’with an outstretched hand and a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath. 

[I] And | shall smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast; they shall die of a great pestilence. 
God Almighty instructs Jeremiah to deliver a damning message to King Zedekiah. Go back to King 
Zedekiah and tell him what the Lord God of Israel says; “| will make all-of your weapons useless against 
the king of Babylon and against the Chaldeans besieging you. In fact, | will bring your enemies right 
into the heart of this city, and | myself will fight against you, because | am very angry. And | will senda 
terrible plague against this city and both men and animals shall die”. When the Lord God of Hosts 
decides to fight against you, then you can never win! There is not one reference in scripture where 
this took place. Therefore, all nations be warned! 

[I] And afterwards, says the Lord, *I will deliver Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his servants and the people 
such that are left in this city from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the hand 
of their enemies, and into the hands of those that seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge 
of the sword; *he shall not spare them, neither have pity, nor have mercy. And finally, | will deliver King 
Zedekiah himself and all the remnant that’s left, that remains in the city, into the hands of King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, to slaughter them without pity or mercy. [The scriptures tell us that God 
gives us blessings or curses. | don’t think that the prophecy given by Jeremiah to the King was a 
blessing! But God is a merciful God, He does give us choices and verse 8 was one of them for this nation 
at this time.] 

[I] And unto this people you shall say; Thus, Says the Lord; Behold, 7°! will set forth before you a way of 
life, and a way of death. 

[I] 74He that abides in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence; but he 
that goes out and falls to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and “his life shall be unto him 
fora prey. Tell the people that this is what the Lord says: Take your choice of life or death! Stay here in 
the city of Jerusalem and die ~~ slaughtered by your enemies, or killed by starvation and/or disease ~~ 
or go out and surrender to the Chaldean army and live. [In 1 Corinthians 10:13, God promises us that 
we will never be tested beyond our level of faith, and that He will always show us a “way of escape” to 
those who faithfully put their trust in Him. Here, the Lord is showing them the way of escape, surrender, 
and your life will be saved.] 
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[I] For | have tset my face against this city for evil, and not for good, says the Lord; it shall be given into 
the hands of the King of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. For | have set me face against this city; 
| will be its enemy and not its friend, says the Lord. It shall be captured by the King of Babylon and he 
shall reduce it to ashes. [God says what He means, and means what He says]. This is a very clear picture 
of what is ahead for the people who remain in this city and for the city itself. 

[Il] And concerning the king of the House of Judah, say, Hear the words of the Lord; 

[I] O house of David, this says the Lord; 7Execute judgements *in the morning, and deliver him that is 
spoiled out of the hands of the oppressor; lest my fury go out like fire, and burn that none can quench 
it, because of the evil of your doings. 

[I] Behold, °1 AM against thee! O °inhabitants of the valley, and rock of the plain, says the Lord; which 
say, Who, shall come down against us? Or who will enter into our habitations? 

[I] But, | will 7punish you according to the fruit of your doings, says the Lord: And | will kindle a fire in 
the forest thereof, and it shall devour all things round about it. And to the King of Judah, the Lord says; 
| am ready to judge you because of the evil that you are doing. Quick! Give justice to those you are 
judging! Begin to do what is right before my burning fury flashes out upon you like a fire that cannot 
be quenched. | will fight against this city of Jerusalem, which boasts; “We are safe, no-one can touch 
us here”. And | myself, will destroy you for your sinfulness, says the Lord. | will light a fire in the forests 
that will burn up everything in its path. 


Chapter Twenty-Two: Exhort the king’s house 


1 


Thus, says the Lord; Go down to the house of the King of Judah, and there speak this word, 

And say, Hear the Word of the Lord, O King of Judah, that sits upon the throne of David, you, and your 
servants, and your people that enter in by these gates: 

Thus, says the Lord; *Execute your judgements and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the 
hands of the oppressor; and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, nor the fatherless, nor the 
widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place. 

For if you do this thing indeed, °then shall there enter in by the gates of this house, kings sitting 7?7upon 
the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he and his servants, and his people. 

BUT, if you will not hear these words, 74! swear by myself, says the Lord, that this house shall become a 
desolation. 

For thus says the Lord unto the king’s house of Judah; You are Gilead unto Me, and the head of Lebanon; 
yet surely, | will make you a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited. Then the Lord said to me; 
Go over and speak directly to the king of Judah and tell him this; Listen to the message from God, O 
king of Judah, sitting on David’s throne; and let your servants and the people (at large) hear this 
message too. The Lord says; Be fair minded! Do what is right! Help those in need of justice! Quit your 
evil deeds! Protect the rights of aliens and immigrants, orphans, and widows, stop murdering the 
innocent! If you stop all-of these terrible deeds that you are doing, then | will deliver this nation, and 
once more give kings to sit on David’s throne, and there shall be prosperity for all. [Where there is 
righteous government, God commands a blessing]. But, if you refuse to pay attention to this warning 
message, | swear by my own name, says the Lord, that your palace shall become a shambles. For this 
is the message concerning this palace. You are as loved by me as the fruitful Gilead and the green 
forests of Lebanon; but | will destroy you and leave you deserted and uninhabited. When God Almighty 
makes a vow on His own name to do something ~ it cannot be changed! Here we see God Almighty 
giving the King of Judah a choice; either repent of your sinful ways and be blessed, or refuse to repent 
and change your ways, and see utter destruction of all-of the palaces in Judah. Here we have the three 
most important facets of God: (a) Mercy and Blessings, for those who obey, and (b) Judgement for all 
who refuse to repent and change their ways. 
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And | will prepare destroyers against you, everyone with his weapons; and they will cut down the “your 
choice cedar trees and throw them into the fire. |f you refuse to obey my warnings, then | will send 
armies against you and they will come as a wrecking crew, to destroy everything in their path, including 
the massive cedar trees which they will uproot and cast into the fire. 

And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say everyman to his neighbour; 7Wherefore has 
the Lord done this to this great city? 

3Then they will answer, because they have forsaken the Covenant of the Lord their God, and worshipped 
other gods, and served them. Many people will pass by this once great city and say to each other, “Why 
did the Lord do this? Why did the Lord destroy this great city”? And they will answer, “Because the 
people who were living here forgot the Lord their God, and violated the covenant agreements He had 
with them, for they worshipped idols”. 


4Weep not for the dead, neither bemoan him; but weep bitterly for “him who goes away; for he shall 
return no more, nor see his native country (again). 

For thus says the Lord touching °Shallum, the son of Josiah, King of Judah, which reigned instead of 
Josiah his father, which went forth out of this place; He shall not return here anymore. 

But he shall die ’in the place where they led him captive, and he shall see this land no more. Don’t 
waste your energy weeping for the dead, but weep bitter tears for the living, who are taken away from 
this place, because they will die and never see their homelands again. For the Lord says about Shallum 
(Jehoahaz) who reigned for 3 months in the year 609 B.C. and was taken away as a captive. He shall 
die in Egypt and never again see his own country again. 

8Woe to him that builds his house by unrighteousness and his chambers by wrong; °that uses his 
neighbour’s services ?°without wages, and gives him not for his work: 

Who says; | will build me a wide house, with “large chambers, and cut out windows, and it is to be 
sealed with cedar, and painted with vermilion? 

Shall you reign, because you close yourself in cedar? Did not your father eat and drink and *7do 
judgement and justice, and then it was well with him? 

He judged the cause of the poor and the needy; then it was well with him; was this not “to know me? 
Says the Lord. 

+5But your eyes and your heart are not but for covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for 
oppression, and for *°violence to do it. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord concerning *’Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, the king of Judah; 7°They shall 
not lament for him, saying; Ah my brother! or Ah my sister! They shall not lament for him saying; Ah 
Lord, or, Ah his glory! 

For he shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth outside the gates of Jerusalem. 
And woe to you King Jehoiakim, for you are building your palace with forced labour. By not paying 
wages to the workers, you are building injustice into the walls, and oppression into its doorframes, 
windows, and ceilings. You say, “I will build a magnificent palace, with huge rooms and many windows, 
panelled throughout with fragrant cedar walls and painted a lovely red colour”. But a beautiful palace 
does not make a king! [Nor does a beautiful White House make a President!] Do you know why your 
father Josiah reigned for so long? Because he was just and fair in all-of his dealings. That is why God 
blessed him. He saw to it that justice and help were given to the poor and the needy and all went well 
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for him. This is how a man must live ~~ close to God! But you! You are full of selfish greed and all 
dishonesty! You murder the innocent, oppress the poor, and reign with ruthlessness ~~ without any 
mercy! Therefore, this is God’s punishment against King Jehoiakim, who succeeded his father Josiah 
onto the throne. His family will not weep for him when he dies. His subjects will not even care that he 
is dead. He shall be buried like a dead donkey, dragged out of Jerusalem, and thrown onto the garbage 
heap, outside the City gates, and there to be left to become food for the vultures and jackals. 

Go up to Lebanon and cry; and lift up your voice in Bashan, and cry from ‘the passages; for all thy lovers 
are destroyed. 

| spoke unto you in your 2prosperity; but you said, “I will not hear”! This has been your manner since 
your youth, because you have not obeyed my voice. 

The wind shall eat up all-of 7your pastors, and thy lovers shall go into captivity; surely then shall you be 
ashamed and confounded for all-of thy wickedness. 

O ‘inhabitants of Lebanon, that makes your nests in the cedars, how gracious shall you be when pangs 
come upon thee; the pain as of a woman in travail. 

°As | live, says the Lord, though °Coniah, the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah was ’the signet ring upon 
my right hand, yet would | pluck thee hence. 

25 And *I will give them, in to the hands of them that seek your life, and into them whose face you fear, 
even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon and into the hands of the Chaldeans. 

And | will cast you out and your mother who bare you, into another country, where you were not born; 
and there you shall die. 

But to the land that they desire to return to, they shall not return! 

Is this man Coniah, a despised broken idol? Is he °a vessel wherein there is no pleasure? Wherefore, are 
they cast out, he and his seed, and are cast into a land which they know not. 

100 earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord. 

Thus, says the Lord, write you this man “childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days; for no man 
of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling anymore in Judah. Weep! For you 
allies have all gone, they have all been destroyed! Search for them in Lebanon and shout for them in 
Bashan; seek them at the fording points of the Jordan River. See, they are all destroyed. Not one is left 
to help you! When you were prosperous, | warned you, but you replied; “Don’t bother me”! Since 
childhood you have been rebellious in this way ~~ you just won’t listen! And now all-of your allies have 
all disappeared like a puff of wind; all-of your friends have been taken off as slaves. Surely now you 
will see your wickedness and be ashamed. It is very nice to live graciously in a beautiful palace, among 
the cedars of Lebanon, but soon you will cry and groan in anguish ~ anguish as a woman in labour. As 
for you Coniah (a slang for his name Jeconiah), son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, even if you were the 
signet ring on my right hand, | would pull you off and give you to those who seek to kill you, of whom 
you are so desperately afraid ~ to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and his mighty army. | will throw 
you and your mother out of this country, and you shall die in a foreign land. You shall never ever return 
to the land of your birth and the land of your desire. This man Coniah is like a discarded, broken dish. 
He and his children will be exiled to distant lands. O earth, earth, earth, hear the words of the Lord: 
The Lord says: Record this man as childless, for none of his children shall ever sit upon the throne of 
David, or rule in Judah. His life will amount to nothing! [And just as the Lord proclaimed it ~ so, it was 
so!] His grandson was Zerubbabel, the governor, but not one of his descendants sat upon the throne 
of David, or rules in Judah. 
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[M] Woe be unto 7the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 

[M] Therefore, thus says the Lord God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; you have 
scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, | will visit upon you the 
evil of your doings, says the Lord. 

[M] And ?/ will gather the remnant of my flock out of all-of the countries where | have driven them, and 
will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. 

[M] And | will set up 2shepherds over them which shall feed them; and they shall fear no more, nor be 
dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, says the Lord. THE LORD DECLARES: | will send disaster upon 
the leaders of my people ~ the shepherds of my sheep ~ for they have destroyed and scattered the 
very ones that they were assigned to care for. Instead of leading my flock to safety, you have deserted 
them and led them to destruction. And now | will pour out judgements upon you for the evil that you 
have done to them! And | will gather the remnant of my flock from wherever | have sent them, and | 
will bring them back into their own fold. And | will appoint responsible shepherds to care for them, 
and they shall not need to be afraid again; all-of them shall be continually accounted for. 

[M] Behold, the days come, says the Lord, when | will raise unto David a righteous “Branch, and °a king 
shall reign and prosper, and execute justice and °judgement in the earth. 

[M] In his day Judah shall be saved, and ’Israel shall dwell safely; and this is his name whereby He shall 
be called, THE LORD, ?OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

[M] ?°Therefore, behold, the days come, says the Lord, that they shall no more say; The Lord lives, which 
brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 

[M] But, the Lord lives, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north 
country, and from all the countries | have driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land. For the 
time is coming, says the Lord, when | will place a Righteous Branch upon King David's throne. He shall 
be a King who shall rule with wisdom and justice and cause righteousness to prevail everywhere 
throughout the whole earth. And this is his name; The Lord Our Righteousness. At that time, Judah will 
be saved and Israel will live in peace. In that day, people will no longer say when taking an oath; “As 
the Lord lives who rescued the people of Israel from the land of Egypt”, but they will say, “As the Lord 
lives who brought the Jews back to their own land of Israel from the countries in which he had exiled 
them”. 

My heart within me is broken because of the prophets; 72all my bones shake; | am like a drunken man, 
and like aman whom wine has overcome, because of the Lord, and because of the words of His holiness. 
For *3the land is full of adulterers; for “because of swearing the land mourns; the pleasant places of 
the wilderness are all dried up, and their *®course is evil, and their force is not right. 

For ?’both prophet and priest are profane; YES! In my house have | found their wickedness, says the 
Lord. 

Wherefore their ways shall be slippery ways in the darkness; they shall be driven on, and fall therein; 
19for | will bring evil down upon them, even the year of their visitation, says the Lord. My heart is broken 
for the false prophets, who are full of deceit. | awake with fear and stagger like a drunkard does from 
wine, because of the awful fate that is awaiting them, for God Almighty has decreed holy words of 
judgement against them. For the land is full of adultery and the curse of God is upon it. The land itself 
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is mourning, the pastures are all dried up, for the prophets do evil and their power is used wrongly; 
And the priests are just like the prophets! All ungodly, wicked men. | have seen their despicable acts 
right here in my own Temple, says the Lord. Therefore, their paths will be dark and slippery; they shall 
be chased down dark and treacherous trails, and fall. For | will bring evil upon them and see to it, when 
their time has come, that they pay their penalty in full for all-of their sins. 

And | have seen “folly in the prophets of ?Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people Israel 
to err. 

| have also seen in the prophets in Jerusalem 7a horrible thing; *they commit adultery, they walk in lies; 
they also °strengthen the hands of evildoers; that none return from their wickedness; they are all unto 
me as the inhabitants °of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord of Hosts, concerning the prophets; Behold, | will feed them with 
wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall; for from the prophets of Jerusalem is ’profaneness 
gone forth into all-of the land. | knew that the prophets of Samaria were (and still are) unbelievably 
evil, for they prophesied by Baal, and led my people Israel into sin; but the prophets of Jerusalem are 
even worse! The things that they do are horrible; they commit adultery and love dishonesty. They 
encourage and compliment those who are doing evil, instead of turning them back from their sins, to 
Repentance. These prophets are as thoroughly depraved as the men of Sodom and Gomorrah were. 
Therefore, the Lord of Hosts says: | will feed them with bitterness and give them poison to drink. For 
it is because of their wickedness that evil now fills this land. 

Thus, says the Lord of Hosts; Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you; they 
make you vain; ®*they speak a vision from their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord. 

They still say unto them that despise me, The Lord has said, You shall have peace; and they say unto 
everyone that walks after the ?°imagination of his own heart, no evil shall come upon you. 

For who have stood in the counsel of the Lord, and who has perceived and heard His word? Who has 
marked His word and heard it? 

Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord has gone forth in its fury; even a grievous whirlwind; it shall fall 
grievously upon the head of the wicked. 

[T] ??The anger of the Lord shall not return, until He has executed, and till he has performed the thoughts 
of his heart; in the latter days you shall consider it perfectly. This is my warning to my people, says the 
Lord of Hosts. Don’t listen to these false prophets when they prophecy to you, filling you with futile 
hopes. They are making up everything that they say. They do not speak for me! They keep saying to 
these rebels who despise me, “Don’t worry! All is well”; and to those who live the way that they want 
to; “The Lord has said that you shall have peace!” But, can you name even one of these prophets, who 
lives close enough to God to actually hear what He is saying? Has even one of them cared enough to 
even listen? See, the Lord is sending a furious whirlwind to sweep away these wicked men. The terrible 
anger of the Lord will not abate until it has carried out the full penalty, He has decreed against them. 
Later, when Jerusalem has fallen (in the latter days), then you will understand what | mean. 

131 have not sent these prophets, yet they ran; | have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. 

But if they stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should have 
turned them from their evil ways, and from the evil of their doings. 

Am 1a God at hand, says the Lord, and *not a God afar off? 

16Can anyone hide himself in secret places that | shall not see Him? Says the Lord. 1”Do | not fill the 
heavens and the earth? Says the Lord. | have not sent these prophets, yet they claim to speak for me; 
| gave them no message, yet they claim that their words come from me. If they were my words, they 
would try to turn my people from their evil ways. Am | a God that is only in one place, and cannot see 
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what they are doing? Can anyone hide from me? Am | not everywhere in all-of the heavens and the 
earth? 

| have heard what the prophets have said, *that prophesy lies in my name, saying, | have dreamed, | 
have dreamed. 

How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies? Yes, they are prophets of the 
deceit of their own hearts; 

Which think to cause me people to forget my name by their dreams which the tell everybody to his 
neighbour; as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. 

The prophet that has a dream, let him tell a dream; and He that has my word, let him speak my word 
faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? Says the Lord. “Listen to the dream that | had from the Lord 
last night,” they say. And then they proceed to lie in my name. How long will this continue? If they are 
“prophets”, then they are prophets of deceit, inventing everything that they say. By telling these false 
dreams they are trying to get my people to forget me, in the same way as their fathers did, who turned 
away to the idols of Baal. Let these false prophets tell their dreams, and let my true messengers 
faithfully proclaim my every word. There is a big difference between chaff and wheat. 

Does not my word burn like a fire? Says the Lord; and like a hammer that breaks the rocks in pieces? 
Therefore, behold, 3] am against the prophets, says the Lord, that steal my words everyone from his 
neighbour. 

Behold, | am against the prophets, says the Lord, *that use their tongues, and say, He said. 

Behold, | am against them that prophesy false dreams, says the Lord, and do tell them, and °cause my 
people to err by their lies, and by their ‘lightness; yet | have not sent them, nor commanded them, 
therefore, they shall not profit this people at all, says the Lord. Does not my word burn like a fire? Asks 
the Lord. Is it not like a mighty hammer that smashes the rocks to pieces? So, | stand against these 
“prophets” who get their messages from each other ~ these smooth-tongues prophets who say, “This 
message is from God.” Their made-up dreams are flippant lies that lead my people into sin. | did not 
send them, and they do not have any message for my people, says the Lord. 

And when this people, or the prophet, or the priest, shall ask thee saying, what is ’the burden of the 
Lord? You shall say unto them, What burden? | will even forsake you, says the Lord. 

And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the people that shall say, the burden of the Lord, | will even 
8punish that man and his house. 

Thus, you shall say everyone to his neighbour, and everyone to his brother; What has the Lord 
answered? And what has the Lord spoken? 

And the burden of the Lord shall you mention no more; for every man’s word shall be his burden; for 
you have perverted the words of the Living God, of the Lord of Hosts © our God. 

Thus, shall you say to the prophet; What has the Lord answered you? And, what has the Lord spoken? 
But since you, the burden of the Lord; therefore, thus says the Lord; Because you say this word, “the 
burden of the Lord”, and | have sent unto you, saying; You shall not say, “the burden of the Lord”; 
Therefore, behold, |, even I, will utterly forget you, and | will forsake you, and the city that | gave you 
and your fathers, and cast you out of my presence. 

And | will bring and everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, which shall not be 
forgotten. When one of the people, or one of their “prophets”, or priests asks you; “Well Jeremiah, 
what is the sad news from the Lord today?” You shall reply; “What sad news? You are the sad news, 
for the Lord has cast you away.” And as for the false prophets and priests, and people who joke about 
“today’s sad news from God,” | will punish them and their families, for saying this. You can ask each 
other, “What is God’s message? What is He saying?” But stop using this term “God’s sad news”. For 
what is sad is you and your lying. You are twisting my words and inventing “messages from God” that 
| did not speak. You may respectfully ask Jeremiah, “What is the Lord’s message? What has He said to 
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you?” But if you ask him about “today’s sad news from God,” when | warned you not to mock like that, 
then I, the Lord God, will unburden myself of the burden that you are to me. | will cast you out of my 
presence, you and this city, that | gave to you and your fathers. And | will bring reproach upon you and 
your name shall be infamous throughout the ages. 


Chapter Twenty-Four: Good and Bad figs 


1 


10 


The Lord shewed me, and, behold two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the Lord, after that 
1Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Coniah 7(Jeconiah) the son of Jehoiakim 
king of Judah, and ?the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had 
brought them to Babylon. 

One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe; and the other basket had very 
naughty figs, which could not be eaten, *they were so bad. 

Then said the Lord unto me, what do you see Jeremiah? And | said, Figs; the good figs are very good; 
and the evil figs, very evil, that cannot be eaten, they were so bad. After Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, had captured and enslaved Coniah (Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim), king of Judah and exiled 
him to Babylon, along with the princes of Judah, and the skilled tradesmen ~ the carpenters and 
blacksmiths ~ the Lord gave me this vision. | saw two baskets of figs placed in front of the Temple in 
Jerusalem. In one basket there were fresh, just-ripened figs, but in the other basket were figs, very 
spoiled ~ too mouldy and rotten to eat. Then the Lord said to me; “What do you see Jeremiah?” | 
replied, “I see figs, some very good quality fresh figs, and others which are spoiled, mouldy and too 
rotten to eat.” [God Almighty is using this vision, to highlight to Jeremiah, the different quality of 
people in Israel who go into the Temple]. 

[M] Again the word of the Lord came to me saying, 

[M] Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel; Like these good figs, so | will acknowledge °them that are 
carried away captive of Judah, whom | have sent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans, °for 
their good. 

[M] For | will set my eyes upon them for good, and ’! will bring them again to this land; and | will build 
them, and not pull them down; and | will plant them and not pluck them up. 

[M] And 4! will give them a heart to know me, that | am the Lord; and they shall be my people, and | will 
be their God; for they shall return unto Me, with their whole hearts. Then the Lord said; The good figs 
represent the exiles who have been taken to Babylon. | have done this for their good ~ for their 
protection. | will make sure that they are well treated and | will bring them back here once again. | will 
help them and | will not hurt them. | will plant them and | will not uproot them. | will change their 
hearts, and give them hearts that respond to me. They shall be my people and | shall be their God, for 
they shall rejoice, and return to me with joy. 

And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus says the Lord: so, will | give 
°Zedekiah, the king of Judah, and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remains, in this land, 
and ?°them that dwell in the land of Egypt. 

And | will deliver them to be removed to all-of the kingdoms of the earth, for their hurt, to be a reproach 
and “a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places that I shall drive them. 

And | will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence among them, till they all be consumed from 
off the land that | have given to their fathers. But the rotten figs represent Zedekiah, king of Judah, his 
officials and all-of the others of Jerusalem left here in this land; and those also who live in Egypt. | will 
make them repulsive to every nation of the earth, and they shall be mocked and taunted and cursed, 
wherever | compel them to go. And | will send massacres and famines and diseases among them until 
they are all destroyed from the land of Israel, which | gave to their fathers. [All-of these things came 
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to pass, just a Jeremiah had prophesied in 586 gc. and so began the great diaspora of the Jews, which 
would be followed some 600 years later by the diaspora of the “followers of Jesus Christ”]. 


Chapter Twenty-Five: The Babylon Captivity Foretold 


1 The word came to Jeremiah concerning all-of the people of Judah, tin the fourth year of the reign of 
Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, that was the first year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon. We can pinpoint the actual date from these records. In the year 
606 BC, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the Prophet, concerning the 
King and the princes and the remnant of the people living in Jerusalem. 
Jehoiakim, also sometimes spelled Jehoikim was the eighteenth and 
antepenultimate king of Judah from 609 to 598 BC. He was the second son 
of king Josiah (referred to in 1 Chronicles 3:15) and Zebadiah, the daughter 
of Pedaiah of Rumah. His birth name was Eliakim. 

2 This is what the Prophet Jeremiah spoke unto all-of the people of Judah, and to all-of the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, saying, 


3 ?From the thirteenth year of Josiah, the son of Ammon, king of Judah, even unto this day, that is the 
twenty-third year, the word of the Lord has come to me, and | have spoken it unto you, rising early and 
speaking; but you have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear. 


4 And the Lord has sent unto you all-of his servant, the prophets, rising early and sending them; but you 
have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear. God speaks clearly to the people through the 
prophets and He has been sending them repeatedly to speak to the people, but the people have 
hardened their hearts, and refused to listen to the words and the messages from the Lord. God is giving 
them one last chance to “turn from their wicked ways”, or suffer the consequences. 


5 They said, ?turn you again now everyone of you from your evil ways, and from the evil of your doings, 
and “dwell in the land that the Lord has given to your fathers °for ever and ever; 


6 And go not after other gods tp serve them, and provoke me not to anger with °the works of your hands; 
and! will do you no hurt. 


7 Yet, you have not hearkened unto me, says the Lord; that you might provoke me to anger with the 
works of your hands to you own hurt. Each time the message from the Lord was this; Turn for your 
wicked ways and from the evil road that you are travelling, and from the evil things that you are doing. 
[Notice God makes a distinction here ~ your evil ways, the ways that you are “thinking” and “the works 
of your hands” ~ the “things that you are doing]. Both of these things cause our God to become angry 
with us, and both are considered (in His eyes) as a sin. Only then (after you have changed your ways 
and your doings) can you continue to live here in this land which the Lord gave to you and your 
ancestors, as an inheritance forever. Don’t anger me by worshipping idols; because if you are true to 
me, then I will not harm you. But you won’t listen; you have gone ahead and made me furious with 
your idols. So, you have brought down upon yourselves all-of the evil that has come your way (and will 
continue to come your way) unless you turn back to me. [And do you think that the Lord was happy 
when an Australian premier said it was ok to have 50,000 people worshipping at a football match (their 
idol) but it was forbidden for people to come together to worship God in their churches? And do you 
think that God was happy when the “Church Leadership” of this nation, just rolled over and accepted 
defeat? Do you think that was a glorious church, proving it had dominion over the prince of this world? 
| don’t think so!] 


8 Therefore, thus says the Lord of Hosts; Because you have not heard my words, 
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Behold, | will send and take all-of tthe families of the north, says the Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against all-of the inhabitants 
thereof, and against all-of these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an 
astonishment, and a hissing, and perpetual desolation. And now the Lord God of Hosts says, because 
you have not listened to me, | will gather together all-of the armies of the north, under 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, | have appointed him as my deputy; [Imagine, God Almighty 
appointing a NON-Believer to be his deputy, to fulfill his judgements and justice against his people in 
Israel]. And | will bring all-of them against this land and its people, and against the other nations 
surrounding you, and | will utterly destroy you and make you a byword of contempt forever. [In the 
Middle East today, there are still some nations which continue to show utter contempt to the people 
and nation of Israel, but that is starting to change]. 


[1] Moreover, 7! will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, *the sound of the *millstones and the light of the candles. 


[!] And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment, and ‘these nations shall serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years. | will take away your joy, your gladness, and your wedding feasts; your 
businesses shall fail, and your homes shall lie in silent darkness. This entire land shall become a 
desolate wasteland. All the world shall be shocked at the disaster that befalls you. Israel and the 
surrounding nations shall serve the king of Babylon for seventy years! [And this prophecy came to pass 
exactly as the Holy Spirit conveyed the message to the Prophet Jeremiah]. 


And it shall come to pass, 7when seventy years are accomplished, that | will punish the King of Babylon, 
and that nation, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and | will make it a perpetual 
desolation. |n verse 9, Jeremiah says that God calls the King of Babylon his servant, but seventy years 
later, God declares war on the King of Babylon and the nation for their iniquity, and proclaims that the 
land of the Chaldeans will be made into a perpetual desolation. This is a great change from being one 
of the seven wonders of the world, with the “hanging Gardens of Babylon”. This should be a warning 
for each and every nation on earth. When you are righteous, God will use you as one of his servants; 
but if a nation allows iniquity to infiltrate the leadership of the nation, then God’s judgement can be 
severe, on the leadership ~ and on all-of the inhabitants of the nation also. 

And | will bring upon this land all-of my words which | have pronounced against it, even all that is 
written ?in this book, which Jeremiah has prophesied against All-of the nations. 

For ?°many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also; and | will recompense them 
according to their deeds, and according to the works of their own hands. | will bring down upon them 
all-of the terrors | have promised in this book ~ all the penalties announced by Jeremiah against the 
nations. For many nations and great kings will now enslave the Chaldeans, just as they enslaved my 
people, | will punish them in proportion to their treatment of my people. 

For thus says the Lord God of Israel unto me; Take ‘the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all- 
of the nations to whom | send you, to drink it. 

And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that | will send among them. 
Then | took the cup at the Lord’s hand, and **made all-of the nations to drink, unto whom the Lord had 
sent me. 

To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, to make them a desolation, an 
astonishment, and a hissing, and a curse; as it is to this day. 

13Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all-of his people. 
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And all-of tthe mingled people, of *the land of Uz, and of all-of the kings of ?the Philistines, and 
Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod. 


21  ‘*Edomand*Moab, and the children of "Ammon, 

22 Andall the kings of ’Tyrus, and all-of the kings of °Zidon, and the kings of the %isles, which are beyond 
the sea. 

23  Dedanand Tema, and Buz, and all ‘that are in the utmost corners. 

24 Andall-of the kings of Arabia, and all-of the kings of ??the mingled people, that dwell in the desert, 

25 Andall-of the kings of Zimri, and all-of the kings of Elam, and all-of the kings of the Medes. 

26 Andall-of the kings of the north, far and near, one with another, and all-of the kingdoms of the world, 
which are upon the face of the earth; and the king of **Sheshach, shall drink after them. For the Lord 
God said to me; “Take from my hand this wine cup filled to the brim with my fury, and make all-of the 
nations that | will send you to, drink from it. The shall drink from it and reel and crazed by the death 
blows that | will rain down upon them.” So, | took the cup of fury from the Lord and made all-of the 
nation’s drink from it * every nation that the Lord sent me to; | went to Jerusalem, and to the cities of 
Judah, and their kings and princes drank of the cup so that from that day onwards they have become 
desolate, hated and cursed, just as they are today. | went to Egypt, and Pharaoh and his servants, the 
princes and the people ~ they to drank from that terrible cup, along with all-of the foreign population 
living in his land. So, did all-of the kings of Uz, and the kings of the Philistine cities; Ashkelon, Gaza, 
Ekron, and what remains of Ashdod, and | visited the nations of Edom, Moab, and Ammon; and all-of 
the kings of Tyre & Sidon (the seashore cities) and all-of the regions across the sea. Dedan, Tema and 
Buz, and the other heathens there; and all-of the kings of Arabia, and of the nomadic tribes of the 
desert; and all-of the kings of Zimri, Elam and Media; and all the kings of the northern countries, far 
and near, one after the other, and finally, the king of Babylon drank from this cup of God’s anger and 
fury. 
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This map is the map of the “known world” at the time of Jeremiah. God sent him to all-of these nations, 
with a message about what will happen to nations that refuse to listen to the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob; and who continue to worship and make offerings to idols and “other gods”. 

Therefore, you shall say unto them; Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; Drink, and be drunk 
and spue, and fall, and rise no more, because of the sword that | shall send among you. 

And if they refuse to ‘take the cup from your hand to drink, then shall you say unto them, thus, says the 
Lord of Hosts, you shall certainly drink it. 

For lo, | begin to bring evil on the city that is called by my name, and should you be utterly unpunished? 
You shall not be unpunished; for | will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, says the 
Lord of hosts. Tell them, “The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel says, drink from this cup of my anger 
until you are drunk and vomit and fall and rise no more, for | am sending terrible wars upon you.” And 
if they refuse to accept the cup tell them, “The Lord of Hosts says that you MUST drink it! You cannot 
escape! | have begun to punish my own people for their disobedience, so do you think that you should 
go free? No! You shall not evade my punishment. | will call for war against all the peoples of the earth.” 
Therefore, prophesy against them all-of these words, and say unto them; *The Lord shall roar from on 
high, and utter his voice from *his holy habitation; He shall mightily roar upon his habitation; He shall 
give a shout, as they, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth. 

A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with the nations, He 
will plead with all flesh; He will give them that are wicked to the sword, says the Lord. 
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32. Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind 
shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. 

33. And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth, even to the other end of the 
earth; ‘they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be as dung upon the ground. 
Therefore, go and prophesy against them. Tell them that the Lord will shout against his own people 
from his holy temple in heaven, and against all those living upon the whole earth. He will shout as the 
harvesters do, who tread the juice from the grapes. That cry of judgement will reach the farthest ends 
of the earth, for the Lord has a case against all nations ~ against all-of mankind! He will slaughter all- 
of the wicked. See, declares the Lord of Hosts, the punishment shall go from nation to nation ~ a great 
whirlwind of wrath, fury and anger shall rise up against the farthest corners of the earth. No nation 
shall be spared. On that day, those that the Lord has slain shall fill the earth from one end to the other. 
No one shall mourn for them, nor gather up the bodies to bury them; they shall be left to fertilize the 
earth. 

34. Howl, you shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, you principal of the flock; for #the 
days of your slaughter and of your dispersion are accomplished; and you shall fall like a pleasant vessel. 

35. And °the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape. 

36. A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and a howling of the principal of the flock, shall be heard; for the 
Lord has spoiled the pasture. 

37. And °the peaceable habitations are cut down because of the fierce anger of the Lord. 

38. He has forsaken his covert, as the lion; for their land is desolate because of the fierceness of the 
oppressor, and because of His fierce anger. Weep, wail and moan, O evil shepherds; let the leaders of 
mankind beat their heads upon the stones, for the time has come to be slaughtered and scattered; 
they shall fall like fragile women. And you will find no place to hide, no way to escape! Listen to the 
frantic cries of the shepherds, and to the leaders shouting in despair, for the Lord (Himself) has spoiled 
their pastures. People now living undisturbed will be cut down by the fierceness of the anger of the 
Lord. He has left his lair as the lion seeking prey; their land has been laid waste by warring armies ~ 
because of the fierce anger of the Lord. 


Chapter Twenty-Six: Jeremiah, denouncing God’s threats is arraigned 


1. 7In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, came this word from the 
Lord saying, 

2. Thus, says the Lord; °Stand in the courts of the Lord’s house, and speak to all-of the cities of Judah, 
which come to worship in the Lord’s house, all the words that | command you to speak unto them; 
°diminish not a word; This message came to Jeremiah from the Lord during the first year of the reign 
of Jehoiakim (son of Josiah) the king of Judah [609 BC]; Stand out in front of the Temple of the Lord 
and make an announcement to all-of the people who have come to worship from many parts of Judah. 
Give them the full message! Do not even leave out one word, of all that | have for them the hear. 

3. “IF” they will listen and hearken to my words, and every man turn from their evil ways, that 7°! may 
repent of the evil which | purpose to do unto them, because of the evil of their doings. 

4. And you shall say unto them, thus says the Lord; “IF” you do not hearken to me, to walk in my law, 
which | have set before you. 

5. ?2To hearken to the words of my servants, the prophets, whom | sent unto you, both rising up early, and 
sending them, but you have not hearkened; 


1 Jeremiah 16:4, 6 ° [Hebrew]~ flight shall perish ° Deuteronomy 4:2 


2 Jeremiah 23:1 from the shepherds, and 10 Jeremiah 18:8, Jeremiah 
3 [Hebrew]~ the days of your escaping from 26:13, 19 
slaughter 6 Isaiah 32:18, Lamentations aa Leviticus 26:14, 
4 [Hebrew]~ a vessel of desire 2:2 Deuteronomy 28:15 
7 Jeremiah 27:1 12 Jeremiah 25:3-4 


8 Jeremiah 19:14 
65 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 
15. 


16. 


THEN | will make this house “like Shiloh, and will make this city 7a curse ?to all the nations of the earth. 
So, the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house 
of the Lord. For perhaps they will listen and turn from their evil ways, and then | can withhold all the 
punishment that | am ready to pour out upon them, because of their evil deeds. Tell them that the 
Lord says: If you will not listen to me and obey the laws that | have given to you, and if you will not 
listen to my servants, the prophets, ~ for | sent them again and again to warn you, but you would not 
listen to them ~ Then | will destroy this Temple, just like | destroyed the Temple at Shiloh, and | will 
make Jerusalem a curse word in every nation on the earth. 

Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made and end to his speaking all that the Lord had 
commanded him to speak to all-of the people, that the priests, and the prophets and all-of the people 
took him, saying; “You shall surely die”! 

Why have you prophesied in the name of the Lord saying, this house shall be like Shiloh, and this city 
shall be desolate, “without any inhabitants? And all-of the people were gathered around Jeremiah in 
the house of the Lord. When Jeremiah had finished his message, saying everything that the Lord had 
told him to, and leaving nothing out of his message, the priests, and the FALSE prophets and all-of the 
people mobbed him, shouting, “Kill him, Kill him! What right do you have to say that the Lord will 
destroy this temple like the one at Shiloh?” They yelled. “What do you mean ~ Jerusalem destroyed 
and not one survivor?” [Sadly, some people, (even in leadership) cannot handle a message from the 
Lord, which does not line up with their agendas. They were prepared to murder the true prophet of 
God, without even examining the reason that God would send such a message. | 

When the princes of Judah heard these things, then they came up from the King’s house unto the house 
of the Lord, and sat down °in the entry of °the new gate of the Lord’s house. 

Then spoke the priests and the (false) prophets unto the princes and to all the people saying; ’7This man 
is worthy to die; °for has prophesied against this city, and you have heard it with your own ears. When 
the princes of Judah heard the commotion, they rushed over from the palace and sat down at the door 
of the Temple to hold court. Then the priests and the false prophets presented their accusations to the 
officials and to the people. “This man should die!” they said. “You have heard with your own ears what 
a traitor he is, for he has prophesied against this city.” 

Then Jeremiah spoke to all-of the princes and to all-of the people, saying, The Lord sent me to prophesy 
against this house and this city all-of the words that you have heard. 

Therefore, now 2amend your ways, and your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your God; and the 
Lord will repent of the evil that he has pronounced against you. 

As for me, behold | am in your hand; do with me 7°as seems good and meet unto you. 

But know for certain, that if you put me to death, you shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourselves, 
and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof; for of a truth the Lord has sent me unto to you to 
speak all-of these words into your ears. Then Jeremiah spoke up in his own defence. “The Lord sent 
me”, he said, “to prophesy against this Temple and against this city. He gave me every word of all that 
| have spoken to you. But if you stop your sinning, and begin obeying the Lord your God, He will cancel 
all the punishment He has pronounced against you. As for me, | am helpless, and in your power ~ do 
with me what you think is right and best. But there is one thing | know for sure, if you kill me, you will 
be killing an innocent man, and the responsibility will lie upon you, and upon this city, and upon every 
person living in it; for it is absolutely true that the Lord sent me to speak every word that you have me 
speak to you.” 

Then said the princes and all-of the people unto the Priests and to the false prophets; this man is not 
worthy to die; for he has spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God. Then the princes and all-of the 
people spoke out against the Priests and the false prophets. “You should know better than this; this 
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man is not worthy to die, because He has been obedient to the Lord our God, and delivered the 
messages from the Lord to us, without any fear for his own life.” 

Then rose up certain of ‘the elders of the land, and spoke to all the assembly of the people, saying; 
?Micah, the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah, king of Judah, and spake to all-of the people 
of Judah, saying, thus says the Lord of Hosts; ?Zion shall be ploughed like a field, and Jerusalem shall 
become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest. 

Did Hezekiah king of Judah put him at all the death? *Did he not fear the Lord, and besought °the Lord, 
and the Lord repented of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus, might we procure great 
evil against our souls. 

And there was also a man that prophesied in the name of the Lord, Urijah, the son of Shemaiah of 
Kirjathjearim, who prophesied against this city and this land, according to the words of Jeremiah; 

And ®°when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men heard his words; the king sought to put him to 
death: but when Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and fled and went into Egypt. 

And Jehoiakim the king, sent men into Egypt, namely ’Elnathan, the son of Achbor, and certain men 
with him into Egypt. 

And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him to Jehoiakim the king; °who slew him with 
the sword, and cast his dead body into the graves of the common people. 

Nevertheless, the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they should not give him 
into the hands of the people to put him to death. Then some of the wise old men stood up and spoke 
to all-of the people who were standing around; “The decision is right; for back in the days when Micah 
the Morasthite prophesied in the days of King Hezekiah of Judah, he told the people that God said; 
This hill shall be ploughed like an open field, and this city of Jerusalem razed into heaps of stone and a 
forest shall grow at the top where the Temple now stands! But did king Hezekiah and the people kill 
him for saying this? NO! They turned from their wickedness and worshipped the Lord and begged the 
Lord to have mercy upon them; and the Lord held back his terrible punishment he had pronounced 
them. If we kill Jeremiah for giving us the messages of God, who knows what God will do to us!” 
Another true prophet of the Lord, Urijah (the son of Shemaiah) from Kirjathjearim, was also 
denouncing the city and the nation, at the same time as Jeremiah was. But when king Jehoiakim and 
the army officers heard what he was saying, the king sent to kill him. Urijah heard about it and fled 
into Egypt. The king Jehoiakim sent Elnathan (the son of Achbor) to Egypt along with several other men 
to capture Urijah. They took him prisoner and brought him back to King Jehoiakim who butchered him 
with a sword and had him buried in an unmarked grave. [Because of this act, the king only lasted 3 
years on the throne]. But Ahikam, (the son of Shaphan) the ?°royal secretary, stood with Jeremiah and 
persuaded the court not to turn him over to the mob to kill him. 


Chapter Twenty-Seven: Make bonds and yokes 


1. In the beginning of the reign of *Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, came this word unto 
Jeremiah from the Lord saying; 

2. Thus, 7’says the Lord to me; Make bonds and *yokes and put them around your neck, 

3. And send them to the king of “Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, and 
to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers which come to Jerusalem 
unto Zedekiah king of Judah. 

4, And command them **to say unto their masters; Thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; Thus 
shall you say unto your masters; 
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11 have made the earth, the man and the beasts that are upon the ground, by my great power, and by 
my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me. 

And now! have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my servant; 
and the beasts of the fields have | given unto him to serve him. 

And all nations shall serve him, and *his son, and his °son’s son, °until the very time of his land come; 
and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him. 

And it shall come to pass, that the nation and the kingdom which will not serve the same 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, and will not put their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, 
that nation will | punish, says the Lord, with the sword, and with famine, and with pestilence, until | 
have consumed them by his hand. This message came to Jeremiah from the Lord at the beginning of 
the reign of Jehoiakim (son of Josiah), king of Judah. Make a yoke and fasten it on your neck with 
leather straps, as you would strap a yoke on a plough-ox. Then send messages to the kings of; Edom, 
Moab, Ammon, Tyre & Sidon, through their ambassadors in Jerusalem, saying; Tell your masters that 
the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, sends you this message; By my great power | have made the earth 
and all mankind and all the animals; and | give these things of mine to anyone | choose to give them 
to. So now | have given all-of your countries to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, who is my deputy 
(God’s second in command on this earth). And | have handed over to him all-of your cattle for his use. 
All-of the nations shall serve him and his son, and his grandson, until his time is up. And then many 
nations and great kings shall conquer Babylon and make him their slave. Submit to him and serve him 
~ put your neck under Babylon’s yoke! | will punish any nation refusing to become his slave. | will send 
war, famine, and disease upon that nation until he has conquered it. 

Therefore, hearken not to your prophets, nor to ’your diviners, nor to your *dreamers, nor to you 
enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you saying; You shall not serve the king of Babylon. 
°For they prophesy a lie to you; to remove you far from your land; and that | should drive you out and 
that you should perish. 

But the nations that bring their necks under the yoke of the King of Babylon, and serve him, | will let 
those nations remain in their own land, says the Lord; and they shall till it and dwell therein. Do not 
listen to your false prophets, your fortune tellers, dreamers, mediums, and magicians, who say that 
the king of Babylon will not enslave you. For they are all liars, and if you follow their advice and refuse 
to submit to the king of Babylon, | will drive you out of your land and send you far away to perish. But 
the people of any nation who submit to the king of Babylon, will be permitted to stay in their own 
country, and farm the land as usual. 

| spoke also ?°to Zedekiah king of Judah, according to all-of these words, saying, bring your neck under 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people shall live. 

Why will you die, you and your people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, as the Lord 
has spoken and against any nation that will not serve the king of Babylon? 

Therefore, hearken not unto the words of the prophets, that speak unto you, saying, you shall not serve 
the king of Babylon; for they prophesy a lie unto you. 

For | have not sent them says the Lord, yet they prophesy 7a lie in my name; that | might drive you 
out, and that you might perish, you and these prophets that prophesy unto you. 

Also, | have spoken to all-of the priests and to this people, saying, thus says the Lord; Hearken not to 
the words of your prophets that prophesy unto to you, saying; Behold *?the vessels of the Lord’s house 
shall shortly be brought again from Babylon; for they prophesy a lie unto you. 

Hearken not unto them; serve the king of Babylon, and live; wherefore should this city be laid waste? 
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But if they be (true) prophets, and if the word of the Lord be with them, let them now tmake intercession 
to the Lord of Hosts, that ?the vessels which are left in the house of the Lord, and in the house of the 
king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. Jeremiah repeated all-of these prophecies to 
Zedekiah, king of Judah. “If you want to live, then submit to the king of Babylon,” he said. “Why do you 
insist on dying ~ you and all-of your people? Why should you choose war, and famine, and disease, 
which the Lord had promised to every nation that will not submit to Babylon’s king? Don’t listen to the 
false prophets who keep telling you that the king of Babylon won’t conquer you, for they are all liars. | 
have not sent them, says the Lord, and they are telling you lies in my name. If you insist on heeding 
them, | must drive you from this land to die ~ you and all-of these false prophets too.” | spoke again 
and again to the priests and all-of the people and told them; “The Lord says, don’t listen to your 
prophets who are telling you that soon the golden dishes taken from the Temple will be returned from 
Babylon. It is a lie! Don’t listen to them! Surrender to the king of Babylon and live, for otherwise this 
whole city will be destroyed. If they are really God’s prophets, let them pray to the Lord of Hosts, that 
the golden dishes still here in the Temple, left from before; and that those in the palace of the King of 
Judah, and in the palaces in Jerusalem, will not be carried away with you all to Babylon!” 

For thus says the Lord of Hosts, concerning *the pillars, and concerning °the sea, and concerning °the 
bases, and concerning the residue of the vessels that remain in this city. 

Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away captive Jeconiah, the son of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all-of the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem. 

Yes, thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in the house of 
the Lord, and in the house of the king of Judah, and of Jerusalem; 

°They shall be carried to Babylon, and there that shall stay until, the day that | visit them, says the Lord; 
then °will | bring them up and restore them to this place. “For the Lord of Hosts says; The pillars of 
bronze, standing before the Temple, and the great bronze basin in the Temple court, and the metal 
stands and all-of the ceremonial articles left here by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, when he exiled 
all the important people of Judah and Jerusalem to Babylon, along with Jeconiah (son of Jehoiakim), 
king of Judah, they will all be carried away to Babylon, and will stay there until | send for them. Then | 
will bring them all back to Jerusalem again.” 
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And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth 
year, and in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon, spoke 
unto me in the house of the Lord, in the presence of the priests and all-of the people saying; 

Thus, speaks the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, saying, | have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. 
Within ttwo full years will | bring again into this place all the vessels of the Lord’s house, that 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place, and carried them off to Babylon. 

And | will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the 2captives of 
Judah, that went into Babylon, says the Lord; For | will break the yoke of the king of Babylon. On a 
December day, in that same year ~ the fourth year of the reign Zedekiah, king of Judah, Hananiah, the 
son of Azur, a false prophet from Gibeon, addressed me publicly in the Temple while all-of the priests 
and the people listened. He said; “The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, declares: | have removed the 
yoke of the king of Babylon for your necks. Within two years (Jewish calendar years ~ 720 days) | will 
bring back all-of the Temple treasures that Nebuchadnezzar carried off the Babylon, and | will bring 
back King Jeconiah, son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and all-of the other captives exiled to Babylon, 
says the Lord. | will surely remove the yoke put on your necks by the king of Babylon.” 

Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah, in the presence of the priests, and in the 
presence of all-of the people that stood in the house of the Lord. 

Even the prophet Jeremiah said; 7Amen: The Lord do so: The Lord perform the words which you have 
prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the Lord’s House, and all that is carried away captive, from 
Babylon into this place. 

Nevertheless, hear you now this word that | speak in your ears, and in the ears of all the people; 

The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old prophesied against many countries, and 
against great kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence. 

“The prophet which prophesies °of peace, when the word of that prophet shall come to pass, then shall 
that prophet be known, that the Lord has sent him. Then Jeremiah said to Hananiah, in front of all the 
priests and people, “Amen! Make your prophecies come true! | hope the Lord will do everything that 
you say and bring back from Babylon all-of the treasures of the Temple, with all-of our loved ones. But 
listen now to the solemn words that | speak to you, in the presence of all the people. The ancient 
prophets, who preceded me and you spoke against many nations, always warning of war, famine, and 
plague. So, a prophet who foretells of peace has the burden of proof on him, to prove that God has 
really sent him. Only when his message comes true can it be known that he really is sent from God. 
Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck and broke it. 

And Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people, saying: Thus, says the Lord: Even so will | break 
the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon ’from the neck of all the nations within the space of two 
full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way. Then Hananiah, the false prophet, took the yoke off 
Jeremiah’s neck and broke it. And Hananiah said again to the crowd that had gathered. “The Lord has 
promised that within two years he will release all the nations now in slavery to King Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon”. At this point Jeremiah walked out. 

Then the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, the prophet, after Hananiah the false prophet had 
broken the yoke from off the neck of Jeremiah, the prophet, saying; 

Go and tell Hananiah, saying; You have broken the yokes of wood: but you shall make for them yokes 
of iron. 

For this says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: *! have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these 
nations, *that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; and they shall serve him; and 7°! have 
given him the beasts of the fields also. Soon afterwards, the Lord gave this message to Jeremiah: Go 
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and tell Hananiah that the Lord says; You have broken a wooden yoke, but these people have yokes of 
iron on their necks. The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel says: | have put yokes of iron on all these 
nations, forcing them into slavery to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and nothing will change this 
decree, for | have even given him all-of your flocks and your herds. 

Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah, the false prophet. Hear not Hananiah; *The Lord has 
not sent you! But you make these people trust in a lie. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord; Behold | will cast you from off the face of the earth; this year you shall 
die, because you have taught *rebellion against the Lord. 

So Hananiah the false prophet died the same year in the seventh month. Then Jeremiah said to 
Hananiah, the false prophet; “Listen, Hananiah, the Lord has not sent you, and the people are believing 
your lies. Therefore, the Lord says you must die! This very year your life will end, because you have 
rebelled against the Lord.” And sure enough, two months later, he died. 


Chapter Twenty-Nine: Jeremiah’s letter to the captives in Babylon 


1 


Now these are the words of the Letter that Jeremiah the Prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue 
of *the elders, which were carried away captives, and °to the priests, and to the prophets, and to all the 
people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon: 

(After that,° Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the 7eunuchs, °the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, 
and the carpenters and the smiths, were departed from Jerusalem): 

By the hand of Elasah, the son of ?Shaphan, and Gemariah, the son of ?°Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah sent 
to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon saying; After Jeconiah the king, and the Queen-mother, 
and all the court officials, and the tribal officers, and craftsmen had been deported to Babylon by 
Nebuchadnezzar, Jeremiah wrote them a letter from Jerusalem, addressing it to the Jewish elders, and 
the priests, and prophets, and to all-of the people. [Notice that Jeremiah did not address the letter to 
the captured king]. He sent the letter with Elasah (son of Shaphan) and Gemariah (son of Hilkiah) when 
they went to Babylon as King Zedekiah’s ambassadors to Nebuchadnezzar, and this is what the letter 
said; 

Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, unto to all that have been carried away captives, whom 
| have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to Babylon: [God Almighty makes it very clear that 
this is no accident ~ He deliberately planned this, as punishment for their disobedience, for their 
refusal to obey His words] 

Build your houses and dwell in them, plant gardens and eat the fruit of them: 

Take you wives and begat sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters 
to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that you may be increased there, and not 
diminished. 


And seek the peace of the city whither | have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto 
the Lord for it; for in the peace thereof, you shall have peace. The Lord God of Hosts, the God of Israel, 
sends this message to all-of the captives that He has exiled to Babylon from Jerusalem: Build homes 
and plan to stay (as this is not going to end soon), plant vineyards, for you will be there for many years. 
Marry and have children, and then find mates for them and then have grandchildren. Multiply! Don’t 
dwindle away! And work for the peace and prosperity of Babylon. Pray for Babylon, because if Babylon 
has peace ~ so will you! [Jesus reminds us to pray for our enemies. He was just reminding the Jews, 
what Jeremiah had already stated here, when they were taken into captivity. ] 
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For thus says the Lord God of Hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and *your diviners, that be 
in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed. 

For they prophecy 2falsely in my name; For | have not sent them, says the Lord. 

For thus says the Lord. That ?after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon, “I will visit you, and 
°perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place (Jerusalem). 

For | know the thoughts that | think towards you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
®give you and “expected end. The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel says; Don’t let the false prophets and 
diviners (mediums) who are there among you, fool you! Don’t listen to the dreams that they invent, 
for they prophesy lies in my name. | have not sent them, says the Lord. [Notice that the Lord did not 
remove these false prophets from among the people ~ they are left there as a test, to see if the people 
will listen to the true prophets of God, and follow His instructions ~ not Satan’s instructions, which are 
to deceive the people and lead them further away from God’s word.] The truth is this; You will be in 
Babylon for seventy years ~ for a lifetime. But then, | will come and | will do all-of the good things | 
have promised to you, and bring you back home again. For | know what | am doing; | know the plans 
that | have for you, says the Lord, they are plans for your good, not for evil, to give you a better future 
and a hope. [Many Christians take Jeremiah 29:11 and quote it “out of context”, but here The Lord is 
telling them that first, you have to suffer 70 years of slavery, servitude, and punishment, because of 
your disobedience, and then you will be brought back to Jerusalem, to follow the better plans that | 
have for you, then the evil that you were in, before you were captured and sent into slavery.] Then we 
move straight into Last Day prophecies! 

[LD] Then you shall call upon me, and you shall go and pray unto me, and | will hearken unto you. 

[LD] And you will seek me, and you will find me, when you shall search for me with all-of your heart. 
[LD] And | will be found of you, says the Lord; and | will turn away your captivity, and | will gather you 
from all-of the nations, and from all-of the places that | have driven you, says the Lord, and | will bring 
you again into the place where | caused you to be carried away captive. |n those days, when you pray, 
| will listen. You will find me when you seek me, if you look for me in earnest. Yes, says the Lord, | will 
be found by you, and | will end your slavery, and restore your fortunes, and gather you out of the 
nations where | sent you and bring you back home again to your own land. [And these prophecies have 
already started to take place. Jewish people are now completing Aliyah in great numbers, and there 
are now an estimated 8.5 million Jews who have returned to Israel since 1948 when the nation was 
reborn in one day ~ just as was prophesied in Isaiah 66:8] 

Because you have said that the Lord has raised you up prophets in Babylon; 

Know, that thus says the Lord of the king ®that sits upon the throne of David, and of all the people that 
dwell in this city, and of your brethren, that have not gone forth with you into captivity; 

Thus, says the Lord of Hosts: Behold, °! will send upon them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, 
and will make them *‘like vile figs, that cannot be eaten, because they are so evil. 

And | will persecute them, with the sword, with the famine and with the pestilence, and +will deliver 
them to be removed to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, and an astonishment, and a hissing, 
and a reproach, among all-of the nations where | have driven them; 

Because they have not hearkened to my words, says the Lord, which | sent unto them by my servants 
the prophets, rising up early and sending them; but you would not hear, says the Lord. But now, because 
you accept the false prophets that are among you, and say that the Lord has sent them, | will send war, 
famine and disease (plagues) among the people left here in Jerusalem, and on all-of your relatives who 
have not been exiled to Babylon, and on the king, who sits on David’s throne, and make them like 
rotten figs, that are too bad to eat. And | will scatter them all around the world. And in every nation 
where | placed them, they will be cursed and hissed and mocked, for they refuse to listen to me, though 
| spoke to them again and again through my prophets. 
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20 Hear therefore the words of the Lord, all you of the captivity, ?whom | have sent from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: 

21 Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab, the son of Kolaiah and of Zedekiah, the son of 
Maaseiah, ?which prophecy a lie unto you in my name; Behold, | will deliver them into the hands of 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; and he shall slay them before your eyes; 

22. And ?of them shall be taken up “a curse by all the captivity of Judah, which are in Babylon, saying, The 
Lord make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, °>whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire; 

23 Because they have committed villainy in Israel, and have committed with their neighbour’s wives, and 
have spoken lying words in my name, which | have not commanded them: even | know, and °am a 
witness says the Lord. Therefore, listen to the word of God, all-of you Jewish captives, who are in 
Babylon. The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says this about your false prophets, Ahab (son of Kolaiah) 
and Zedekiah (son of Maaseiah), who are declaring lies to you in my name; Look, | am turning them, 
over to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, to be executed publicly, before your very eyes. Their fate 
shall become proverbial of all evil, so that whenever anyone wants to curse someone, he will say; “The 
Lord make you like Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king of Babylon burned alive.” For these men have 
done a terrible thing among my people. They have committed adultery with their neighbour’s wives 
and have lied in my name. | know, for | have seen everything that they do, says the Lord. 

24 Thus, shall you speak to Shemaiah, the ’Nehelamite saying; 

25 _ Thus, speaks the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, saying; Because you have sent letters in your name to 
all the people that are in Jerusalem, and to *Zephaniah, the son of ?Maaseiah the priest, and to all the 
priests, saying; 

26 The Lord has made thee priest instead of Jehoiada the priest, and you should be "officers in the house 
of the Lord, for every man *!that is mad, and makes himself a prophet, that you should put him in 
prison, and in 73the stocks. 

27 Now therefore, why have you not reproved “Jeremiah, of Anathoth, which makes himself a prophet to 
you? 

28 For therefore, he has sent unto us in Babylon saying, this captivity is long; build you houses, and dwell 
in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 

29 = And Zephaniah the priest, read this letter in the ears of Jeremiah the prophet. 

30 Thencame the word of the Lord to Jeremiah, saying; 

31 Send to all-of them of the captivity, saying; thus, says the Lord, concerning Shemaiah, the Nehelamite; 
Because that Shemaiah has prophesied unto you, and 7°! sent him not, and he caused you to trust in a 
lie: 
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Therefore, thus says the Lord; Behold | will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his seed: he shall not 
have a man to dwell among this people; neither *shall he behold the good that | will do for my people, 
says the Lord; because he has taught rebellion against the Lord. And say this to Shemaiah, the dreamer. 
The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: You have written a letter to Zephaniah (son of Maaseiah) the 
priest, and sent copies to all the other priests, and to everyone in Jerusalem. And in this letter, you 
have said to Zephaniah, “The Lord has appointed you to replace Jehoiada as priest, as priest in 
Jerusalem. And it is your responsibility to arrest any madman who claims to be a prophet, and to put 
him in the stocks and collar. Why haven’t you done something about this false prophet of Anathoth? 
For he has written to us here in Babylon, saying that our captivity here will be long (seventy years), and 
they we should build permanent houses and plan to stay for many years, that we should plant fruit 
trees, for we will be here to eat the fruit from them for a long time to come.” Zephaniah took the letter 
over to Jeremiah and read it to him! Then the Lord gave this message to Jeremiah: Send an open letter 
to all the exiles in Babylon and tell them this: The Lord says that because Shemaiah the Nehelamite 
(the dreamer) has “prophesied” to you, when | did not send him, and fooled you into believing his lies, 
| will punish him and his family. None of his descendants shall see the good things that | have waiting 
for my people, [they will all die within the 70-year period of the captivity] for he has taught you to 
rebel against the Lord. 

In Chapters 30 & 31, Jeremiah moves forward straight into end-time prophecy, of Tribulation, Second 
Coming and Millennium reign, so read carefully what The Lord has already prepared for us ~ his people. 


Chapter Thirty: The Captive Jews return foretold. 


This whole chapter relates to the Tribulation period [T] 


He The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 

2. Thus, speaks the Lord God of Israel, saying; ?Write all the words that | have spoken to you in a book. 

3. For lo, ?the days come, says the Lord, that *! will bring again captivity to my people, *Israel, and Judah, 
says the Lord; and °! will cause them to return to the land that | gave to their fathers, and they shall 
possess it. 

4. And these are the words that the Lord spoke concerning Israel and concerning Judah. 

By For thus says the Lord: We have heard a voice of trembling, ’of fear and not of peace. 

6. Ask you know, and see whether 8a man does travail with child? Wherefore do | see every man with his 
hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? 

7. Alas! For ?°that day is great, so that none is like it; it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be 
saved out of it. 

8. For it shall come to pass “in that day, says the Lord of Hosts, that 77! will break his yoke from off thy 
neck, and | will burst your bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him: 

9. But they shall serve the Lord their God, and *?David their King, whom | will raise up unto them. This is 
another of the Lord’s important messages to Jeremiah. The Lord God of Israel says; Write down for the 
record all the things that | have said to you. For the time is coming when | will restore the fortunes of 
my people, Israel and Judah and | will bring them home to this land, that | gave to their fathers, they 
shall possess it and shall live here once again. And write this also concerning Israel and Judah: “Where 
shall we find peace?” they cry out. “There is only fear and trembling. Do men give birth? Then why do 
they stand there ashen-faced, with their hands pressed against their sides like women in labour?” Alas! 
In all-of history when has there ever been a time of terror such as in that coming day? It is a time of 
trouble for my people ~ for Jacob ~ such as they have never known before. Yet, God will rescue them! 
For on that day, says the Lord of Hosts, | will break the yoke from their necks and snap their chains, 
and foreigners shall no longer be their masters! For they shall serve the Lord their God, and David their 
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King, whom | will raise up for them, says the Lord. [The Messiah, David’s greater Son: whom God has 
raised up for them] 

Therefore, do not fear, O my servant Jacob, says the Lord, to save thee; neither be dismayed, O Israel; 
for lo, | will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, 
and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid. 

For | AM with thee, says the Lord; to save thee; though | make a full end of all the nations where | have 
scattered them, yet will | not make a full end of thee; but | will correct thee in measure, and will not 
leave thee altogether unpunished. 

For thus says the Lord; Thy bruise is incurable, and they wound is grievous. 

There is none to plead your cause, that you may be bound up; you have no healing medicines. 

All your lovers have forgotten you; They do not seek you; for | have wounded you with the wound of an 
enemy, with the chastisement of a cruel one, for the multitude of your iniquity; because your sins were 
increased. 

Why do you cry for your afflictions? Your sorrow is incurable, for the multitude of your iniquities; 
because your sins were increased, | have done these things to you. So, don’t be afraid, O Jacob, my 
servant: don’t be dismayed, O Israel; for | will bring you home again from distant lands; and your 
children from their exile. They shall have rest and quietness in their own land, and no one shall make 
them afraid. For / AM with you, and | will save you, says the Lord. Even | will utterly destroy the nations 
where | scatter you, But | will not exterminate you; | will punish you, yes ~ you will not go unpunished. 
For your sin is an incurable bruise, a terrible wound. There is no one to help you bind up the wound, 
and no medication does any good. All your lovers have left you, and they don’t care anything about 
you anymore; for | have wounded you cruelly, as though | was your enemy; mercilessly, as though | 
were an implacable foe; for your sins are so many, your guilt is so great. Why do you protest your 
punishment? Your sin is so scandalous, that your sorrow shall never end! It is because your guilt is so 
great that | have had to punish you so much. 

1Therefore, all that devour thee, “shall be devoured; and all your adversaries, every one of them, shall 
go into captivity, and *they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee, will | give for a 
prey. 

For | will restore health unto thee, and | will heal thee of your wounds, says the Lord; because they 
called you an Outcast, saying, This, is Zion, whom no man seeks after. But in that coming day, all who 
are destroying you, shall be destroyed, and all-of your enemies shall become slaves. Those who rob 
you, shall be robbed, and those attacking you, shall be attacked! | will give you back your health again 
and heal all-of your wounds. Now you are called “The Outcast” and “Jerusalem, the place that nobody 
wants”. 

Thus, says the Lord: Behold, “I will bring again the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and °have mercy on his 
dwelling place; and the city shall be built back up upon her own °heaps, and the palace shall remain 
after the manner thereof. 

And out of them shall proceed ’thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry: and ®! will multiply 
them, and they shall not be few; and | will also glorify them, and they shall not be small. 

Their children also shall be °as afore-time; and their congregation shall be established before me; and 
| will punish all that oppress them. 

And *°their nobles shall be of themselves, and their governor, shall proceed from the midst of them; 
and | will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto me; for who is this that engaged his heart 
to approach unto me? Says the Lord. 

And "you shall be my people, and | shall be your God. 
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Behold, the whirlwind of the Lord goes forth with fury, a *continuing whirlwind; it *shall fall with pain 
upon the head of the wicked. 

3The fierce anger of the Lord shall not return, until he has done it and until he has performed the intents 
of his heart: *in the latter days you shall consider it. But, thus says the Lord, when | bring you home 
again, from your captivity and restore your fortunes, Jerusalem will be rebuilt upon her ruins; the 
palace will be reconstructed as it was before. The cities will be filled with joy and great thanksgiving, 
and | will multiply my people and make of them a great and honoured nation. Their children shall 
prosper, as in David’s reign; their nation shall be established before me, and | will punish anyone who 
hurts them. They will have their own ruler again. He will not be a foreigner. And | will invite him to be 
a priest at my altars, and he shall approach me, for who would dare to come unless invited. And you 
shall be my people and | shall be your God. Suddenly, the devastating whirlwind of the Lord roars with 
fury; it shall burst upon the heads of the wicked. The Lord will not call-off the fierceness of his anger 
until it has finished all the terrible destruction he has planned. Later on, (in the latter days) you will 
understand what | am telling you. 


Chapter Thirty-One: The Restoration of Israel 


This whole chapter relates to the Second Coming [S] and the Millennium [M] 


1. At the same time, says the Lord, *will | be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my 
people. 

2. Thus, says the Lord, the people which were left alive after the sword, found grace in the wilderness; 
even Israel; °when | went to cause him to rest. 

3. The Lord has appeared of old unto me, saying; Yes, 8] have loved thee with °an everlasting love; 
therefore, ?°with loving kindness **have | drawn thee. 

4. Again, 77! will build thee; and you shall be built; O virgin of Israel; You shall again be adorned with 
your #tabrets, and shall go forth in the dances of them that make merry. 

5 14You shall yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall "eat them 
as common things. At that time says the Lord, all families of Israel shall recognize me as their Lord; 
they shall act like my people. | will care for them as | did those who escaped from Egypt, to whom | 
showed my mercies in the wilderness, when Israel sought to rest. For long ago the Lord had said to 
Israel: | have loved you, O my people, with an everlasting love: with loving kindness | have drawn you 
to me. | will rebuild your nation, O virgin Israel. You will again be happy and dance merrily with timbrels. 
Again, you will plant your vineyards upon the mountains of Samaria, and eat from your own gardens 
there. 

6. For there shall come a day, that the watchmen upon mount Ephraim shall cry out: *°“Arise! And let us 
go up to Zion, unto the Lord our God”. 

7. For thus says the Lord; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chiefs of the nations: publish 
you, praise you, and say, O Lord, save your people, the remnant of Israel. 

8. Behold, | will bring them 7’from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and 
with them 7°the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travails with child together: a 
great company shall return here. 
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They shall come ‘weeping, and with ?supplications will | lead them: | will cause them to walk *by the 
rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble; for *1 am a father to Israel; and 
*Ephraim is °my first born. The day shall come when watchmen on the hills of Ephraim will call out and 
say, “Arise, and let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.” For the Lord says, sing with joy for all that | 
will do for Israel, the greatest of the Nations! Shout out with praise and joy: “The Lord has saved his 
people, the remnant of Israel.” For | will bring them from the north and from the earth’s farthest ends, 
not forgetting their blind and lame, their young mothers with little ones, those ready to give birth. It 
will be a great company who comes. Tears of joy shall stream down their faces, and | will lead them 
home with great care. They shall walk beside the quiet streams, and not stumble. For | AM a father to 
Israel, and Ephraim is my eldest child. 

Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it to the isles afar off, and say, He that scatters 
Israel will gather him, and keep him, ’as a shepherd gathers his flock. 

For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, and ransomed from the hand of him that was stronger than he. 
Listen to this message from the Lord, you nations of the world, and publish it abroad. The Lord who 
scattered his people will gather them back together again and watch over them as a shepherd does his 
flock. He will save Israel from those who are too strong for them. [This is a wonderful promise from 
the Lord, once the nation of Israel is reborn, God Himself will become their protector and save them 
from every enemy that is too strong for them. This is a warning for all-of the Middle Eastern countries 
and Russia, and China. If you fight against Israel, you will end up fighting against God, and you will 
never win!] 

Therefore, they shall come and sing °in the height of Zion, and shall flow together ?°to the goodness of 
the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock, and of the herd; and their 
soul “shall as a watered garden: and they shall not sorrow anymore at all. 

Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together; for | will turn their 
mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow. 

And | will 7?satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my 
goodness, says the Lord. They shall come home and sing songs of joy, upon the hills of Zion, and shall 
be radiant over the goodness of the Lord ~~ the good crops, the wheat, the wine and the oil, and the 
healthy flocks and herds. Their lives shall be like a well-watered garden, and all-of their sorrows shall 
be gone. The young girls shall dance for joy, and menfolk, both young and old, will take part in all-of 
the fun; for | will turn their mourning into joy, and | will comfort them and make them rejoice, for their 
captivity with all-of its sorrows will be behind them. | will feast the priests with abundance of offerings, 
brought to them at the Temple: | will satisfy my people with my bounty, says the Lord. 

Thus, says the Lord: 7A voice was heard in “Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping: Rachel weeping 
for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not. 

Thus, says the Lord: Refrain your voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears; for thy work shall be 
rewarded, says the Lord: and they shall come again from the land of their enemies. 

And there is hope in the end, says the Lord; that your children shall come again to their own borders. 
And the Lord spoke to me again, saying: In Ramah there is bitter weeping. Ramah is weeping for her 
children and she cannot be comforted, for they are gone. [This is the scripture fulfilled at the time of 
the birth of Jesus Christ, when Herod orders all male children born up to 18 months old to the be 
slaughtered in parts of Israel.] But the Lord says; Don’t cry any longer, for | have heard your prayers 
and you will see them again: they will come back to you from the distant land of the enemy. There is 
hope for your future, says the Lord, and your children will come again to their own land. 

| have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus: You have chastised me, and | was chastised, as 
a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: *°turn thou me, and | shall be turned: for you are the Lord my God. 
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Surely after that | was turned, | repented: and after that | was instructed, | ‘smote upon my thigh: | was 
ashamed; Yes, even confounded, because | did bear the reproach 7of my youth. 

Is Ephraim my dear son? Is he a pleasant child? For since | spoke against him, | do earnestly remember 
him still: therefore, 7my bowels “are troubled for him: | will surely have mercy on him, says the Lord. 
Set up >waymarks, make thee high heaps: °set your hearts towards the highway, even the way that 
you went: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these cities. | have heard Ephraim’s groans: “You 
have punished me greatly: but | needed all-of it: as a calf must be trained for a yoke. Turn me again to 
you and restore: for you alone are the Lord, my God. | turned away from God but | was sorry 
afterwards, | kicked myself for my stupidity. | was thoroughly ashamed of all that | did in my younger 
days. And the Lord replies: Ephraim is still my son. | had to punish him, but | still love him. | long for 
him and | will still have mercy for him. As you travel into exile, set up set up road signs, pointing back 
to Israel. Mark your pathway well. For you shall return again, O virgin Israel, to your cities here. 


How long will you 7go about as the backsliding daughter? For the Lord has created a new thing in the 
earth, a woman will compass °a man. How long will you vacillate (waver) O wayward daughter? For 
the Lord will cause something new and different to happen ~ Israel shall seek him, like a woman courts 
a suitor. 


Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and 
in the cities thereof, when | shall bring again their captivity: °the Lord bless thee, O habitation of justice, 
and ?°mountain of holiness. 

And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and “in all the cities thereof together, husbandmen, and they that 
go forth with flocks. 

For | will satiated the weary soul, and | have replenished every sorrowful soul; 

Upon this | awaked, and beheld: my sleep was sweet unto me. The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel says: 
When | bring them back again, they shall say in Judah and her cities: “The Lord bless you, O centre of 
righteousness, O holy hill!” And city dwellers and farmers shall all live together in peace, harmony, and 
happiness. For | will give rest to the weary and joy to all that are sorrowful. (Then Jeremiah woke up). 
“Such sleep is very sweet”, he said. 

Behold, the day comes, says the Lord, that 7”! will sow the house of Judah and the house of Israel with 
the seed of man, and with the seed of beast. 

And it shall come to pass, and that like 741 have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, 
and to throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict: and | will watch over them, to build, and to plant, 
says the Lord. 

11n those days they shall say no more; the fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are 
set on edge. 

But everyone shall die for their own iniquity: every man that eats a sour grape, his own teeth shall be 
set on edge. The Lord says: the time will come when | will greatly increase the population and multiply 
the number of cattle here in Israel. In the past, | painstakingly destroyed the nation, but now | will 
carefully build it up. The people shall no longer quote this proverb ~ “Children pay for their father’s 
sins.” For everyone shall die for his own sins ~ the person who eats sour grapes is the one whose teeth 
are set on edge. 
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1Behold the day comes, says the Lord, that | will make a new covenant with the House of Israel, and 
with the House of Judah: 

Not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day that 7] took them by that hand 
to bring them out of Egypt: which my covenant they brake, ?although | was a husband unto them, says 
the Lord. 

“But this shall be the covenant that | will make with the House of Israel: After those days, says the Lord, 
>! will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts: and °will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 

And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying: Know the 
Lord: for 7they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, says the Lord: for ®| 
will forgive their iniquities, and | will remember their sins no more. The day will come, says the Lord, 
when | will make a new contract with the people of Israel and Judah. It will not be like the one | made 
with their fathers when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt ~ a contract 
they broke (many times) forcing me to reject them, even though | was like a husband to them, and 
they were my wife, says the Lord. But this is the new Contract that | will make with them: | will inscribe 
the laws upon their hearts, (instead of upon tablets of stone) so that they will want to honour me, then 
they shall truly be my people, and | will be their God. At that time, it will no longer be necessary to 
admonish one another, to know the Lord. For everyone, both great and small, shall really know me 
then, says the Lord, and | will forgive their sins and remember them no more. [After making this historic 
New Covenant with the House of Israel, God confirms it with an oath using His own name, and then 
sets His timeline into motion. First, God has to get rid of the Babylonian empire, followed by the Medes 
& the Persian empires, then by raising up the Roman empire, as the time of Christ’s birth, so that at 
His death and resurrection, this promise, given 600 years before could be activated. Today, we want 
instant action to God’s promises. Sadly, that is not always what the word of God says!] 

Thus, says the Lord, which gives the sun for the light by day, and the 7°ordinances of the moon and of 
the stars for a light by night, ‘which divides the sea when the waves roar: 77The Lord of Hosts is His 
name. 

13/f these ordinances depart from before me, says the Lord, then the seed of Israel shall also cease from 
being a nation before me for ever. 

Thus, says the Lord: If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out 
beneath, | will also cast off all the seed of Israel, for all that they have done, says the Lord. Then lord 
gives us sunlight in the daytime, and the moon and stars to light the night, and who stirs the seas to 
make roaring waves ~ his name is Lord of Hosts ~ says this: “Il am as likely to reject my people, as | am 
to do away with these laws of Nature! Not until the heavens can be measured and the foundations of 
the earth explored, will | consider casting them away forever for their sins! 

Behold, the days come, says the Lord, that the city shall be built to the Lord, from **the tower of Hananel 
unto the gate of the corner. 

And ‘the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill of ?7Gareb, and shall compass 
about *Goath. 

And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all-of the fields unto the Brook Kidron, 
unto the corner of the horse gate towards the east, shall be holy unto the Lord; it shall not be plucked 
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up, nor thrown down anymore forever. For the time is coming, says the Lord, when all Jerusalem shall 
be rebuilt for the Lord, from the Tower of Hananel at the north-east corner, to the corner gate at the 
north-west; and from the hill of Gareb at the south-west, across to Goah on the south-east. And the 
entire city, including the cemetery and the ash dump in the valley, shall be holy unto the Lord, and so 
shall all-of the fields out to the Brook of Kidron, and from there to the Horse Gate on the eastern side 
of the city, it shall never, ever again be captured or destroyed. 


Chapter Thirty-Two: Jeremiah buys Hanameel’s Field 
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The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, tin the tenth year of the reign of Zedekiah king of 
Judah, which was in the eighteenth year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 

For then, the king of Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the 
court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah’s house. 

For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up saying; Wherefore do you prophesy, and say, Thus, says 
the Lord, *Behold | will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it; 

4And Zedekiah, king of Judah °shall not escape out of the hands of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be 
delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes 
shall behold his eyes; 

And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon and there shall he be until | visit him, says the Lord: though you 
fight with the Chaldeans you shall not prosper? The following message came to Jeremiah from the Lord 
in the tenth year of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah, which was also the eighteenth year of the 
reign of Nebuchadnezzar. At this time, Jeremiah was locked up in the dungeon beneath the palace, 
while the Babylonian army was besieging Jerusalem. King Zedekiah had put him in prison for continuing 
to prophesy that the city would be conquered by the king of Babylon, and that King Zedekiah would 
be captured and be taken as a prisoner to be tried and sentenced before the King of Babylon, in 
Babylon. “He shall take you to Babylon and imprison you there for many years, until you die. Why fight 
the facts? You can’t win! Surrender now! God is not going to change his mind about you!” [God says 
what He means ~~ and means what He says!] Jeremiah, told him over and over again. 

And Jeremiah said, the word of the Lord came unto me saying: 

Behold, Hanameel, the son of Shallum, your uncle shall come unto you and say; Buy my field that is in 
Anathoth: for °the right of redemption is yours to buy it. 

So, Hanameel, my uncle’s son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of the Lord, 
and said unto me, buy my field, | pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin: for 
the right of inheritance is yours, and the redemption is yours; buy it for yourself. Then | knew that this 
was the word of the Lord. 

And | bought the field of Hanameel my uncle’s son, and 7weighed him the money, even ®seventeen 
shekels of silver. 

And | *subscribed the evidence, and ?°sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money in the 
balances. 

So, | took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, 
and that which was open: 

And I gave the evidence of the purchase to “Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight 
of Hanameel, my uncle’s son, and in the presences of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the 
purchase, before all-of the Jews that sat in the court of the prison. Then the message from the Lord 
came to Jeremiah; Your cousin Hanameel, (the son of Shallum) will soon arrive to ask you to buy the 
farm he owns in Anathoth, for by law you have a chance to buy it (redeem it) before it is offered to 


1 Compare 2 Kings 25:1-2 > Jeremiah 38:18, 23, 8 [Hebrew]~ seven shekels 


with Jeremiah 37:5, 11, Compare Jeremiah 39:5-7, and ten pieces of silver 
39:1, 52:4 52: 9-11 ° [Hebrew]~ wrote in the book 


2 Jeremiah 33:1, 37:21, 39:14 § Leviticus 25:25 1 Esther 3:12 
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anyone else. [God always prepares the receiver, before sending the messenger]. So Hanameel came, 


as the Lord had said he would, and visited me in the prison. “Buy my field in Anathoth, in the land of 
Benjamin,” he said; “for the law gives you the first right to purchase it” [for you are a near relative]. 
Then | knew that this was a confirmation of the message | had received from the Lord. So, | bought the 
field, paying Hanameel seventeen pieces of silver. | signed and sealed the deed of purchase before 
witnesses, and weighed out the silver and paid him. Then | took the sealed deeds, containing the terms 
and conditions, and also the unsealed copy, and publicly, in the presence of my cousin Hanameel and 
the witnesses who had signed the deed, and as the prison guards watched, | handed the papers to 
Baruch (the son of Neriah, who was the son of Maaseiah). 

And | charged Baruch before them saying: 

Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, the evidence of purchase, both 
which is sealed and this evidence which open; and put them in earthen vessels, that they may continue 
(to be safe) for many days. 

For, thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed 
again in this land. And | said the them as they all listened. The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: 
Take both this sealed deed and the copy and put them ina pottery jar to preserve them for a long time. 
For the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says; In the future these papers will be valuable. Someday, 
people will again own property here in this country, and will be buying and selling houses and vineyards 
and fields. 

Now, when | had delivered tthe evidence of the purchase of the field unto Baruch, the son of Neriah, | 
prayed unto the Lord, saying: 

Ah Lord God! Behold, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and stretched- 
out arm, and ’there is nothing ?too hard for thee; 

“You show lovingkindness unto thousands, and recompense the iniquity of the fathers into the bosoms 
of their children after them: The Great, °the Mighty God, °the Lord of Hosts is his name. 

’Great in counsel, and mighty in ®works: for your eyes are open upon all-of the ways of the sons of men; 
to give everyone according to the fruit of his doings: 

Which has set signs and wonders in the Land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, and among 
other men; and have made thee a name, as at this day. 

And you brought forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with wonders, and with 
a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, and °with great terror: 

And has given them this land, which you did swear to their fathers to give them,” a land flowing with 
milk and honey. 

And they came in, ad possessed it: but they obeyed not your voice, neither walked in your law: they 
have done nothing of all that you commanded them to do: therefore, you have caused all-of this evil to 
come upon them: 

Behold, the mounts they have come unto the city to take it: and the city is given into the hands of the 
Chaldeans, that fight against it, because of the sword, and the famine, and the pestilence: and what 
you have spoken Has come to pass: and behold, you see it. 

And you have said unto me: O Lord God, *buy the field for money and *%take witnesses; “for this city 
is given into the hands of the Chaldeans. Then, after | had given the documents to Baruch | prayed: “O 
Lord God! You have made the heavens and the earth by your great power: Nothing is too hard for you! 
[except to sin!] You show lovingkindness to thousands of people, yet children suffer for their father’s 
sins: you are a great and mighty God, the Lord of Hosts. You have all wisdom, and you do great and 
mighty miracles; for your eyes are open to all the ways of men: and you reward everyone according to 
his life and his deeds [his fruits]. You have done incredible things in the land of Egypt ~ things that are 


1 Jeremiah 32:11-12 ® Jeremiah 10:6 1 Jeremiah 11:5 

* Genesis 18:14 7 Isaiah 28:29 12 Jeremiah 32:7 

3 [Hebrew]~ hidden from thee 8 [Hebrew]~ doing 33 Jeremiah 32:10 
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still remembered to this very day. And you have continued to do great miracles in Israel and all around 
the world. You have made your name known and very great, just as it is today. You brought Israel up 
out of Egypt, with mighty miracles and with great power and terror. You gave Israel this land that you 
promised to their fathers long ago ~ a wonderful land which flows with milk and honey.” Our fathers 
came and conquered it and lived in it, but they refused to obey you, or to follow your laws. They have 
hardly even done one thing that you told them to do. That is why you have sent all-of this evil down 
upon them. See how the siege mounds have been built against the city walls, and the Babylonians shall 
conquer this city by sword, famine and disease. Everything has happened just as you said that it would 
~ as you determined it should! And yet you say to buy the field ~ paying good money for it, before 
these witnesses. ~ even though the city will belong to our enemies. [God is always true to His word ~ 
He says what He means ~ and He means what He says.] 

Then came the word of the Lord to Jeremiah saying; 

Behold, | AM the Lord, *the God of all flesh: is there anything too hard for me? 

Therefore, thus says the Lord: Behold, | will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans and into the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it. 

And the Chaldeans that fight against this city, shall come in set fire to this city, and burn it with the 
houses, upon whose rooftops they have offered incense to Baal, and poured out drink offerings unto 
other gods, to provoke me to anger. This is the message that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: | AM the 
Lord, the God of all mankind: is there anything too hard for me? [YES! Actually, there is! Because God 
cannot sin! Because if He did, He would no longer holy, and therefore ~ no longer God ~ but this is not 
what God means here!] Yes! | will give this city in the hands of the Babylonians and to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, he shall conquer it. And the Babylonians outside the walls shall come in and set fire to 
the city and burn down all these houses, where the roofs have been used to offer incense to Baal, and 
to pour out libations (drink offerings) to other gods, causing my fury to rise! 

For the children of Israel, and the children of Judah, have only done evil before me ?from their youth: 
for the children of Israel have only provoked me to anger “with the works of their hands, says the Lord. 
For this city has been to me as °a provocation of mine anger and my fury from the day that they built 
it, even unto this day: that | should remove it from before my face. 

Because of all the evil of the children of Israel, and of the children of Judah, which they have done to 
provoke me to anger, they, their kings, and their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men 
of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

And °they have turned their “backs, not their faces towards me: though | have taught them, rising up 
early and teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to receive instructions. 

But, °they set their abominations in the house, which is called by my name, to defile it. 

10And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, *!to cause their 
sons and their daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech: which | commanded them not, neither 
came it into my mind, that they should do this abomination, ?*to cause Judah to sin. For Israel and Judah 
have done nothing but wrong since their earliest days: they have infuriated me, with all-of their evil 
deeds. From the time that this city was first constructed until now, it has done nothing but anger me; 
so, |am determined to be rid if it ~ (to wipe it off the face of the earth). The sins of Israel and Judah, 
the sins of my people, of their kings, officers, priests, and prophets, really stir me up! They have turned 
their backs on me and refused to return: day after day, year after year, | taught them right from wrong, 
but they would not listen or obey. [If you think you can do things in secret read this next bit carefully]. 
They have even defiled my Temple, by worshipping their abomination idols there. And they have built 
high altars to Baal in the Valley of Hinnom. There they have burnt their own children as blood sacrifices 
to Molech ~ something | never commanded them, and cannot even imagine suggesting. What an 
incredible evil, causing Judah to sin so greatly. Today, right across the world, they still offer sacrifices, 
the unborn children, the aborted babies, as blood sacrifices to Molech! 


1 Numbers 16:22 ° [Hebrew]~ for my anger 9 Jeremiah 7:30, Ezekiel 5:11 
2 Jeremiah 19:13 5 Jeremiah 2:27, 7:24 10 Jeremiah 7:31 

3 Jeremiah 3:25 7 [Hebrew]~ necks 11 Leviticus 18:21 

4 Jeremiah 25:6-7 8 2 Chronicles 36:15 12 1 Kings 16:19 


82 


36. And now therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of Israel; concerning this city, whereof you say, it shall 
be delivered into the hands of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by famine, and by pestilence: Now 
therefore, the Lord God of Israel says concerning this city that it will fall to the king of Babylon thought 
warfare, famine, and disease. Now the rest of this chapter relates to prophecies in the last days [LD]. 

37. Behold, 41 will gather them out of all the countries whither | have driven them in my anger, and in my 
fury, and in great wrath: 2! will, bring them again unto this place, and | will cause them to dwell safely: 

38. And they shall be my people, and | will be their God: 

39. And! *will give them one heart, and one way, *that they may fear me “for ever, for the good of them, 
and of their children after them. 

40. And’! will make an everlasting covenant with them, that | will not turn away °from them, to do them 
good: but *! will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me [again]. 

41. Yes, | will rejoice over them to do them good, and 7°! will plant them in this land “assuredly with my 
whole heart and with my whole soul. 

42. For thus says the Lord: Like as | have brought all this great evil upon this people, *so will | bring upon 
them all-of this good that | have promised them. 

43. And "fields shall be bought in this land, **whereof you say, It is desolate, without man or beast; it is 
given into the hands of the Chaldeans. 

44, Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidence, and seal them, and take witnesses up in the 
land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the 
mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities of the south: for | will cause their captivity to 
return, says the Lord. | will bring my people back again from all-of the countries, where in my fury | 
scattered them. | will bring them back to this very city, and make them live in peace and safety. And 
they shall be my people, and | shall be their God. And | will give them ONE HEART, and ONE MIND to 
worship me forever, for their own good and for the good of all-of their descendants. And | will make 
an everlasting covenant with them, promising never again to desert them, but only to do them good. 
| will put a desire in their hearts to worship me, and they shall never leave me. | will rejoice to do them 
good and will replant them in this land, with great joy. Just as | have sent all-of these terrors and evils 
upon them, so | will do all-of the good that | have promised them. Fields will again be bought and sold 
in this land, now ravaged by the Babylonians, where men and animals alike have all disappeared. Yes, 
fields shall once again by bought and sold ~ deeds signed, sealed, and witnessed, in the country of 
Benjamin, and here in Jerusalem, in the cities of Judah, and in the hill country, and on the Philistine 
plains, and in the Negeb desert also. For some day | will restore prosperity to them all. 


Chapter Thirty-Three: God promises a gracious return from Captivity 


1. Moreover, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet *°shut up in the 
courts of the prison, saying; 
2. Thus, says the Lord, the maker thereof, the Lord that formed it, to establish it: *°The Lord God of Hosts 


is his name; 
3. Call unto me: and | will answer thee, and show you great and ?’mighty things, which you know not. 
4, For this says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the houses 


of the kings of Judah, which are thrown down by 7*the mounts, and by the sword: 
5. They come the fight with the Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom | have 
slain in mine anger and with my fury and for all whose wickedness 77! have hidden my face from in this 


city. 
1 Deuteronomy 30:3, Jeremiah 7 Jeremiah 50:5, Ezekiel 16:60 13 Jeremiah 32:15 
23:3, 29:14 ® [Hebrew]~ from after them 44 Jeremiah 33:10 
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Behold, 7! will bring it health and cure, and | will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance 
of peace and truth. While Jeremiah was still in jail, the Lord sent him a second message: The Lord, the 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, ~ Jehovah is His name, says this: Ask me and | will tell you some marvellous 
secrets about what is going to happen here. For though you have torn down the houses of this city, 
and the king’s palace too, for materials to strengthen the walls against the siege guns of the enemy, 
yet the Babylonians will enter, and the men of this city are already as good as dead, for | have 
determined to destroy them in my furious anger. | have abandoned them because of all their 
wickedness, and | will not pity them, when they cry out for my help. Nevertheless, the time will come 
when | will heal Jerusalem’s damage, and give her prosperity and peace. 


Verses 7-11 relate to prophesies in the Last Days [LD]. 

And | will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and 2will build them, ?as at 
the first. 

And “1 will cleanse them from all-of their iniquities, whereby they have sinned against me; and | will 
pardon all-of their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against 
me. | will rebuild the cities of both Judah and Israel, and | will restore their fortunes. And | will cleanse 
away all-of their sins against me, and pardon them. [What a wonderful promise the people of Israel 
have before them, if they will only open their eyes to the truth of these words] 

And °it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all-of the nations of the earth, which 
shall hear all the good that | do unto them: and they shall °fear and tremble, for all the goodness and 
for all the prosperity that | procure unto them. Then the city shall be an honour to me, and it will give 
me joy and be a source of praised and glory before all the nations of the earth! The people of the world 
will see the good that | do for my people and will tremble in awe. 

Thus, says the Lord: Again, there shall be heard in this place, 7which you say shall be desolate without 
man and without beast, even in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, 
without man, and without inhabitants, and without beast. 

The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the 
voice of them that shall say: Praise the Lord of Hosts: for the Lord is good: And His mercy endureth 
forever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the House of the Lord. For | will cause 
to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, says the Lord. The Lord declares that the happy voices 
of bridegrooms and of brides, and the joyous songs of those bringing thanksgiving offerings to the Lord 
will be heard again in this land. The people will sing: “Praise the Lord! For He is good, and His mercies 
endures forever!” 


Thus, says the Lord of Hosts: Again, in this place, which is desolate without man or without beast, and 
in all the cities thereof, shall be °a habitation of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down. 

In °the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the valley, and in the cities of the south, and in the land 
of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, ?°shall the flocks pass again 
under the hands of him that tells them, says the Lord. The Next 2 verses relate to the Second Coming 
& the Millennium Period. 

[S, M] #7Behold, that days come, says the Lord, that | will perform that good thing which I have promised 
unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. 

[S, M] /n those days, and at that time, will | cause The Branch of Righteousness to grow up unto David: 
and He shall execute judgement and righteousness in the land. 


1 Jeremiah 30:17 4 Ezekiel 36:25, Hebrew 9:13- 8 Isaiah 65:10, Jeremiah 31:24, 
2 Jeremiah 31:4, 28 14 50:19 
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[S, M] /n those last days, shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name 
wherewith she shall be called, The Lord our righteousness. Yes! The day will come, says the Lord, when 
| will do for Israel and Judah all-of the good that | promised them. At that time, | will bring to the throne 
the “TRUE SON” of David, and He shall rule justly. In that day the people of Judah and Jerusalem shall 
live in safety and their motto will be “The Lord is our Righteousness”. 

For thus says the Lord: *David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel: 
Neither shall *the Priests and the Levites want a man before me “to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle 
meat offerings, and to do sacrifice continually. And the Lord declares that from that day onwards, David 
shall forever have an heir sitting on the throne of Israel. And there shall always be Levites to burn 
offerings and meal offerings and sacrifices to the Lord. 


And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying: 

Thus, says the Lord: °[IF] you can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that 
there should not be day and night in their season: 

[THEN] may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign 
upon his throne: and with the Levites and the Priests, as my ministers. [Here is a conditional promise 
made by the Lord]. Then this message came from the Lord to Jeremiah, saying: IF you can break my 
covenant with the day and the night, so that the day and the night don’t come on their usual schedule; 
only THEN will my covenant with David, my servant, be broken, so that he shall not have a son to reign 
upon his throne: and my covenant with the Levites and the Priests my ministers is non-cancellable. 
As °the host of heaven cannot be numbered, nor the sand of the sea measured; so, will | multiply the 
seed of David, my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me. 

Moreover, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah saying; 

Consider not what these people have spoken, saying; The two families that the Lord has chosen, He has 
cast them off? Thus, they have despised my people, ®that they should be no more a nation before them. 
Thus, says the Lord: IF my covenant be not with day and night, and IF | have not appointed °the 
ordinances of the heaven and the earth; 

THEN will cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my servant, so that | will not take any of his seed to 
be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for | will cause their captivity to return, and have 
mercy upon them. And as the stars cannot be counted, nor the sand upon the seashores measured, 
so the descendants of David, my servant, and the line of the Levites who minister to me, will be 
multiplied. Then the Lord spoke to Jeremiah again saying; “Have you heard what people are saying? — 
That the Lord chose Judah and Israel and He has now abandoned them! They are sneering and saying 
that Israel in not worthy to be counted as a nation.?™” But this was the Lord’s reply: | would no more 
reject my people than | would change my laws of night and day, of earth and sky. | would never 
abandon the Jews, or David my servant, or change the plan that his child will someday rule these 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Instead, | will restore their prosperity, and | will have 
mercy upon them. 


1 [Hebrew] Jehovah tsidkenu > Psalm 72:5, Jeremiah 31:36 10 There are nations on earth 

2 [Hebrew]~ There shall not be 6 Jeremiah 31:37 in 2021 who are saying this, 
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Chapter Thirty-Four: Prophecy of the capture of King Zedekiah 
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The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, ?when Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, and all- 
of his armies, and 2all-of the kingdoms of the earth ?of his dominion, and all the people fought against 
Jerusalem, and against all-of the cities thereof, saying; 

Thus, says the Lord, the God of Israel: Go and speak to Zedekiah, the king of Judah and tell; Behold, | 
will give this city into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire; 

And “you shall not escape out of his hand, but shall surely be taken, and delivered into his hands: and 
your eyes shall see the eyes of the king of Babylon, and °he shall speak to you mouth to mouth, and you 
shall go to Babylon. 

Yet, hear the word of the Lord, O Zedekiah king of Judah: Thus, says the Lord of thee: You shall not die 
by the sword: 

But you shall die in peace: and with °the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings which were before 
thee, so shall they burn odours for thee: and, ’they will lament thee, saying: Ah Lord! For | have 
pronounced the Word, says the Lord. 

Then Jeremiah the Prophet spoke all-of these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem. 

When the king of Babylon’s army fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of Judah that were 
left, against Lachish, and against Azekah: for ’these °defences cities remained of the cities of Judah. 


This is the message that 
came to Jeremiah from the Lord when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and all-of his armies from all- 
of the kingdoms he ruled and came and fought against Jerusalem and the cities of Judah: Go and tell 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, that this is what the Lord says: “I will give this city to the king of Babylon and 
he will burn it. You shall not escape; you shall be captured and taken before the king of Babylon, and 
he shall pronounce sentence against you and you shall be exiled to Babylon”. But, listen to this, O 
Zedekiah, king of Judah: God says; “You won’t be killed in war and carnage, but that you will die quietly 
among your people, and they will burn incense in your memory, just as they did for your fathers.” They 
will weep and say; “Alas, our king is dead!” This | have decreed says the Lord. 


So, Jeremiah delivered the message to Zedekiah, king of Judah. At this time the 
Babylonian armies were besieging the walls of Jerusalem, Lachish, and Azekah ~ the only walled cities 
of Judah still standing. 
This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after that the king Zedekiah made a covenant 
with all-of the people which were at Jerusalem, ?°to proclaim liberty unto them. 
“That every man should let his manservant, and every man his maidservant, being a Hebrew, or a 
Hebrewess, go free: that none should serve himself of them, to wit, of a Jew, his brother. 
Now when the princes, and all-of the people, which had entered into this covenant, heard that everyone 
should let his manservant, and everyone his maidservant, go free, that none should serve themselves 
of them anymore, then they obeyed, and let them go. 
But afterwards, [just like the Pharoah did in Egypt] they turned, and caused their servants and their 
handmaids, whom they had let go free, to return, and brought them into subjection, for servants and 
handmaiads. 
Therefore, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the Lord saying: This is the message that came 
to Jeremiah from the Lord after King Zedekiah of Judah had freed all-of the slaves in Jerusalem, (for 
King Zedekiah had ordered for everyone to free his Jewish slaves, both men and women, [Notice not 
ALL slaves, but just the Jewish slaves]. He said that no Jew should be the master of another Jew, for all 


1 2 Kings 25:1, Jemiah 39:1, > [Hebrew]~ his mouth shall 9 Jeremiah 4:5 
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were brothers (or sisters). The princes and of the people had obeyed the king’s command and freed 
their slaves, but their action was only temporary. They changed their minds and made their servants 
slaves once again, That is why the Lord gave the following message 
to Jerusalem. 

Thus, says the Lord, the God of Israel: | made a covenant with your fathers in the day that 4! brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondmen saying: 

At the end of *seven years, let go every man his brother a Hebrew, which “has been sold to you: and 
when He has served you six years, you shall let him go free from you: but your fathers hearkened not 
unto me, neither inclined their ear. 

And you were °now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his 
neighbour: and you have made a covenant before me in the house °which is called by my name. 

But you turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his handmaid, 
whom you had set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought them into subjection [again], to 
be your servants and your handmaids. The Lord Gods of Israel says; | made a covenant with your fathers 
long ago when | brought them from their slavery in Egypt. | told them that every Hebrew slave must 
be freed after serving six years. But this was not done! Recently you did what was right, as | 
commanded you, and freed your slaves. You had solemnly promised me in My Temple that you would 
do it. But now you refuse and have defiled my name by shrugging off your oath and have made them 
slaves again. 


Therefore, thus says the Lord: You have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, everyone to his 
brother, and every man to his neighbour: behold, ’I proclaim liberty for you, says the Lord, to the sword, 
to the pestilence, and to the famine: and | will make you to be removed into all-of the kingdoms of the 
earth. [God declares the diaspora of the Jews into all the nations of the earth.] 

And | will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have not performed the words of 
the covenant which they made before me, ®when they cut the calf in half and passed between the two 
pieces thereof. 

The princes of Judah, and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all-of the people 
of the land, which passed between the two parts of the calf: 

| will even give them into the hands of their enemies, and into the hands of them that seek their life: 
and °their dead bodies shall be for meat of the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth. 
And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes will | give into the hands of their enemies, and into the 
hands of them that seek their life, and into the hand of the King of Babylon’s armies, ?°which are gone 
up from you. 

Behold, | will command, says the Lord, and *tcause them to return to this city: and they shall fight 
against it, and take it, and burn it with fire: and | will make the cities of Judah a desolation without an 
inhabitant. Therefore, says the Lord, because you will not listen to me and release your servants, | will 
release you to the power of death by war, or famine, or disease. And | will scatter you all over the 
world as exiles. Because you have refused the terms of our contract (covenant), | will cut you apart, 
just as you cut apart the calf, when you walked between its halves to solemnise your vows. Yes, | will 
butcher you, irrespective of whether you are princes, court officials, priests, or people ~ for you have 
broken your oath (towards me). | will give you to your enemies and they will kill you. | will feed your 
dead bodies to the vultures and the wild beasts. And | will surrender Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his 
officials, to the armies of the King of Babylon, even though he has departed from the city for a little 
while. | will summon the Babylonian armies back again and they will fight against this city and capture 
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it and burn it. And | will see to it that all-of the cities of Judah are completely destroyed and left 
desolate, without even one living soul. 


Chapter Thirty-Five: The Faithful Rechabites 


10. 


11. 


[See Appendix # 1.] 
The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, tin the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, saying. 

Go into the house of *the Rechabites and speak to them, and bring them into the House of the Lord, 
into one of ?the chambers and give them wine to drink. 

Then | took Jaazaniah, the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, 
and the whole house of the Rechabites. 

And | brought them into the house of the Lord, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of 
Igdaliah, *a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of 
°Maaseiah, the son of Shallum, °the keeper of the door: 

And | set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites, pots full of wine, and cups, and | said unto 
them, “Drink the wine.” 

But they said, “We will drink no wine: for °Jonadab, the son of Rechab our father commanded us saying: 
“You shall drink no wine, neither you, nor your sons forever. 

Neither shall you build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyards, nor have any: but all-of your days you 
shall dwell in tents: ?that you may live many days in the land where you will be strangers. 

Thus, have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he has charged us, 
to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters. 

Nor to build houses for us to dwell in: neither have we vineyards, nor field, not seed: 

But we have dwelt in tents and have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our father 
commanded us. 

But it came to pass when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came up into the land, that we said: Come 
and let us go to Jerusalem, for fear of the army of “the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the 
Syrians: so, we dwell in Jerusalem. 


This is the message that the Lord gave to 
Jeremiah, when Jehoiakim (son of Josiah) was the king of Judah. Go to the settlement where the 
families of the Rechabites live and invite them to the Temple. Take them into one of the inner rooms 
and offer them a drink of wine. So, | went to see Jaazaniah, the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, 
and brought him and all-of his brothers and sons ~ representing all-of the Rechab families to the 
Temple, into the room assigned for the use of the sons of Hanan the prophet (the son of Igdaliah). This 
room was located next to the one used by the palace officials, directly above the room of Maasiah (son 
of Shallum), who was the Temple doorman. | set cups and jugs of wine before them and invited them 
to have a drink, but they refused. “No” they said. “For Jonadab, our father (son of Rechab) commanded 
than none of us should ever drink, neither we, nor our children forever. He also told us not the build 
houses to live in, nor to plant crops or vineyards, and not to own farms, but always to live in tents: and 
that if we obeyed, we would live a long, good life in our own land. And we have obeyed him in all-of 
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these things. We have never had a drink of wine since then, nor our wives, nor our sons or our 
daughters. We haven’t built houses, or owned farms, or planted crops. We have lived in tents and have 
fully obeyed everything that Jonadab our father commanded us. But, when Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, arrived in this country, we were afraid and decided to move to Jerusalem. That’s why we are 
here”. 


Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah saying: 

Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, Will you not receive instruction to hearken to my words? 

The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine are performed: 
for unto this day ~ they drink none, but obey their father’s commandments: notwithstanding, | have 
spoken unto you, rising early, and speaking: but you hearkened not unto me. 

| have also sent unto you all-of my servants, the prophets, rising up early and sending them saying: 
4Return you now every man from his evil ways, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods, to 
serve them, and you shall dwell in the land which | have given to you and to your fathers: but you have 
not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me. 

Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, 
which he commanded them: but this people have not hearkened unto me. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God of Hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, | will bring upon Judah and upon 
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that | have pronounced against them: because | have spoken 
unto them, but they have not heard: and | have called unto them, and they have not answered. 

And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: 
Because you have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all-of his precepts, and 
done all that he has commanded you: 

Therefore, thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a 
man to stand before me for ever. Then the Lord gave this message to Jeremiah: The Lord of Hosts, the 
God of Israel says: Go and say to Judah and to Jerusalem, Won’t you learn a lesson from the families 
of Rechab? They don’t drink, because their father told them not to. But | have spoken to you time and 
time again, but you refuse to listen or obey. | have sent you prophet after prophet, to tell you to turn 
back from your wicked ways to and to stop worshipping other gods and that if you obeyed, then | 
would let you live here in peace, here in the land | gave to you and your fathers. But you would not 
listen or obey! The families of Rechab have obeyed their father completely, but you have refused to 
listen to me. Therefore, the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel says: Because you refused to listen, or to 
answer when | call, | will send upon Judah and Jerusalem all the evil | have threatened. Then Jeremiah 
turned to the Rechabites and said: “The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel says, that because you have 
obeyed your father in every respect, he shall always have descendants who will worship me!” 
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Chapter Thirty-Six: Baruch reads a roll of threatening prophecies 
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And it came to pass tin the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, that 
this word came to Jeremiah from the Lord saying: 

Take 2a roll of a book, and ?write down therein all-of the words that | have spoken unto thee against 
Israel, and against Judah ~ and “against all-of the nations, *from that day that | spoke unto thee, from 
the days of Josiah, even until this day. 

It maybe that the house of Judah will hear all-of the evil which | purpose to do unto them: that °they 
return every man from their evil way(s): ’that | may forgive their iniquities and their sins. 

Then Jeremiah called *Baruch the son of Neriah: and *Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 
words of the Lord, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. 

And Jeremiah commanded Baruch saying: 1°1 am shut up: | cannot go into the house of the Lord: 
Therefore, you go and read in the roll, which you have written from my mouth, the words of the Lord, 
in the ears of the people, in the Lord’s house upon the fasting day: and also, you shall read them in the 
ears of all-of Judah that comes out of their cities. 

It may be “they will present their supplications before the Lord, and will return everyone from their evil 
ways: for great is the anger and the fury that the Lord has pronounced against his people. 

And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading 
in the book the words of the Lord in the Lord’s house. 

And it came to pass in the fifth year of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the 
ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the Lord to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all-of 
the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. 

Then read Baruch in the book of the words of Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, in *?the chamber of 
Gemariah the son of **Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, ?at the ‘entry of the new gate, of the 
Lord’s house, in the ears of all the people. \n the summer of 605 ac. shortly after Nebuchadnezzar’s 
victory over the Egyptian armies at Carchemish, (in the 4" year of the reign of King Jehoiakim, the son 
of Josiah), the Lord gave this message to Jeremiah. Geta scroll and write down all my messages against 
Israel, Judah and all-of the other nations. Begin with the first message back in the days of Josiah, and 
write down every one of them. Perhaps, when the people of Judah see in writing all the terrible things, 
| will do to them, they will repent. And then | can forgive them. [Here God Almighty is giving Jeremiah 
an enormous task. If you have been reading so far, you will understand that God is asking Jeremiah to 
remember every prophecy that the Lord has given to him over a long period of approximately forty 
years.] So, Jeremiah sent Baruch, the son of Neriah, and as Jeremiah dictated the words of the Lord, 
Baruch wrote down all-of the prophecies. When all-of this work was finished, Jeremiah said to Baruch, 
“Since |am a prisoner here, you go and read this scroll in the Temple on the next Day of Fasting, for on 
that day people will come to the Temple from all over Judah. Perhaps even yet they will turn from their 
evil ways and ask the Lord to forgive them before it is too late, even though these curses of God have 
been pronounced upon them.” Baruch did as Jeremiah told him to, and read all-of the messages to the 
people at the Temple. This occurred on the Day of Fasting in December of the fifth year of the reign of 
King Jehoiakim (son of Josiah). People came from all over Judah to attend the services at the Temple 
that day. Baruch went to the office of Gemariah the scribe (the son of Shaphan) to read the scroll. This 
room was just off the upper assembly hall-of the Temple, near the door of the New Gate. 

When Michaiah, the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all-of the words 
of the Lord. 
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Then he went down into the king’s house, into the scribe’s chamber: and lo, all-of the princes sat there, 
even 7Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah, the son of Shemaiah, and 7Elnathan the son of Achbor, and 
Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all-of the princes. 

Then Michaiah declared unto them all-of the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in 
the ears of the people. 

Therefore, all-of the princes sent Jehudi, the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, 
unto Baruch, saying: Take in thine hand the roll wherein you have read in the ears of the people, and 
come. So, Baruch to son of Neriah took the scroll in his hand and came unto them. 

And they said unto him; Sit down and read it in our ears. So, Baruch read it is their ears. 

Now when it came to pass, when they had heard all-of the words, they were afraid, both one and all, 
and said unto Baruch; we will surely tell the King all-of these words. 

And they asked Baruch, saying: Tell us now, how did you write all these words at his mouth? 

Then Baruch answered them; He pronounced all-of these words unto me with his mouth, and | wrote 
them with ink in this book. 

Then said the princes to Baruch; Go hide yourself, you and Jeremiah; and let no man know where you 
are hiding. When Michaiah (son of Gemariah), son of Shaphan, heard the messages from God, he went 
down to the palace to the conference room, where the administrative officials were meeting. Elishama 
(the scribe) was there, as well as Delaiah (son of Shemaiah), Elnathan (the son of Achbor), Gemariah 
(the son of Shaphan), Zedekiah (the son of Hananiah), and all-of the others with similar responsibilities. 
When Micaiah told them about the messages Baruch was reading to the people, the officials sent 
Jehudi (son of Nethaniah), son of Shelemiah, son of Cushi to ask Baruch to come and read the messages 
to them also, and he did as they requested. By the time he had finished they were all shaken and badly 
frightened. “We must tell the king,” they said. But first, tell us how you got these messages. Did 
Jeremiah dictate these messages to you himself? So, Baruch explained that Jeremiah dictated them 
word for word, and that he had faithfully written them down in ink on this scroll. “You and Jeremiah 
both find a secure place to hide, said the officials to Baruch. “Don’t tell a soul where you are.” 

And they went in to the King into the court, but they laid up the scroll 3in the chamber of Elishama the 
scribe, and told all-of the words in the ears of the king. 

So, the king sent Jehudi to fetch the scroll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe’s chamber. And 
Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all-of the princes, “which stood beside the king. 
Now the king sat °in the winter house in the ninth month (December): and there was a fire on the hearth 
burning before him. 

And it came to pass that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with a penknife, and cast 
it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all-of the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the 
hearth. 

Yet they were not afraid, °nor rent their garments, neither the king, neither any of his servants who 
heard all-of these words. 

Nevertheless, 7Elnathan and Delaiah, and Gemariah, had all made intercession to the king that he 
would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them. 

But the King commanded Jerahmeel, the son 8of Hammelech, and Seraiah, the son of Azriel, and 
Shelemiah, the son of Abdeel, °to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the Prophet: But the Lord hid 
them! Then the officials hid the scroll in the chamber of Elishama and went to tell the king. The king 
sent Jehudi to get the scroll. Jehudi brought the scroll from Elishama the scribe and read it to the king, 
as all-of his officials stood by. The king was in the winterized part of the palace at that time, sitting in 
front of the fire, for it was December and very cold. And whenever Jehudi and finished reading three 
of four columns, the king would slit off that section of the scroll and throw it into the fire, until the 
whole scroll was destroyed. And nobody protested except Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah. They 
pleaded with the king not to burn the scroll, but he would not listen to them! Not another of the king’s 
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officials showed any signs of fear or anger at what he had done. 


Then the king 
commanded Jerahmeel (a member of the royal family’) and Seraiah (son of Azriel) and Shelemiah (son 
of Abdeel) to arrest Baruch and Jeremiah. But the Lord hid them! 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah after the king had burnt the roll, and the words that Baruch 
had written at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying: 

(Make another copy) Take another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, 
which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned. [Just think about this: In my bible, which is double 
columned and with a very small font size of 8, the Book of Jeremiah is over 75 pages in length. Can you 
imagine having to rewrite this whole book again? | wonder what Baruch was thinking when Jeremiah 
told him that God said he had to write it all out again?] 

And you shall say to Jehoiakim king of Judah: This says the Lord; You have burnt this roll, saying: Why 
have you written therein, saying; 7The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and 
shall cause to cease man and beast? 

Therefore, thus says the Lord of Jehoiakim king of Judah: *He shall have none to sit upon the throne of 
David: and his dead body shall be “cast out in the day to the heat and in the night to the frost. 

And | will ?punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity: and | will bring upon them and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem and upon the men of Judah, all-of the evil | have pronounced against 
them: But they hearkened not! 

Then took Jeremiah another scroll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah: who wrote 
therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all-of the words of the book which Jehoiakim of Judah had burned 
in the fire: and there were added unto them besides many ‘like words. After the king had burned the 
scroll, the Lord said to Jeremiah: Get another scroll and write everything again just as you did before, 
and say to the king: “The Lord says, You, burned the scroll because it said that the king of Babylon 
would destroy this country and everything in it. And now the Lord adds this concerning you, Jehoiakim 
king of Judah: You shall have no one to sit on the throne of David’. His dead body shall be thrown out 
into the hot sun and frosty nights. And | will punish him and his family and all-of his officials because 
of their sins. | will pour out upon them all-of the evil | promised ~ upon them and upon all-of the people 
of Judah and Jerusalem, for they wouldn’t listen to my warnings. Then Jeremiah took another scroll 
and dictated again to Baruch all he had written before, only this time the Lord added a lot more. 
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Chapter Thirty-Seven: Jeremiah prophecies the return of the Chaldeans 


1. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


And tking Zedekiah’s the son of Josiah, instead of ?Coniah (also known as Jeconiah) the son of 
Jehoiakim, 7whom Nebuchadnezzar appointed king in the land of Judah. 

“But neither, he nor his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken to the words of the Lord, which 
he spoke by the prophet Jeremiah. 

And Zedekiah the king sent *Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and °Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the 
priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying; Pray now unto the Lord our God for us. 

Now Jeremiah 7came in and went out among the people: ®for they had not put him in prison. [YET] 
Then °Pharoah’s army was come forth, out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem 
heard tidings of them, ?°they departed from Jerusalem. 


Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
did not appoint Coniah (King Jehoiakim’s son) to be the new king of Judah. Instead, he chose Zedekiah, 
(the son of Josiah). But neither King Zedekiah, nor his officials, nor the people who were left in the 
land, listened to what the Lord has said through Jeremiah. Nevertheless, King Zedekiah sent Jehucal 
(the son of Shelemiah) and Zephaniah the priest (son of Maaseiah) to ask Jeremiah to pray for them. 
At this stage, Jeremiah was still free to walk about, because he had not yet been put into prison. When 
the army of Pharaoh Hophra of Egypt appeared at the southern border of Judah to relieve the besieged 
city of Jerusalem, the Babylonian army withdrew from Jerusalem to fight the Egyptians. 
Then came the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet, saying: 
Thus, says the Lord, the God of Israel: Thus, shall you say to the king of Judah, *that sent you to enquire 
of me; Behold, the Pharaoh’s army which has come to help you, shall return to Egypt, to their own land. 
And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire. 
Thus, says the Lord; Deceive not *7yourselves, saying, the Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for they 
shall not depart. 
For though you had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there 
remained but just *wounded men among them, yet should they rise-up every man in his tent, and burn 
this city with fire. Then the Lord sent this message to Jeremiah; “The Lord, the God of Israel, says: Tell 
the king of Judah, who sent you to ask me what is going to happen, that Pharoah’s army, though it 
came here to help you, is about to return in flight to Egypt! The Babylonian army shall defeat them and 
send them scurrying home, with their tails between their legs. Then the Babylonians shall return and 
shall capture this city and burn it to the ground. Don’t fool yourselves that the Babylonians are gone 
for good. They aren’t! Even if you destroyed the entire Babylonian army, until there were only a 
handful of survivors left, and they lay wounded in their tents, yet they would stagger out and defeat 
you, and put this city to the torch!” 
And it came to pass that when the army of the Chaldeans was “broken up from Jerusalem, for fear of 
Pharoah’s army, 
Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go 7%into the land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence 
into the midst of the people. 
And when he was 7’in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose name was Irijah, 
the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah: and he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying; *°thou fallest 
away to the Chaldeans. 
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Then said Jeremiah: It is false: | fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him: so Irijah 
took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. 

Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of 
Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison. When the Babylonian army set out from 
Jerusalem to engage Pharoah’s army in battle, Jeremiah started to leave the city to go to the land of 
Benjamin, to see the property that he had bought. But as he was walking through the Benjamin Gate, 
a sentry arrested him as a traitor, claiming that he was defecting to the Babylonians. The guard making 
the arrest was Irijah (son of Shelemiah, the grandson of Hananiah). “That’s not true” Jeremiah said, “| 
have no intention whatever of doing any such thing”. But Irijah wouldn’t listen: he took Jeremiah 
before the city officials. They were incensed with Jeremiah and had him flogged and put into the 
dungeon under the house of Jonathan the scribe, which had been converted into a prison. 

When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the ‘cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there 
many days. Jeremiah was kept there in the prison for several days. 

Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, 
Is there any word from the Lord? And Jeremiah replied; Yes, there is: for, said he, you shall be delivered 
into the hands of the king of Babylon. 

Moreover, Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah: What have | offended against you, or against your 
servants, or against this people, that you have put me in prison? 

Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying; The king of Babylon shall not come 
against you, nor against this land? 

Therefore, hear now, | pray thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, | pray thee, be accepted before 
thee; *that you cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest | die there. 

Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah 7into the court of the prison, 
and that they give him daily a piece of bread out of the baker’s street, “until all the bread in the city 
was spent. Thus, Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison. Eventually, King Zedekiah sent for him 
to come to the palace secretly. The king asked him if there was any recent message from the Lord? 
“Yes”, said Jeremiah, “there is! You shall be defeated by the king of Babylon!” Then Jeremiah broached 
the subject of his imprisonment. “What have | ever done to deserve this?” he asked the king. “What 
crime have | committed? Tell me what | have done against you, or your officials, or the people? Where 
are those prophets now who told you that the king of Babylon would not come? Listen, O my lord the 
king: | beg you, don’t send me back to that dungeon, for | will die there.” Then King Zedekiah 
commanded that Jeremiah not be returned to the dungeon, but be placed in the palace prison instead 
and that he be given a small loaf of fresh bread every day, as long as there was any left in the city. So, 
Jeremiah was kept in the palace °prison. 


1 THebrew]~ cells 3 Jeremiah 32:2 > Which was in fact, the court 
2 Jeremiah 38:26 4 Jeremiah 38:9, 52:6 of the guard. 
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Chapter Thirty-Eight: Jeremiah is imprisoned and cast into the dungeon 


1. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


Then Shephatiah, the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and 4Jucal (Jehucal), the son of 
Shelemiah, heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken all the words unto the people, saying: 

Thus, says the Lord: 7He that remains in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and the 
pestilence: but he that goes forth to the Chaldeans shall live: for he shall have his life as a prey, and 
shall live. 

Thus, says the Lord: ?This city shall surely be given into the hands of the king of Babylon’s army, which 
shall take it. 

Therefore, the princes said to the king, we beseech you, “let this man be put to death: for he weakens 
the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such 
words unto them: for this man seeks not the °welfare of this people, but to hurt them. 

Then Zedekiah the king said; Behold, he is in your hands; for °the king is not he that can do anything 
against you. 

Then they took Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malachiah the son 7of Hammelech, that 
was in the court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon, there was 
no water, but mire: so, Jeremiah sunk into the more. 


. But when Shephatiah (son of Mattan) and Gedaliah (son of Pashur) 
and Jucal (son of Shelemiah) heard what Jeremiah had been telling the people ~ that anyone remaining 
in Jerusalem would die by the sword, or by famine, or disease, but anyone surrendering to the 
Babylonians would live, and that the city of Jerusalem would surely be captured by the king of Babylon 
~ they went to the king and said: “Sir, this fellow must die. That kind of talk undermines the morale of 
the few soldiers remaining in the city, and of all the people too. This man is a traitor.” So, king Zedekiah 
agreed. “All right,” he said. “Do as you like ~ | can’t stop you.” So, the princes and the officials took 
Jeremiah from his cell and lowered him by ropes into an empty cistern in the prison yard. (It belonged 
to Malachiah, a member of the royal family). There was no water in it, but there was a thick layer of 
mire (swampy, or boggy ground) at the bottom, and Jeremiah sank down into it. 


When *Ebedmelech, the Ethiopian, one of ?the eunuchs which was in the king’s house heard that they 
had put Jeremiah in the dungeon: the king was sitting in the gate of Benjamin; 

Ebedmelech went forth out of the king’s house, and spoke to the king, saying; 

My Lord, the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom 
they have cast into the dungeon: and *°he is likely to die from hunger in the place where he is for “there 
is no more bread in the city. 

Then the king commanded Ebedmelech the Ethiopian saying; Take from here thirty men ‘with you, and 
take up Jeremiah out of the dungeon before he dies. 

So, Ebedmelech took the men with him, and went into the house of the king, under the treasury, and 
took from there old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to 
Jeremiah. 

And Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah; Put now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under 
your armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. 

So, they drew up Jeremiah *3with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained 
in the court of the prison. When Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, and important palace official, heard that 
Jeremiah was in the cistern, he rushed out to the gate of Benjamin, where the king was holding court. 


1 Jeremiah 37:3 6 Jeremiah 38:24-27 11 Jeremiah 37:21 

2 Jeremiah 21:9 7 [Hebrew]~ of the king ? THebrew]~ in thine hand 
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“My Lord, the King,” he said, “these men have done a very evil thing in putting Jeremiah into the 
cistern. He will die of hunger, for almost all-of the bread in the city is gone.” Then the king (did what 
He should have done earlier, and used his God-given authority) commanded Ebedmelech to take thirty 
men with him and pull Jeremiah out before he died. So, Ebedmelech took thirty men and went to the 
palace depot for discarded supplies, where used clothing was kept. There he found some old rags and 
discarded garments which he took to the cistern and lowered them to Jeremiah on a rope. Ebedmelech 
called down to Jeremiah, “Use these rags under your armpits to protect you from the ropes.” Then, 
when Jeremiah was ready, they pulled him out and returned him to the palace prison court, where he 
remained. 

Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet with him into the ‘third entry that is in the 
house of the Lord: and the king said to Jeremiah; | will ask you a question: hide nothing back from me. 
Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah; If | declare it unto you, will you not surely put me to death? And if | 
give you counsel, will you not hearken unto me? 

So, Zedekiah the king swore secretly to Jeremiah, saying: As the Lord lives, that made us this soul, | will 
not put you to death, neither willl give you into the hands of these men who want to kill you. [Zedekiah 
is making an oath in the principal gate of the House of the Lord, pledging not to kill Jeremiah, or hand 
him over to others who want to kill him] With this knowledge then Jeremiah delivers the word of the 
Lord to Zedekiah, for him to choose one of the two options, in the message for the Lord. 

Then spoke Jeremiah unto Zedekiah: Thus, says the Lord, the God of Hosts, the God of Israel: If you will 
assuredly go forth unto the King of Babylon’s princes, then your soul shall live, and this city shall not be 
burned with fire: and you shall live, and your household. 

BUT, if you will not go forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, then shall this city be given into the hands 
of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and ?you shall not escape out of their hands. 

And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah; | am afraid of the Jews that have (already) fallen to the 
Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me. 

But Jeremiah said; They shall not deliver you: Obey, | beseech you, the voice of the Lord, which | speak 
to thee; and thy soul shall live. 

BUT, if you refuse to go forth, this is the word that the Lord has shown me: 

And, behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah’s house shall be brought forth to the king 
of Babylon’s princes, and those women shall say; *Your friends have set thee on, and have prevailed 
against thee: your feet have sunk into the mire, and they are turned away back. 

So, they shall bring out all your wives and °your children to the Chaldeans: and you shall not escape out 
of their hands, but you shall be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon: and *you shall cause this city 
to be burned with fire. [Here the Lord God of Israel is giving king Zedekiah two clear options to take; 
(a) the first with salvation, peace, and life, and (b) the second with capture, humiliation, death, and 
destruction. It would seem and easy and logical choice]. Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “The Lord 
God of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: If you will surrender to Babylon, you and your whole family shall 
live, and this city will not be burned. However, if your refuse to surrender, this city shall be set on fire 
by the Babylonian army, and you will not escape.” “But | am afraid to surrender,” the king said, “for 
the Babylonians will hand me over to the Jews who have defected to them, and who knows what they 
will do to me?” Jeremiah replied: “You will not be given into their hands, if you only obey the Lord: 
your life will be spared and all will go well for you. But if you refuse to obey the Lord and surrender, 
the Lord has said that all the women left in your palace will be brought out and given to the officers of 
the Babylonian army; and these women will taunt you with bitterness. ‘Fine friend you have’ they’ll 
say, ‘those Egyptians. They have betrayed you and left you to your fate! All your wives and children 
will be led out to the Babylonians, and you will not escape. You will be seized by the king of Babylon, 
and this city will be burned.” 

Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah; Let no man know these words, and you shall not die. 


1 [Hebrew]~ principal entry 3 Jeremiah 38:23, also see 32:4 5 [Hebrew]~ thou shalt burn 
* Jeremiah 37:17 (an oath on 4 [Hebrew]~ men of thy peace 
the Lord’ names > Jeremiah 39:6, 44:7 
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But if the princes hear that | have talked with you, and they come to you, and say to you; Declare unto 
us now, what you have said to the king, hide it not from us, and we will not put you to death; also, what 
the king said to you; 

Then you shall say to them, +! presented my supplications before the king, that he would not cause me 
to return to Jonathan’s house, to die there. 

Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him; and he told them according to all these words 
that the king had commanded. So, *they left off speaking with him: for the matter was not perceived. 
So, Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was there 
when Jerusalem was taken. Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “On pain of death, don’t tell anyone that 
you told me this! And if my officials hear that | have spoken with you and threaten you will death unless 
you tell them what we discussed, just say that you begged me not to send you back to the dungeon in 
Jonathan’s house, for you would die there.” And sure enough, it wasn’t long before all the city officials 
came to Jeremiah and asked him why the king had called for him. So, he said to them what the king 
had told him to, and they left without finding out the truth, for the conversation had not been 
overheard by anyone. And Jeremiah remained confined to the prison yard until that day that Jerusalem 
was taken by the Babylonians. [It is not often that prophets are present, to see their prophecies 
fulfilled, right before their eyes ~ but here was a case, where Jeremiah had prophesied to the nation 
and to the king for many years, but they refused to obey the word of the Lord and therefore, the 
second alternative option given by Jeremiah to the king would be put into action by the Lord, and 
Jerusalem was burnt to the ground. 


Chapter Thirty-Nine: Jerusalem is captured by the Babylonians 


1. 


In the ninth year of the reign of Zedekiah the king of Judah, in the tenth month, came Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon and all his army against Jerusalem, and they besieged it. 

And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, and on the ninth day of the month, the city 
was broken up. 

And 2all the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle gate, even Nergalsharezer, 
Samgarnebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris, Rabmag, with all the residue of the princes of the King of Babylon. 
And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king saw them, and all the men of war, then they fled, 
and went forth out of the city by night, by the way of the king’s garden between the two walls: and he 
went out the way of the plain. 

But the Chaldeans’ army pursued after them and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: and when 
they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon to Riblah, in the land 
of Hamath, where he °gave judgement upon him. 

Then the king of Babylon slew °the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: also, the King of Babylon 
slew all the nobles of Judah. 

Moreover, he “put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and bound him ®with chains to carry him to Babylon. \t was in 
January, of the ninth year of the reign of King Zedekiah of Judah, that King Nebuchadnezzar, and his 
complete armies came against Jerusalem AGAIN. (This is just like Jeremiah said would happen) and 
they besieged it. Two years later, in the month of July, they breached the wall, and the city fell, and all 
the officers of the Babylonian army came in and sat in triumph at the middle gate. Nergalsharezer was 
there, and Samgarnebo and Nergalsharezer, the king’s chief assistant, and many others. When King 
Zedekiah and his soldiers realised that the city was lost, they fled during the night, going out through 
the gate between the two walls at the back of the palace garden, and across the fields towards the 
Jordan Valley. BUT the Babylonians chased the king and caught him on the plain of Jericho and brought 
him back to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, who was at Riblah, in the land of Hamath, where he 


1 Jeremiah 36:7 4 Jeremiah 39:10, 2 Kings 25:4- 7 Ezekiel 12:13, compare with 
* [Hebrew]~ so they were 12 Jeremiah 32:4 
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pronounced judgement upon him. The king of Babylon made Zedekiah watch, as they killed his children 
and all the nobles of Judah. Then he gouged out Zedekiah’s eyes (so this was the last thing he ever 


saw) and bound him in chains to send him away to Babylon as a slave. ——— 


And the Chaldeans burned the king’s house, and the houses of the people, with fire, and broke down 
the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then Nebuzaradan the ‘captain of the guard carried away captive into Babylon the remnant of the 
people that remained in the city, and that that fell away, that fell to him, with the rest of the people 
that remained. 

But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, left the poor of the people, which had nothing, in the land 
of Judah, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time. 

Now Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah *to Nebuzaradan the captain 
of the guard, saying, 

Take him and “look well to him, and do him no harm: but do unto him even as he shall say unto you. 
So, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rabsaris, and Nergalsharezer, 
Rabmag, and all-of the King of Babylon’s princes; 

Even they sent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed him unto °Gedaliah, 
the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, that he should carry him home: so, he dwelt ‘among his people. 


Meanwhile, the army burned down Jerusalem, 
including the king’s palace, and tore down the walls of the city. Then Nebuzaradan, the captain of the 
guard, and his men sent the remnant of the people and all those who had defected to him to Babylon. 
But throughout the land of Judah, he left a few people, the very poor, and gave them fields and 
vineyards. This act of kindness to the very poor, made them appreciate his mercy and so it kept them 
loyal to the King of Babylon. Meanwhile, King Nebuchadnezzar had told Nebuzaradan to find the 
Prophet Jeremiah. “See that he is not hurt,” he said. “Look after him well and give him anything he 
wants.” So, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, and Nebushasban, the chief of the eunuchs, and 
Nergalsharezer, the king’s advisor, and all-of the officials took steps to do as the king commanded. 
They sent soldiers to bring Jeremiah out of the prison, and put him into the care of Gedaliah (the son 
of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan) to take him back to his home. And Jeremiah lived there among his 
people who were left in the land. 


Now the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah while he was shut up in the court of the prison, saying; 
Go and speak to ’Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying; Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: 
Behold, | will bring my words upon this city for evil, and not for good; and they shall be accomplished 
in that day before you. 

But | will deliver you in the day, says the Lord: and you shall not be given into the hands of who you are 
afraid. 

For | will surely deliver you, and you shall not fall by the sword, but 8your life shall be a prey unto you: 
because you put your trust in me, says the Lord. While Jeremiah was still a prisoner in the courts of the 
palace, before the Babylonians captured the city, the Lord gave the following message to Jeremiah 
concerning Ebedmelech, the Ethiopian, saying; “Send this word to Ebedmelech, the Ethiopian: | will do 
to this city everything that | threatened to do to it: | will destroy it before your eyes, but | will deliver 
you. You shall not be killed by those who you fear so much. | will preserve your life and keep you safe, 
because you put your trust in me.” 


1 [Hebrew] chief marshal, or 4 [Hebrew]~ set your eyes 7 Jeremiah 38:7 
chief of the executioners, or upon him 8 Jeremiah 21:9 
slaughtermen ° 2 Kings 25:22-25, Jeremiah 
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Chapter Forty: Jeremiah set free 


1. 


10. 


11. 


The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, ‘after that Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had 
let him go from Ramah, when he had taken him being bound in 2chains among all that were carried 
away captive of Jerusalem and Judah, which were carried away captive to Babylon. 

And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah (aside) and ?said unto him; The Lord thy God has 
pronounced this evil upon this place. 

Now the Lord has brought it, and done according as He has said: because you have sinned against the 
Lord, and have not obeyed his voice, therefore this thing is come upon you. 

And now, behold, | loose (release) you today, from the chains, which were upon your hands. If it seems 
good to you to come with me into Babylon, come: and *! will look well unto you: but if it seems ill unto 
you to come with me to Babylon, forebear: Behold, all-of the land is before you: whether it seems good 
and convenient for you to go, then go. 

Now while he was not yet gone back, he said, go back also to °Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of 
Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon has made governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him 
among the people: or go wherever it seems convenient for you to go. So, the guard gave him victuals 
and a ’reward, and let him go. 

Then Jeremiah came unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to °Mizpah; and dwelt with him among the 
people that were left in the land. Nebuzaradan, the Captain of the guard, took Jeremiah along with the 
exiled people of Jerusalem and Judah who were being sent to Babylon, but he then released him. The 
captain called to Jeremiah and said, “The Lord your God has brought this disaster upon this land, just 
as he said he would. For these people have sinned against the Lord. That is why it happened. Now, | 
am going to take off your chains and let you go. If you want to come with me to Babylon, fine; | will 
see that you are well cared for. But if you don’t want to come, don’t. The world is before you ~ go 
where you like. If you decide to stay, then return to Gedaliah, who has been appointed as governor of 
Judah by the king of Babylon, and stay with the remnant that he rules. But it’s up to you; go where you 
like. Then Nebuzaradan gave Jeremiah some food and money and let him go. So, Jeremiah returned to 
Gedaliah and lived in Judah with the people that were left in the land. 


°Now, when all-of the captains of the forces which were in the fields, even they and their men, heard 
that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor of the land, and had 
committed unto him men, and women, and children, and of the poor of the land, of them that were not 
carried away captive to Babylon; 

Then they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even 7°lshmael, the son of Nethaniah, and *Johanan and 
Jonathan the sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth and the sons of Ephai, the 
Netophathite, and Jezaniah, the son of Maachathite, they and their men. 

And Gedaliah (the governor) the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan swear unto them and to their men 
saying: Dwell in the land, and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you. 

As for me, behold | will dwell at Mizpah, to serve the Chaldeans, which will come unto us: but you, 
gather you wine, and summer fruits, and oil, and put them in vessels, and dwell in your cities that you 
have taken. 

Likewise, when all-of the Jews that were in Moab, and among the Ammonites, and in Edom, and that 
were in all-of the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and that he 
had set over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan; 


1 Jeremiah 39:14 ° [Hebrew]~ | will set my eyes 10 Jeremiah 41:1-3, 6-16, 18 

* [Hebrew]~ manacles upon thee 11 Jeremiah 41:11, 13-16 
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tEven all the Jews returned out of all the places whether they were driven, and came to the land of 
Judah, to Gedaliah, unto Mizpah, and gathered wine and summer fruits very much. Now, when the 
leaders of the Jewish guerrilla bands in the countryside heard that the king of Babylon had appointed 
Gedaliah as governor over the poor of the land who were left behind, and had not been exiled to 
Babylon, they came to see Gedaliah at Mizpah, where his headquarters were. These are the name of 
the leaders who came; “Ishmael (son of Nethaniah), Johanan and Jonathan (sons of Kareah), Seraiah 
(son of Tanhumeth), the sons of Ephai (the Netophathite), Jezaniah (son of Maachathite), and all-of 
their men. And Governor Gedaliah assured them that it would be safe to surrender to the Babylonians. 
“Stay here and serve the king of Babylon,” he said, “and all will go well for you. As for me, | will stay at 
Mizpah and intercede for you with the Babylonians who will come here to oversee my administration. 
Settle in any city you wish and live off the land. Harvest the grapes and summer fruits and olives and 
store them away.” When the Jews in Moab and among the Ammonites and in Edom heard that a few 
people were still left in Judah, and that the king of Babylon had not taken them all away, and that 
Gedaliah was the governor, they all began to return to Judah from all-of the places that they had fled 
to. They stopped at Mizpah to discuss their plans with Gedaliah and then went out to the deserted 
farms and gathered a great harvest of wine grapes and other crops. 

Moreover, Johanan the son of Kareah, and 2all-of the captains of the forces that were in the field, came 
to Gedaliah at Mizpah. 

And said unto him; Don’t you certainly know that *Baalis, the king of the Ammonites has sent Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah °to slay you? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed them not. 

Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly, saying; Let me go, | pray thee, 
and! will slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and no man shall know it: wherefore should he slay you, 
that all the Jews which are gathered unto you should be scattered, and the remnant in Judah perish? 
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said unto Johanan the son of Kareah: You shall not do this thing, for 
you speak falsely of Ishmael. But soon afterwards, Johanan (son of Kareah) and the other guerrilla 
leaders came to Mizpah to warn Gedaliah that Baalis, the king of the Ammonites had sent Ishmael (son 
of Nethaniah) to assassinate him. But Gedaliah wouldn’t believe them. Then Johanan had a private 
conference with Gedaliah. Johanan volunteered to kill Ishmael secretly, (because Ishmael believed 
Gedaliah was a traitor, for siding with the Babylonians against his own people). “Why should we come 
and let him murder you?” Johanan asked. “What will happen to the Jews who have returned? Why 
should this remnant be scattered and lost?” But Gedaliah said, “I forbid you to do any such thing, for 
you are lying about Ishmael.” [Sadly, he was NOT lying, and the “deceiver” had another victory.] 


1 Jeremiah 43:5 3 See verse 7 5 [Hebrew]~ to strike thee in 
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Chapter Forty-One: Ishmael kills Gedaliah and many others 


1. 


10. 


11. 


Now it came to pass 1in the seventh month, that 7/shmael the son of Nethaniah to son of Elishama, of 
the royal seed, and the princes of the king, even ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam to Mizpah: and they did eat bread together in Mizpah. 

Then arose Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men that were with him and smote Gedaliah 
with the sword, and slew him, ?whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land. 

Ishmael also slew all the Jews that were with him, even with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans 
that were found there, and the men of war. 

And it came to pass the second day after he has slain Gedaliah, and no man knew it, 

That there came certain from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, even four score (80) men, 
“having their beards shaven and their clothes rent, and having cut themselves, with offerings and 
incense in their hands, to bring them °to the House of the Lord. 

And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went forth from Mizpah to meet them, °weeping all along as he 
went: and it came to pass, as he met them, he said unto them; Come to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. 
And it was so, when they came into the midst of the city, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah slew them, 
and cast them into the midst of the pit he, and the men that were with him. 

But ten men were found among them that said unto Ishmael; Slay us not: for we have treasures in the 
field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of honey. So, he forbare and slew them not among their 
brethren. 

Now the pit wherein Ishmael had cast all-of the dead bodies of the men, whom he had slain 7because 
of Gedaliah, was it which Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel: and Ishmael the son 
of Nethaniah filled it with them that were slain. 

Then Ishmael carried away captive all the residue of the people that were in Mizpah, %even the king’s 
daughters, and all the people that remained in Mizpah, 2°whom Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard 
had committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam: and Nethaniah carried them away captive, and departed 
to go over to ?°the Ammonites. 


But in October, Ishmael (son of 


Nethaniah, the son of Elishama), who was a member of the royal family, and one of the King’s top 
officials, arrived in Mizpah, accompanied by ten men. Gedaliah invited them to dinner. While they 
were eating, Ishmael and the ten men in league with him, suddenly jumped up, pulled out their swords, 
and killed Gedaliah. Then they went out and slaughtered all the Jewish officials and the Babylonian 
soldiers who were in Mizpah with Gedaliah. The next day, before the outside world knew what had 
happened, eighty men approached Mizpah from Shechem, Shiloh, and Samaria, to worship at the 
Temple of the Lord. They had shaved off their beards, torn their clothes, and cut themselves, and were 
bringing offerings and incense. Ishmael went out from the city to meet them, crying & weeping as he 
went. When he faced them, he said, “Oh, come and see what happened to Gedaliah!” Then, when they 
all went inside the city, Ishmael and his men killed all but ten of them and threw their bodies into the 
cistern. The ten had talked Ishmael into letting them go by promising to bring him their treasures, of 
wheat, barley, oil, and honey, that they had hidden away. The cistern where Ishmael dumped the 
bodies of the men, he murdered was the large one constructed by King Asa when he fortified Mizpah, 
to protect himself against Baasha, King of Israel. Ishmael made captives of the king’s daughters and of 
the people who had been left under the care of Gedaliah in Mizpah, by Nebuzaradan, the captain of 
the guard. Soon after he took them with him when he headed towards the country of the Ammonites. 
But when “4Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of all the forces that were with him, heard 
of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done. 


1 Compare Jeremiah 40:10,12, > 1 Samuel 1:7, 2 Kings 25:9 9 Jeremiah 40:7 
with 2 Kings 25:8 6 [Hebrew]~ in going and 10 Jeremiah 40:14 

* Jeremiah 40:8, 14-16 weeping 1 Jeremiah 40:8 

3 Jeremiah 40:5 7 [Hebrew]~ near Gedaliah 

4 Deuteronomy 14:1 8 Jeremiah 43:6 
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Then they took all the men, and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and found him by 7the 
great waters that are in Gibeon. 

Now it came to pass, that when all the people (prisoners) which were with Ishmael saw Johanan the 
son of Kareah and all the captains with him, that they were glad. 

So, all the people that Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah cast about and returned, and 
went unto Johanan the son of Kareah. 

But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men, and went to the Ammonites. 
Then took Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, all the 
remnant of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after 
that he had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, even mighty men of war, and the women and children, 
and the eunuchs, whom he had bought again from Gibeon: 

Now they departed, and dwelt in the habitation of ?Chimham, which is near Bethlehem, to go to enter 
Egypt. 

Because of the Chaldean: for they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had slain 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon had appointed governor in the land. But when 
Johanan (son of Kareah) and the rest of the guerrilla leaders heard what Ishmael had done, they took 
all their men and set out to stop him. They force marched and caught up with him at the pool near 
Gibeon. The prisoners with Ishmael shouted with joy when they saw Johanan and his men, and ran to 
meet them. Meanwhile Ishmael escaped with eight of his men and went into the land of the 
Ammonites. Then Johanan and his men went to the village of Geruth Chimham, near Bethlehem, taking 
with them all those that they had rescued; soldiers, women, children, and eunuchs, to prepare to leave 
for Egypt. For they were afraid of what the Babylonians would do when they found out that Ishmael 
had killed Gedaliah, the governor, for he had been chosen and appointed by the Babylonian Emperor 


(king). 


Chapter Forty-Two: The people are assured of Safety in Judea 


1. Then, 2all the captains of the forces, and “Johanan the son of Kareah and Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, 
and all the people from the least, even to the greatest, came near. 

2. And said to Jeremiah the prophet; °Let, we beseech thee, our supplications be accepted before thee, 
and pray for us unto the Lord thy God, even for all this remnant: (for we are left but a few from many, 
as your eyes can see before you:) 

3. That the Lord thy God may shew us the way wherein we may walk, and the thing that we may do. 

4. Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them: | have heard you: behold, | will pray unto the Lord YOUR 
GOD according to your words; and it shall come to pass, that whatsoever thing the Lord shall answer 
you; | will declare it unto you; | will not hold nothing back from you. 

5. Then they said to Jeremiah; °The Lord be a true and ’faithful witness between us, if we do not even 
according to all things which the Lord thy God shall reveal thee to us. 

6. Whether it be good or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord OUR God, to whom we send 
thee; that it may be well with us; when we obey the voice of the Lord OUR God. Then Johanan and the 
army captains and all of the people, both small and great, came to Jeremiah and said: “Please pray for 
us to the Lord YOUR God, for as you know so well, we are only a tiny remnant of what we were before. 
Beg the Lord YOUR God to show us what to do and where to go”. “All right,” Jeremiah replied to them. 
“| will ask Him and | will tell you what He says; and | will not hide anything from you.” Then they said 
to Jeremiah; “May the curse of God be on us if we refuse to obey whatever He says that we should do. 

1 Joshua 18:15, 2 Samuel 2:13 > [Hebrew]~ Let our 7 Revelation 1:5, 3:14 

2 2 Samuel 19:37-38 supplications fall before 

3 Jeremiah 40:13 thee 

4 Jeremiah 40:8 ® Genesis 31:50 
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Whether we like it or not, we will obey the Lord OUR God, to whom we send you with our plea. For if 
we obey Him, everything will turn out well for us.” 

And it came to pass, after 10 days, that the word of the Lord, came to Jeremiah. 

Then he called Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces which were with him, and 
all the people from the least, even to the greatest. 

And said unto them; Thus, says the Lord, the God of Israel, unto whom you sent me to present your 
supplications before Him; 

If you will still abide in this land, then twill | build you, and not pull you down, and | will plant you, and 
not pluck you up: for I repent me of the evil that | have done unto you. 

Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom you are afraid; be not afraid of him, says the Lord: For I 
AM with you, to save you, and to deliver you from his hand. 

And | will show mercies unto you, ?that he may have mercy upon you, to return to your own land. 


Ten days later, the Lord gave his reply to Jeremiah. So, he called Johanan and the captains of 
his forces, and for all the people, both small and great, and said to them: “You sent me to the Lord, the 
God of Israel, with your request, and this is His reply;” “Stay here in this land. If you do, | will bless you, 
and no one will harm you. For | am sorry for the punishment that | have had to give you. [Maybe you 
have not thought about this before, but God repents (is sorry) when He has to punish us, to make us 
want to turn back to Him.] Don’t fear the king of Babylon anymore, for | AM with you to save you, and 
to deliver you from his hand. And | will be merciful to you, by making him kind, so that he will not kill 
you, or make slaves of you, but will let you stay here peacefully in your land. 

But, if you say; We will not dwell in this land, neither obey the voice of the Lord YOUR God, 

Saying, NO; but ¢we will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see no war, nor hear the sound of the 
trumpet, nor have hunger for bread; and there we will dwell; 

And now therefore hear the word of the Lord you, the remnant of Judah: Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, 
the God of Israel: If you wholly set your face to enter into Egypt, and go to sojourn there; 

Then it shall come to pass, the sword, which you feared, shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, 
and the famine, whereof you were afraid, °shall follow close after you there in Egypt: and there you 
shall die. 

®So, shall it be with all the men that set their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn there; they shall die by 
the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: and none of them shall remain or escape from the evil 
that | will bring upon them. 

For thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: as my anger and my fury has been poured forth upon 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem; so, shall my fury be poured forth upon you, when you shall enter into 
Egypt: and you shall be and excration, and a reproach; and you shall see this place no more.” 


But if you refuse to obey 
the Lord, and say, ‘We will not stay here’ ~ and insist on going back to Egypt where you think you will 
be free from wars and hunger and alarms, then this is what the Lord replies, O remnant of Judah: The 
Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: If you insist on going back to Egypt, the war and famine that you 
fear will follow close behind you, and you will perish there. That is the fate that is awaiting every one 
of you who insists on going to live in Egypt. Yes, you will die from the sword, famine, and disease. None 
of you will escape from the evil that | will bring upon you there. For the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, 
says: Just as my anger and fury were poured out upon the people of Jerusalem, so it will be poured out 


1 Jeremiah 24:6 3 Psalm 106:45, compare > [Hebrew]~ shall cleave after 
2 God Repents! Jeremiah Nehemiah 1:11 you 
18:18, Deuteronomy 32:36, 4 Jeremiah 41:17 5 [Hebrew]~ so shall all the 
Genesis 6:6 men be 
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on you, when you enter Egypt. You will be received with disgust and hatred ~ you will be cursed and 
reviled. And you will never see your own land again. 

19. The Lord has said concerning you, O you, the remnant of Judah: Go you NOT into Egypt: know certainly 
that I have tadmonished you this day. 

20. Foryou dissembled in your hearts, when you sent me unto the Lord, your God saying; Pray for us unto 
the Lord our God; and according unto all that the Lord our God shall say, so declare unto us, and we 
will do it. 

21. And now! have this day declared it to you: but you have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, nor 
any thing for the which he has sent me unto you. 

22. Now therefore know certainly that you shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, in 
the place whither you desire to go and to sojourn. “For the Lord has said: O remnant of Judah, do not 
go back to Egypt!” Jeremiah concluded: “Never forget the warning that | have given to you today. If 
you go back to Egypt, it will be at the cost of your lives. For you were deceitful when you sent me to 
pray for you and said: ‘Just tell us what God says and we will do it!’ And today | have told you exactly 
what God has said, but you will not obey (this time) any more than you did all the other times that | 
warned you (over the last 40 years). Therefore, know for certain that you will die by the sword, or by 
famine, or by disease in Egypt, where you insist on going, and none of you shall return to this land. 


Chapter Forty-Three: Johanan carries Jeremiah and others into Egypt 


1. And it came to pass that when Jeremiah has made and end to speaking unto all the people, all of the 
words that the Lord their God, for which the Lord their God has sent him to them, even all these words. 
2. Then spoke Azariah the son of *Hoshaiah, and °"Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud men, 


saying unto Jeremiah, you speak falsely: The Lord our God has not sent you to say, ‘Go not into Egypt, 
to sojourn there’: 


3. But °Baruch the son of Neriah set you against us, for to deliver us into the hands of the Chaldeans, that 
they might put us to death, and carry away captives into Babylon. 

4, So, Johanan the son of Kareah, and ’all the captains of the forces, and all the people, obeyed not the 
voice of the Lord, to dwell in the land of Judah. 

5. But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, took all the remnant of Judah that 
were returned from all the nations, where they had been driven, to dwell in the land of Judah; 

6. Even men, women, and children, and °the king’s daughters, and every person that °Nebuzaradan, the 


captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the 
prophet, and Baruch, the son of Neriah. 
7. So, they came into the land of Egypt: for they obeyed not the word of the Lord: Thus, came they to 


10Tahpanhes. 
8. Then came the word of the Lord in Tahpanhes, saying; 
9. Take great stones in your hand and hide them in the clay of the brickkiln, which is at the entrance of 


Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes, in the sight on the men of Judah. 

10. And say unto them, thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; Behold | will send Nebuchadnezzar 
the king of Babylon, 74my servant, and he will set his throne upon these stones that | have hidden; and 
he shall spread his royal pavilion over them. 

11. And when He comes, he shall smite the land of Egypt, and deliver such as are for death to death; and 
such as are for captivity to captivity: and such as are for the sword to the sword. 


1 [Hebrew]~ testified against 4 Jeremiah 42:1 9 Jeremiah 39:10, 40:7 


you ° Jeremiah 40:8 10 Jeremiah 2:16 

* [Hebrew]~ you have used 6 Jeremiah 32:12 1 Jeremiah 25:9 
deceit against your souls 7 Jeremiah 40:13 
3 [Hebrew]~ to go to sojourn 8 Jeremiah 41:10 
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And | will kindle a fire in the houses of *the gods of Egypt: and he shall burn them, and 2carry them 
away captives; and he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd puts on his garment; 
and he shall go forth from thence in peace. 

He shall break also ?the images of *Beth Shemesh, that is in the land of Egypt; and the houses of the 
gods of the Egyptians shall he burn with fire. When Jeremiah had finished giving this message from 
God to all the people, Azariah (son of Hoshaiah) and Johanan (the son of Kareah) and all of the proud 
men, said to Jeremiah; ‘You lie! The Lord our God has not told you to tell us not to go to Egypt!” 
[Remember they made a covenant to do whatever God told them to do or go wherever he told them 
to go.] “Baruch (the son of Neriah) has plotted against us and told you to say this so that we will stay 
here and be killed by the Babylonians, or carried off to Babylon as slaves.” So Johanan and all of the 
guerrilla leaders and all the people refused to obey the Lord and stay in Judah. All of them, including 
all of those who had returned from neighbouring countries where they had fled, now started off for 
Egypt, with Johanan and the other captains in command. In this crowd were men, women, and 
children, the king’s daughters, and all of those that Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, had left 
with Gedaliah. They even forced Jeremiah and Baruch to go with them also. And so, they arrived in 
Egypt at the city of Tahpanhes, for they refused to obey the word of the Lord. Then at Tahpanhes, the 
Lord spoke to Jeremiah again and said: “Call together the men of Judah and as they watch, bury large 
rock between the pavement stones at the entrance of Pharoah’s palace here in Tahpanhes, and tell 
the men of Judah this: The Lord God of Hosts, the God of Israel says; | will surely bring Nebuchadnezzar, 
the king of Babylon, here to Egypt, for he is my servant. | will set his throne upon these stones that | 
have hidden. He shall spread his royal canopy over them. And when he comes, he shall destroy the 
land of Egypt, killing all those | want killed, and capturing all those | want captured, and many shall die 
of plague. He shall set fire to the temples of the gods of Egypt, and burn the idols and carry off the 
people as his captives. And he shall plunder the land of Egypt, as a ‘shepherd picks fleas’ from his cloak! 
And he himself shall leave unharmed. And he shall break down the obelisks standing in the city of 
Heliopolis, and burn down the temples of the gods of Egypt. 


Chapter Forty-Four: The desolation of Judah for their Idolatry 


1. The word that came to Jeremiah concerning the Jews which dwell in the land of Egypt, which dwell at 
°Migdol, and at °Tahpanhes, and at ’Noph, and in the country of Pathros, saying, 

2. Thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; You have seen all the evil that | have brought upon 
Jerusalem, and upon all the cities of Judah: and, behold, this day they are a desolation, and no man 
dwells therein, 

3. Because of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke me to anger, in that they went to 
burn incense, and to serve other gods, whom they knew not, neither they, you, nor your fathers. 

4, Howbeit, *! sent unto you my servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, saying, Oh do not 
do this abominable thing that | hate. 

5. But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense to other 
gods. 

6. Wherefore my anger and my fury were poured forth, and was kindled in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem: and they are wasted and desolate, as at this day. 

7. Therefore, now thus says the Lord, the God of Hosts, the God of Israel: Wherefore do you commit this 
great evil °against your (own) souls, to cut off from you man and woman, child, and suckling, out of 
Judah, to leave you none to remain; 

8. In that you provoke me unto wrath with the works of your hands, burning incense unto other gods in 
the land of Egypt, whither you be gone to dwell, that you might cut yourselves off, and that you might 
be acurse and a reproach among all the nations of the earth? 

1 Jeremiah 46:25 4 [Hebrew]~ the house of the 7 Isaiah 19:13 

2 Jeremiah 48:7 sun 82 Chronicles 36:15 

3 [Hebrew]~ statues, or living > Jeremiah 46:14 ? Numbers 16:38 


images 6 Jeremiah 2:16 
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Have you forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, and the ‘wickedness of the kings of Judah, and the 
2wickedness of their wives, and your own wickedness, and the wickedness of your wives, which they 
have committed in the land of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 

They are not 7humbled, even unto this day, neither have they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my 
statutes, that | set before you and before your fathers. [God is very patient; He keeps reminding the 
Jews of their previous failures, (which happens under the law, because the sins are “forgiven” each 
year under the Law ~ but “not forgotten”!) For us, who are under Christ, they are forgiven AND 
forgotten, immediately we repent of these sins.] 
This is the message that God gave to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews who were living in the northern 
part of Egypt, in the cities of Migdol, Tahpanhes, and Memphis, and throughout the southern pasts of 
Egypt as well; The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: You saw what | did to Jerusalem and to all the 
cities in the land of Judah. This was because of their wickedness, they now lie in heaps and ashes, 
without a living soul. For my anger rose high against them for worshipping other gods ~ ‘gods’ that 
neither they nor any of their fathers have ever known. | sent my servants, the prophets, to protest, 
over and over again, and to plead with them not to do this terrible thing, that | hate; but they would 
not listen, and would not turn back from their wicked ways; they have kept right on with their sacrifices 
to these “gods”. And so, my fury and my anger boiled forth and fell as fire upon the cities of Judah and 
into all the streets of Jerusalem, (to purify them) and there is desolation until this day. And now the 
Lord, the God of Hosts, the God of Israel, asks you: Why are you destroying yourselves? For not one of 
you shall live ~ not man, woman, or child among you, who has come here from Judah, not even the 
babies in arms. For you are rousing my anger with the idols you have made and are worshipping here 
in Egypt, burning incense to them, and causing me to destroy you completely and make you a curse 
and a stench in the nostrils of all the nations upon the earth. [It is clear from your actions, that you did 
not learn any lessons from what happened in the wilderness, when Aaron made the Golden Calf, and 
you worshipped the man- made idol instead of me.] And not even until this time has there been an 
apology, no one has repented and wanted to return to me, or follow that laws that | gave you and your 
fathers before you. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, | will set my face against you for evil, 
and cut off all Judah. 

And | will take the remnant of Judah, that have ‘set their faces to go into the land of Egypt to sojourn 
there, and they shall be consumed, and fall in the land of Egypt: they shall even be consumed by the 
sword, by the famine; and °they shall be an execration, and an astonishment, and a curse, and a 
reproach. 

For | will punish them that live in the land of Egypt; as | have punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by the 
famine, and by the pestilence: [and this time, not even blood on the doorposts of your houses, will save 
you from this destruction]. 

So that none of the remnant of Judah, which are gone down into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, 
shall escape or remain, that they should return to the land of Judah, to which they “have a desire to 
return to dwell there: for none shall return, but such as shall escape. Therefore, the Lord of Hosts, the 
God of Israel says; There is fury in my face and | will destroy every one of you! | will take this remnant 
of Judah that insisted on coming here to Egypt and | will consume them. They shall all die here in Egypt, 
killed by famine and sword: all shall die, from the least of them to the greatest. They shall be despised, 
loathed, cursed, and hated. | will punish them in Egypt, just like | did in Jerusalem, by the sword, by 
famine, and disease. Not one of them shall escape my anger, except those who repent of their coming 
to Egypt, and escape from the others, by returning again to their own land. 

Then all the men that knew that their wives had burned incense unto other gods, and all the women 
who stood by, a great multitude, even all the people that dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, 
answered Jeremiah saying; 

As for the word that you have spoken unto us in the name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto you. 


[Hebrew]~ wickedness & 3 [Hebrew]~ contrite 6 Jeremiah 43:11 


punishment 4 Jeremiah 42:15 7 [Hebrew]~ lift up their soul 


21 Kings 11:1, 8 > Jeremiah 42:18 
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We will certainly do whatsoever thing that goes forth from our own mouth, to burn incense unto the 
1queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, and as our fathers, our 
kings, and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then had we plenty of 
victuals, and were well, and saw no evil. 

But since we left off to burn incenses to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings to her, we 
have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword, and by the famine. 

And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink offerings to her, did we 
make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings to her, without our 7men? 


Then all of the women present, and all of the men who 
knew that their wives had burned incense to idols, (it was a great crowd, comprising all of the Jews 
living in southern Egypt) answered Jeremiah: “We will not listen to your false ‘False Message from 
God!’ We are our own bosses ~ we will do whatever we want to do. We will continue to burn incense 
to the “Queen of heaven, and sacrifice to her, just as much as we like ~ just as we, and our fathers did 
before us, and our kings, and our princes have always done in the cities in Judah and in the streets of 
Jerusalem: for in those days, we had plenty to eat and we were well off and happy! But ever since we 
quit burning incense to the ‘Queen of heaven’, and stopped worshipping her, we have been in great 
trouble and have been destroyed by the sword, and by famine.” “And,” the women added, “do you 
think that we were worshipping the ‘Queen of heaven’ and pouring out our libations to her, and making 
cakes for her, with her image on them, without our husbands knowing about it, helping us, and being 
present with us? Of course not!” 

Then Jeremiah said unto all of the people, to the men, and to the women, and to all of the people who 
had given that answer to him saying; 

The incense that you burned in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, you, and your fathers, 
your kings and your princes, and the people of the land, did not the Lord "remember them, and came it 
not into his mind? 

So that the Lord could no longer bear, because of the evil of your doings, and because of the 
abominations which you have committed: Therefore, is you land a desolation, and an astonishment, 
and a curse, without an inhabitant, as at this day. 

Because you have burned incense, and because you have sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed 
the voice of the Lord, nor walked in his law, nor in his statutes, nor in his testimonies: therefore, °this 
evil is happened to you, as at this day. 

Moreover, Jeremiah said unto all of the people, and to all the women; Hear the word of the Lord, 7all 
Judah, that are in the land of Egypt: 

Thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, saying: You and your wives have both spoken with your 
mouths, and fulfilled with your hands, saying; We will surely perform our vows, that we have vowed, 
to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings to her; you will surely accomplish 
your vows. 

Therefore, hear the word of the Lord, all Judah that dwells in the land of Egypt: Behold,® | have sworn 
by my own great name, says the Lord, °that my name shall no more be named in the mouth of any man 
of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying; The Lord God lives. 


1 [Hebrew]~ frame of heaven dating from the 5" century 
* [Hebrew]~ bread BC, found at Hermopolis in https://www.facebook.com 
3 [Hebrew]~ husbands Egypt, mentions the “Queen permalink.php?story fbid=1 
* This is the name by which of heaven” among the gods 675902902557130&id=1191 
Ishtar, the Mesopotamian honored by the Jewish 174731029952 
goddess of love and war, community. ° Jeremiah 3:16 


was called. After the fall of 
Jerusalem, the refugees who 
fled to Egypt, continued to 
worship her. A papyrus 


® Deuteronomy 31:29 

7 Jeremiah 43:7, 15 

8 Jeremiah 22:5, Genesis 22:16 
° Ezekiel 20:39 
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Behold, 71 will watch over them for evil, and not for good: and all of the men of Judah that are in the 
land of Egypt shall be consumed by the sword, and by famine, until there be an end of them. 

Yet a small number that escape the sword shall return out of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah, 
and all the remnant of Judah, that are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall know 7whose 
words shall stand, *mine of theirs. [In this series of scriptures, Jeremiah corrects their thinking]. Then 
Jeremiah said to all of them, men, and women alike, who had given him the answer about the queen 
of heaven. “Do you think that the Lord didn’t know about your secret meetings? Do you think that the 
Lord did not know that you and your fathers, and your kings, and your princes, and all the people, were 
burning incense to idols in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem? Do you think that the 
Lord God of Israel is blind? It was because he could no longer bear of the evil things that you were 
doing, that he made your land desolate, an incredible ruin, cursed, without an inhabitant, as it is today. 
The very reason all these terrible things have befallen you, is because you have burned incense and 
sinned against the Lord and refused to obey him. “Then, Jeremiah said to them all, including the 
women: “Listen to the word of the Lord, all you citizens of Judah who are here now in Egypt! The Lord 
of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: Both you and your wives have said that you will never give up your 
devotion and sacrifices to the queen of heaven, and you have proved it by your actions. Then go ahead 
and carry out your promises and vows to her! But listen to the word of the Lord, all you Jews who are 
living in the land of Egypt: | have sworn by my own great name, says the Lord, that it will do you no 
good to seek my help or my blessings anymore, saying: ‘O Lord our God, help us!’ For | will watch over 
you, but not for good! | will see to it that evil befalls you, and you shall be destroyed by war and famine, 
until you are all dead. “Only those who return to Judah (and it will be only a tiny remnant) shall escape 
my wrath, but all who refuse to go back ~ who insist on living here in Egypt ~ shall find out who is 
telling the truth, |, or they!” 

And this shall be a sign unto you, says the Lord, that ! will punish you in this place, that you may know 
that my words shall surely stand against you for evil: 

Thus says the Lord: Behold, *! will give Pharoah Hophra, king of Egypt into the hands of his enemies, 
and into the hands of them that seek his life; as | gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hands of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, and that sought his life. And this is the proof | give you, 
that all that | have threatened will happen to you, and that | will punish you here. | will turn Pharaoh 
Hophra, King of Egypt [or Apries, who ruled Egypt from 588 to 586 gc] over to those who seek his life, 
just as | turned Zedekiah king of Judah, over to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon.” 


1 Jeremiah 31:28 3 [Hebrew]~ from me, or from 4 Jeremiah 46:13, 25 


2 Jeremiah 44:17, 25-26 them 


108 


Chapter Forty-Five: Baruch comforted 


The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to *Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these 
words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, 3in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 


Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, unto you, O Baruch; 
You did say; Woe is me now! For the Lord hath added grief to my sorrow, | fainted in my sighing, and | 


Thus, shall you say unto him: The Lord says this: Behold, “that which | have built | will break down, and 
that which | have planted, | will pluck up, even this whole land. 


1. 
Judah, saying; 
2. 
3. 
find no rest. 
4, 
5. 


And you °seek great things for yourself? Seek them not! For behold, | will bring evil upon all flesh, says 
the Lord: but ®your life | will give unto you for a prey in all places whither you go. This is the message 
that Jeremiah gave to Baruch, in the fourth year of the reign of King Jehoiakim, son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, after Baruch had written down all the words from God, that Jeremiah received and dictated to 
him. O Baruch, The Lord God of Israel says this to you; You have said; O woe is me! Don’t | have enough 
troubles already? And now the Lord has added more! | am weary of my own sighing and | find no rest. 
But tell Baruch this, The Lord says: | will destroy this nation that | built; | will destroy what | have 
established. Are you seeking great things for yourself? Don’t do it! For though | will bring great evil 
upon all these people, | will protect you wherever you go, as your reward. [It’s great to know that God’s 
got your back!] 


Chapter Forty-Six: Egypt’s Overthrow Foretold 


1. 


10. 


The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, “against the Gentiles: 

Against Egypt, against the army of °Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in 
°Carchemish, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah, king of Judah. 

10Order me the buckler and shield, and draw near to battle. 

Harness the horses; and get up, you horsemen, and stand fast with your helmets; furbish your spears, 
and put on the brigandines. 

Wherefore have | seen them dismayed and turned away back? And their mighty ones are *4beaten 
down, and are fled apace, and look not back: for fear was round about, says the Lord. 

Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape: they shall stumble, and fall, towards the north 
by the river Euphrates. 

Who is this *?that comes up like a flood, whose waters are moved as the rivers? 

Egypt rises up like a flood, and his waters are moved like the rivers; and he says; | will go up, and will 
cover the earth; | will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof. 

Come up, you horses; and rage you chariots; and let the mighty men come forth; “the Ethiopians and 
the Libyans, that handle the shield; and the Lydians, that handle the and bend the bow. 

16For this is a day of the Lord God of Hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his 
adversaries; and the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with their blood; for 
the Lord God of Hosts *’has a sacrifice 44in the north country by the river Euphrates. 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 
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17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


Go up into Gilead, and *take balm, 2O virgin, the daughter of Egypt; in vain shall you use many 
medicines; for you *shall not be cured. 

The nations have heard of your shame, and their cry has filled the land: for the mighty man has 
stumbled against the mighty, and they are fallen both together. Here are the messages given by the 
Lord to Jeremiah, concerning foreign nations. 

The Egyptians: This message was given against the Egyptians at the battle of Carchemish, when 
Pharoah Necho, king of Egypt, and his army were defeated beside the Euphrates River by 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king 
of Judah: ‘Buckle on your armour, you Egyptians, and advance to battle! Harness the horses and 
prepare to mount them ~ don your helmets, sharpen your spears, and put on your armour. But look! 
The Egyptian army flees in terror: the mightiest of their soldiers run in terror, without even looking 
back. Yes, my terror shall surround them on every side, says the Lord. The swift shall not escape; nor 
the mightiest of warriors. In the north, by the Euphrates River, they have all stumbled and fallen. What 
is this mighty army, rising like the Nile at flood time, overflowing all of the land? It is the Egyptian army, 
boasting that it will cover the earth like a flood, destroying every foe. [But God has other ideas]. Then 
come, oh horses and chariots, and mighty soldiers of Egypt! Come all of you from Cush, and Put, and 
Lud, who handle the shield and bend the bow! For this is the day of the Lord God of Hosts, a day of 
vengeance upon his enemies. The sword shall devour until it is sated, yes, drunk with your blood, for 
the Lord of Hosts will receive a sacrifice today in the north country, beside the Euphrates River! Go up 
to Gilead for medicine, O you, virgin daughter of Egypt! Yet there is no cure for your wounds. Though 
you have used many medicines, there is no healing for you. The nations have heard of your shame. 
The earth is filled with your cry of despair and defeat: your mightiest soldiers will stumble across each 
other and fall together. 

The word of the Lord spoken to Jeremiah the Prophet, concerning how Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon 
shall come and smite the land of Egypt. 

Declare you in Egypt, and publish in *Migdol, and publish in *Noph, and in ®Tahpanhes: say you; Stand 
fast, and prepare thee, for the sword shall devour round about thee. 

Why are your valiant men swept away? They stood not because the Lord did drive them (away). 

He 7made many to fall, yes, one fell upon another; and they said; Arise, and let us go again to our own 
people, and to the land of our nativity, from the oppressing sword. 

They did cry there; Pharoah, king of Egypt, is but a noise; ®he has passed the time appointed. [He has 
passed his “use by” date]. 

As | live, °says the King, whose name is the Lord of Hosts; surely as ?°Tabor is among the mountains, 
and as Carmel is by the sea, so shall he come. 

O thou daughter, dwelling in Egypt, 72furnish thyself to go into captivity; for Noph shall be waste and 
desolate without an inhabitant. 

Egypt is like a very fair heifer, but destruction comes; it comes “out of the north. 

Also “her hired men are in the midst of her like *fatted bullocks; for they are also turned back, and are 
fled away together: they did not stand, because the day of their calamity was come upon them, and 
the time of their visitation. 

The voice thereof shall go like a serpent: for they shall march with an army, and come against her with 
axes, as hewers of wood. 
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23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


They shall cut down her forest, says the Lord, though it cannot be searched; because they are more 
than the grasshoppers; and are innumerable. 

The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded; she shall be delivered into the hands of the people of 7the 
north. 

The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says; Behold, | will punish the ?multitude of 7Noph, and Pharoah, 
and Egypt, with their gods, and their kings; even Pharoah, and all them that trust him. 

And | will deliver them into the hand of those that seek their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, and into the hands of his servants: and “afterward it shall be inhabited, as in the days 
of old, says the Lord. Then God gave this message to Jeremiah, concerning the coming of 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, to attack Egypt. Shout it out in Egypt: publish it in the cities of 
Migdol, Memphis (Noph), and Tahpanhes! Mobilize for battle, for the sword of destruction shall 
devour all around you. Why has Apis, (your bull god), fled in terror? Because the Lord knocked him 
down before your enemies. Vast multitudes fall in heaps. (Then the remnant of the Jews will say, 
“Come, let us return again to Judah, where we were born and get away from all this slaughter here!”) 
Rename Pharoah Hophra, and call him “The man with no power, but with plenty of noise!” As | live, 
says the King, the Lord of Hosts, one is coming against Egypt that is as tall as Mount Tabor, or Mount 
Carmel, by the sea! Pack up; get ready to leave for exile, you citizens of Egypt, for the city of Memphis 
shall be utterly destroyed, and left without a single soul alive. Egypt is sleek as a heifer, but a gadfly 
sends her running ~ a gadfly from the north! Even her famed mercenaries have become as frightened 
calves. They turn and run, for it is the day of great calamity for Egypt, a time of great punishment. 
Silent as a serpent gliding away, Egypt flees: the invading army marches in! The numberless soldiers 
cut down your people like, like woodsmen who clear a forest of its trees. Egypt is as helpless as a girl 
before these men of the north. The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: | will punish Amon, god of 
Thebes, and all the other gods of Egypt. | will punish Pharoah too, and all who put their trust in him. | 
will deliver them into the hands of those who want them killed ~ into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, and his army. But afterwards the land shall recover from the ravages of war. 

[T] °But fear not, O my servant Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel: for, behold, | will save you from 
afar off, and their seed from the land of their captivity: and Jacob shall return, and be in rest and at 
ease; and none shall make him afraid. 

[T] Fear not, O Jacob my servant, says the Lord; For | AM with thee; for | will make a full end of all the 
nations where | have driven thee: but | will not make a full end of thee, but correct thee in measure; yet 
| will ®not leave you wholly unpunished. 


Chapter Forty-Seven: Destruction of the Philistines 


1. The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet, ’against the Philistines, before Pharoah 
smote Gaza. 

2. Thus says the Lord: Behold, the °waters rise up “out of the north and shall be an overflowing flood, and 
shall overflow the land and ?°all that is therein: then the men shall cry, and all of the inhabitants of the 
land shall howl. 

3. At the noise of the stamping of the hooves of his strong horses, at the rushing of his chariots, and at 
the rumbling of his wheels, the fathers shall not look back to their children for feebleness of hands. 

4, Because of the day that comes to spoil all the Philistines, and to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon every 
helper that remains: for the Lord will spoil the Philistines, the remnant of the country of ™Caphtor. 
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Baldness is come upon Gaza; Ashkelon is cut off with the remnant of their valley: how long will you cut 


O the Sword of the Lord, how long will it be here and be quiet? *Put up thyself into the scabbard, rest, 


5. 

yourself? 
6. 

and be still. 
7. 


?How can it be quiet, seeing that ?the Lord has given it a charge against Ashkelon, and against the sea 
shore? There has He appointed it. 


The Philistines: This is God’s message to Jeremiah concerning the Philistines of Gaza, before the city 
was “captured by the Egyptian army. The Lord says: A flood of soldiers is coming from the north, to 
overflow the land of the Philistines; it will destroy their cities, and everything in them. Strong men will 
scream in terror, and all the land shall weep. Hear the clattering of hoofs and the rumbling wheels, as 
the chariots go rushing by; fathers flee in self-preservation, without a backward glance at their helpless 
children, for the time has come when all the Philistines and their allies from Tyre and Sidon will be 
destroyed. For the Lord is destroying the Philistines, those colonists from Caphtor. The cities of Gaza 
and Ashkelon will be razed to the ground and left in ruins. O descendants of the Anakim, how you will 
lament and mourn! O sword of the Lord, when will you be at rest again? Go back into your scabbard; 
and rest and be still! But how can it be still when the Lord has sent it on an errand? For the city of 
Ashkelon and those living along the sea must be destroyed. 


Chapter Forty-Eight: Destruction of Moab 


1. 


°Against Moab thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: Woe unto Nebo! For it is spoiled! 
Kiriathaim is confounded and taken: ®Mis-gab is confounded and dismayed. 

There shall be no more praise of Moab: in Heshbon they have devised evil against it: come, and let us 
cut it off from being a nation. Also, you shall be 7cut down, O madmen; the sword shall ®pursue you. 

A voice of crying shall be heard from °Horonaim, spoiling and great destruction. 

Moab is destroyed: here little ones have caused a cry to be heard. 

For in the going up of Luhith ?°continual weeping shall go up; for in the going down of Horonaim the 
enemies have heard a cry of destruction. 

Flee, save your lives, and be like Uthe heath in the wilderness. 
The Moabites: This the message of the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, against Moab: Woe to the city 
of Nebo! For it shall lie in ruins. The city of Kiriathaim and its forts are overwhelmed and captured. No- 
one will ever brag of Moab any more, for there is a plot against her life. In Heshbon, plans have been 
completed to destroy her. “Come”, they say, “we will cut her off from being a nation.” In Madmen, all 
is silent, and then the roar of battle will surge against Horonaim, for all Moab is being destroyed. Her 
crying will be heard as far away as Zoar. Her refugees will climb the hills of Luhith, weeping bitterly, 
while cries of terror rise from the city below. Flee for your lives, hide in the wilderness! 

For because you have trusted in your works and in your treasures, you shall also be taken: and 
?2Chemosh shall go forth into captivity, with “his priests and his princes together. 

And the spoiler shall come upon every city, and no city shall escape: the valley also shall perish, and 
the plain shall be destroyed, as the Lord has spoken. 

Give wings unto Moab, that it may flee and get away, for the cities thereof shall be desolate, without 
any to dwell therein. 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 
15. 


16. 
17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


1cursed be he that does the work of the Lord 7deceitfully, and cursed be he that keeps back his sword 
from blood. For you, have trusted in your wealth and your skill: therefore, you will perish. [This is a 
warning for all nations!] Your god Chemosh, with his priests and princes, shall be taken away to distant 
lands! All the villages and cities, whether they be on the plateau, or in the valleys, shall be destroyed, 
for the Lord has said it! [and his word shall not return void, but shall do all it was sent out to 
accomplish.] Oh, for wings for Moab, that she could fly away, for her cities shall be left without a living 
soul in them. Cursed be those withholding their swords from your blood, refusing to do the work that 
God has given to them. 

Moab has been at ease from his youth, and he has settled 7on his lees, and has not been emptied from 
vessel to vessel; neither has he gone into captivity: therefore, his taste *remained in him, and his scent 
is not changed. 

Therefore, behold, that days come, says the Lord, that | will send unto him wanderers, that shall cause 
him to wander, and shall empty his vessels and break his bottles. 

And Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, as °the house of Israel was ashamed of ‘Bethel their 
confidence. From her earliest history, Moab has lived there undisturbed from all invasions. She is like 
wine that has not been poured from flask to flask, and is fragrant and smooth. But now she shall have 
the pouring out of exile. The time is coming soon, the Lord has said, when he shall send troublers to 
spill her out from jar to jar and then shatter the jars. Then at last, Moab shall be ashamed of her idol 
Chemosh, as Israel was of the golden calf idol at Bethel. 

How say you, we are mighty and strong me for the war. 

Moab is spoiled, and gone up out of her cities, and ’his chosen young men are gone down to the 
slaughter, says the King, whose name is the Lord of Hosts. 

The calamity of Moab is near to come, and his affliction hastens fast. 

All you that are about him, bemoan him: and all you that know his name, say, how is *the strong staff 
broken, and the beautiful rod? 

Thou daughter that does inhabit *Dibon, come down from your glory, and sit in thirst; for the spoiler of 
Moab shall come upon you, and he shall destroy your strong hands. 

O7°inhabitant of “Aroer, stand by the way, and espy; ask him that flees, and her that escapes, and say, 
what is done? 

Moab is confounded: for it is broken down; howl and cry; tell you it in Arnon, that Moab is spoiled. 
And judgement has come upon 73the plain country: upon Holon, and upon Jahazah, and Mephaath. 
And upon Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upon Bethdiblathaim, 

And upon Kiriathaim, and upon Bethgamul, and upon Bethmeon. 

And upon **Kerioth, and upon *°Bozrah, and upon all the cities of the land of Moab, both far and near. 
16The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, says the Lord. Do you remember that boast of 
yours? “We are heroes, mighty men of war”? But now Moab is to be destroyed; her destroyer is on 
the way; her choicest youth are doomed to slaughter, says the King, The Lord of Hosts, The God of 
Israel. Calamity is coming fast to Moab. O Friends of Moab; weep for her and cry! See how the strong, 
the beautiful is shattered! Come down from your glory and sit in the dust, O people of Dibon, for those 
destroying Moab shall shatter Dibon too, and tear down all her towers. Those in Aroer stand anxiously 
beside the road to watch, and shout to those who flee from Moab; “What has happened there”? And 
they reply; “Moab lies on ruins, weep and wail. Tell it by the Banks of the Arnon, that Moab is 
destroyed.” All the cities of the tablelands lie in ruins too! For God’s judgement has been poured out 
on all of them ~ on Holon, and Jahazah, and Mephaath, and Dibon, and Nebo, and Bethdiblathaim, and 
Kiriathaim and Bethgamul and Bethmeon, and Kerioth, and Bozrah ~ and all of the cities of the land of 
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Moab, both far and near. The strength of Moab is ended ~ her horns have been cut off; and her arms 
are broken. She has been totally disabled by the Word of the Lord. 

4Make you him drunken: for he magnified himself against the Lord; Moab shall also wallow in his vomit, 
and he shall be in derision. 

For ?was not Israel a derision unto thee? *Was he found among thieves? For since you spoke of him, 
you skipped for joy. 

O all you who dwell in Moab, leave the cities and “dwell in the rock, and be like the dove, that makes 
her nests in the sides of the hole’s mouth. 

°We have heard the pride of Moab, (he is exceedingly proud) his loftiness, and his arrogancy, and his 
pride, and the haughtiness of his heart. 

| know his wrath, says the Lord; but it shall not be so; ®his lies shall not so affect it. 

Therefore, will | howl for Moab, and | will cry out for Moab: mine heart ’shall mourn for the men of 
8Kirheres. 

O vine of Sibmah, | will weep for thee with the weeping of Jazer: thy plants are gone over the sea, they 
reach even to the sea of Jazer: the spoiler is fallen upon the summer fruits and upon your vintage. 
°And joy and gladness is taken from the plentiful field, and from the land of Moab: and | have caused 
wine to fail from the winepresses; none shall tread with shouting: their shouting shall be no shouting. 
41Erom the cry of Heshbon even unto Elealeh, and even unto Jahazah, have they uttered their voice, 
from Zoar even unto Horonaim, as a heifer of three years old; For the waters of Nimrim shall be 
?2desolate. 

Moreover, | will cause to cease in Moab; says the Lord, him that offered in the high places, and him 
that burned incense to “their gods”. 

Therefore, my heart shall sound for Moab, like pipes, and my heart shall sound like pipes for the men 
of Kirheres; because “the riches that he had gotten are perished. 

For every head shall be ‘bald, and every beard 7’clipped: and upon all the hands shall be cuttings, 
and upon the loins, sackcloth. 

There shall be lamentations generally upon the housetops of all the houses in Moab, and in the streets 
thereof: for | have broken Moab like 7a vessel wherein there is no pleasure, says the Lord. 

They shall howl, saying; How is it broken down! How has Moab turned the ?back with shame! So shall 
Moab be a derision and a dismaying to all them about him. 

For thus says the Lord: Behold, “°he **shall fly as an eagle, and shall spread his wings over Moab. 
2Kerioth is taken; and the strongholds are surprised, and the mighty men’s hearts in Moab at that day, 
shall be as the heart of a woman in her pangs. 

And Moab shall be destroyed, from being a people, because he has magnified himself against the Lord. 
[BIG MISTAKE!] 

23Fear, and “the pit, and the snare, shall be upon thee, O inhabitants of Moab, says the Lord. 

He that flees from the fear, shall fall into the pit: And he that gets out of the pit, shall be taken in the 
snare: for | will bring upon it, even unto Moab, *°the year of their visitation, says the Lord. 
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They that fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon because of the force: but 1a fire shall come forth out 
of the Heshbon, and a flame from the midst of Sihon, and shall devour ?the corner of Moab, and the 
crown of the head of the *tumultuous ones. 

[LD] Woe be unto thee, O Moab! The people of Chemosh perish; for thy sons are taken “captives and thy 
daughters, captive. 

[LD] *Yet, °will | bring again the captivity of Moab in the latter days, says the Lord. ’Thus far is the 
judgement of Moab. Let her stagger and fall like a drunkard, for she has rebelled against the Lord. 
Moab shall wallow in her vomit ~ scorned by all! For you scorned Israel and robbed her, and were 
happy at her fall. [Nations be warned ~ don’t applaud when another nation falls ~ because God may 
make your nation be next!] O people of Moab, flee from your cities and live-in caves, like doves that 
nest in the clefts of the rocks. We have all heard of the pride of Moab, for it is great. We know your 
loftiness, your arrogance, and your haughty heart. | know her insolence, the Lord has said, but her 
boasts are all false ~ her helplessness is great. Yes, | wail for Moab, my heart is broken for the men of 
Kirheres. 

O men of Sibmah, rich in vineyard harvests, | weep for you even more than for Jazer. For the destroyer 
has cut off your spreading tendrils and harvested your grapes and summer fruits. He has plucked your 
bare. Joy and gladness have gone from fruitful Moab. The presses yield no wine; no-one treads the 
grapes with shouts of joy. There is shouting, yes, but not the shouting of joy. Instead, the awful cries 
of terror and pain rise from all over the land ~ from Heshbon, clear across to Elealeh and to Jahazah; 
from Zoar to Horonaim and to Eglathshelishiyah. The pastures of Nimrim are deserted now. For the 
Lord says; | have put a stop to Moab’s worshipping false gods, and burning incense to idols. Sadness 
sings in my heart for Moab and Kirheres, for all their wealth has disappeared. They shave their heads 
and beards in anguish, and slash their hands and put on clothes of sackcloth. Crying and sorrow will be 
in every Moabite home, and on the streets; for | have smashed and shattered Moab, like and old 
unwanted bottle. How is it broken! Hear the wails! See the shame of Moab! For she is a sign of horror 
and scoffing to her neighbours now. A vulture circles ominously above the land of Moab, says the Lord. 
Her cities are fallen; her strongholds are seized. The hearts of her mightiest warriors fail with fear, like 
women in the pains of giving birth. Moab shall no longer be a nation ~ for she had boasted against the 
Lord. (And pride comes before a fall!) Fear and traps and treachery shall be your lot, O Moab, says the 
Lord. He who flees shall fall in a trap and he who escapes from the trap shall run into a snare. | will see 
to it that you do not get away, for the time of your judgement has come. They flee to Heshbon, unable 
to go farther. But a fire comes from Heshbon ~ Sihon’s ancestral home ~ and devours the land from 
end to end, with all its rebellious people. 

[LD] Woe to you, O Moab; the people of the god Chemosh are destroyed, and your sons and daughters 
are taken away as slaves. But in the latter days, says the Lord, | will re-establish Moab. [Here the 
prophecy concerning Moab ends] 


Chapter Forty-Nine: Judgement of the Ammonites 


1. 8Concerning the Ammonites, thus says the Lord; Has Israel no sons? Has he no heir? Why then does 
*their king (Melcom) inherit Gad, and his people dwell in his cities? 

2. Therefore, behold the days come, says the Lord, that | will cause an alarm of war to be heard in 
10Rabbah of the Ammonites: and it shall be a desolate heap, and her daughters shall be burned with 
fire: then shall Israel be heir unto them that were his heirs, says the Lord. 

3. Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai its spoiled: cry, you daughters of Rabbah, gird you with sackcloth; lament and 
run to and fro by the hedges; for “their king shall go into captivity, and 7his priests and his princes 
together. 

1 Numbers 21:28 ° Jeremiah 46:26 ° [Hebrew]~ Melcom 

2 Numbers 24:17 6 Jeremiah 49:6 10 Ezekiel 25:5, Amos 1:14 
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13. 


14. 


15. 


Wherefore gloriest you in the valleys, tyour flowing valleys, O backsliding daughter? That trusted in 
their treasures, saying; 7>Who shall come unto me? 

Behold, | will bring a fear unto thee, says the Lord God of Hosts, from all those that be about thee: and 
you shall be driven out every man right forth; and none shall gather up him that wanders. 

[LD] And ?afterwards | will bring again the captivity of the children of Ammon, says the Lord. 

The Ammonites: 

What is this that you are doing? Why are you living in the in the cities of the Jews? Aren’t the Jews 
enough to fill them up? Didn’t they inherit them from me? Why then have you, (who worship Melcom), 
taken over Gad and all its cities? | will punish you for this! For the Lord declares, | will destroy your city 
of Rabbah. It shall become a desolate heap, and the neighbouring towns shall be burned. Then Israel 
shall come back and take back her land from you again. She shall dispossess those who disposed her, 
says the Lord. 
Cry out, O Heshbon, for *Ai is destroyed! Weep, you daughters of Rabbah! Put on garments of 
mourning: weep and wail, hiding in the hedges, for your god Melcom shall be exiled alongwith his 
princes and priests. 

You are proud of your fertile valleys, but they will soon be ruined. O wicked daughter, you trusted 
in your wealth and thought no-one could ever harm you. But see, | will bring terror upon you, says 
the Lord God of Hosts. For all of your neighbours shall drive you from your land, and none shall help 
your exiles and they flee. But afterwards, | will restore the fortunes of the Ammonites, says the Lord. 


[But first you must be taught a lesson for stealing Israeli land]. 


The Edomites: 

*Concerning Edom, thus says the Lord of Hosts; °ls wisdom no more in Teman? Is counsel perished from 
the prudent? Is their wisdom vanished? 

Flee all of you, ’turn back, dwell deep, O you inhabitants of *Dedan; for | will bring the calamity of Esau 
upon him, the time that | will visit him. 

°If the grape gathers come to you, would they not leave some gleaning grapes? 7°If thieves by night, 
they will destroy until they have had enough. 

But 4] have made Esau bare, | have uncovered his secret places, and he shall not be able to hide himself: 
his seed is spoiled, and his brethren, and his neighbours, and he is not. 

Leave your fatherless children, And | will preserve them alive and let your widows trust in me. 

For thus says the Lord: Behold, they whose judgement was *not to drink of the cup have assuredly 
drunken: and art thou he that shall altogether go unpunished? You shall not go unpunished! But you 
shall surely drink of it (God’s punishment). 

For #3] have sworn by myself (by my own name) says the Lord, that “Bozrah shall become a desolation, 
a reproach, a wasteland, and a curse: and all the cities thereof shall be perpetual wastes. 

41 have heard “a rumour” from the Lord, and an ambassador is sent unto the heathen, saying; Gather 
you together, and come against her, and rise up to the battle. 

For lo, | will make you small among the heathen, and despised among men. 
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16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


Your terribleness has deceived you, and the pride of your heart, O you that dwell in the clefts of tthe 
rock, that holds the height of the hill: 2though you should make your nest as high as the eagle, *! will 
bring you down from there, says the Lord. 

Also, Edom shall be “a desolation: everyone that passes by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all 
the plagues thereof. 

As for *the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighboring cities thereof, says the Lord, no 
man shall abide there, neither shall a son of man dwell in it. 

Behold, he shall come up ‘like a lion, from ’the swelling of Jordan against the habitation of the strong: 
but I will suddenly make him run away from her: and who is a chosen man, that | might appoint over 
her? For who is like me? And who will ®appoint me this time? And who is that shepherd that will stand 
before me? 


The Edomites: 


The Lord of Hosts says: Where are all of your wise men of days gone by? Is there not even one left in 
Teman? Flee to the remotest parts of the desert, O people of Dedan, (This was located in Northern 
Arabia, and was a flourishing caravan city at the time of Jeremiah and Ezekiel) for when | punish Edom, 
| will also punish you! Those who gather grapes leave a few gleanings for the poor, and even thieves 
in the night don’t take everything, but | will strip bare the land of Esau, and there will be no place to 
hide. 


Her children, her brothers, her neighbors ~ all will be destroyed ~ and she herself will perish also. But 
| will preserve the fatherless children who remain, and let your widows depend upon me. The Lord 
says to Edom: If the innocent must suffer, then how much more must you suffer for your sins! You 
shall not go unpunished! You must drink this cup of Judgement! For | have sworn by my own name, 
says the Lord, that Bozrah shall become heaps of ruins, cursed and mocked, and her cities shall be 
eternal wastes. 


| have heard this message from the Lord: He has sent a messenger to the nations to form a coalition 
against Edom and destroy her. | will make her weak among the nations, and despised by all, says the 
Lord. You have been fooled by your fame and your pride, living there in the mountains of Petra, in the 
clefts of the rocks. But even though you live among the peaks with the eagles, | will bring you down, 
says the Lord. 


And God destroyed Petra, which had beautiful architecture. 


The fate of Edom will be horrible; all who pass by it shall be appalled, and gasp at the sight. Your cities 
shall become as silent as Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighboring towns, says the Lord. No one 
will live there anymore. | will send against them one who comes like a roaring lion from the wilds of 


12 Kings 14:7 4 Jeremiah 18:16 7 Jeremiah 12:5 
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Jordan, stalking the sheep in the fold. Suddenly, Edom shall be destroyed, and | will appoint over the 
Edomites, the person of my choice. For who is like me, and who can call me to account? 


20. Therefore, hear the counsel of the Lord, that he has taken against Edom: and his purposes, that he has 
purposed against the inhabitants of *Teman; Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out: surely, 
he shall make their habitation desolate with them. 

21. The earth is moved at the sound of their fall, at the cry of the noise thereof was heard in the ?Red Sea. 

22. Behold, *he shall come up and fly as the eagle, and spread his wings over *Bozrah: and at that day shall 
the heart of the mighty men of Edom be as the heart of a woman in her pangs of childbirth. What 
shepherd can defy me? Take note: The Lord will certainly do this to Edom, and also the people of 
Teman ~ even little children will be dragged away as slaves. It will be a shocking thing to see! The earth 
shakes with the noise of Edom’s fall: the cry of the people is heard as far away as the Red Sea. The one 
who will come will fly as swift as a vulture and will spread his wings over Bozrah. Then the courage of 
the mightiest warriors will disappear like that of a woman_ in _ labour. 
Damascus: 

23. °Concerning Damascus: Hamath is confounded, and Arpad: For they have heard the evil tidings: they 
are ’fainthearted: there is sorrow °on the sea, it cannot be quiet. 

24. Damascus is waxed feeble, and turned herself to flee, and fear has seized on her: anguish, and sorrows 
have taken her, as a woman in travail. 

25. Howis °the city of ?°praise not left, the city of my joy! 

26. Therefore, her young men shall fall in her streets, and all the men of war shall be cut off in that day, 
says the Lord of Hosts. 

27. And! will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, “and it shall consume the palaces of Benhadad. The 
cities of Hamath and Arpad, are stricken with fear; for they have heard the news pronounced against 
them of their doom. Their hearts are troubled, like a wild sea in a raging storm. Damascus shall become 
feeble, and all of her people will turn and flee. Fear, anguish, and sorrow have gripped her, as they do 
women in labour. O famous city, the city of joy, how you are forsaken now! Your young men lie dead 
in the streets: your entire army shall be destroyed in one day, says the Lord of Hosts. And | will start a 
fire at the edge of Damascus that will burn up all the palaces of Benhadad. 
Kedar and Hazor 

28. Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar shall smite, thus 
says the Lord: Arise you, go up to Kedar, and spoil the men of the east. 

29. Their tents and their flocks shall they take away; they shall take to themselves the curtains, and all 
their vessels, and their camels, and they and they shall cry unto them, “fear on every side. 

30. Flee, get you far off, dwell deep you inhabitants of Hazor, says the Lord: for Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon has taken counsel against you, and has conceived a purpose against you. 

31. Arise, get you up unto the **wealthy nation, that dwells without care, says the Lord, which have neither 
gates nor bars, ?’which dwell alone. 

1 See verse 7 7 [Hebrew]~ melted 44 Jeremiah 20:3 
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32. 


33. 


34, 


35. 
36. 


37. 


38. 
39. 


And their camels shall be a booty; and the multitude of their cattle a spoil; and +4! will scatter into all 
winds them that are 2in the utmost corners; and | will bring their calamity from all sides thereof, says 
the Lord. 

And Hazor shall be 7a dwelling place for dragons, and a desolation forever: there shall no man abide 
there, nor any son of man dwell in it. 


Kedar and Hazor: 

This prophecy is about Kedar (an Arab tribe, living in the desert east of Palestine) and the kingdoms of 
Hazor (not the Hazor mentioned in Joshua and Judges, but a group of Arab tribes), which are going to 
be destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, for the Lord will send him to destroy them. Their 
flocks and their tents will be captured, says the Lord, with all their house hold goods. Their camels will 
be taken away, and around will be the shout of panic. “We are surrounded and doomed!” Flee for your 
lives, says the Lord. Go deep into the deserts, O people of Hazor, for Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
has plotted against you and is preparing to destroy you. “Go,” says the Lord to Nebuchadnezzar. 
“Attack those wealthy Bedouin tribes living alone in the desert, without a care in the world, boasting 
that they are self-sufficient ~ that they need neither walls nor gates. Their camels and cattle shall all 
be yours, and | will scatter these heathens to the winds. From all directions | will bring calamity upon 
them.” Hazor shall be a home for wild animals of the desert. No-one shall ever live there again. It shall 
be desolate forever. 
Elam: 

The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the Prophet, against Elam in the beginning of the reign of 
Zedekiah king of Judah, saying; 

Thus says the Lord of Hosts; Behold, | will break “the bow of Elam, the chief of their might. 

And upon Elam will | bring the four winds from the four quarters of heaven, and will scatter them 
towards all of those winds; and there no nation whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come. 

For | will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies; and before them that seek their lives; and | 
will bring down evil upon them, even my fierce anger, says the Lord: and °! will send the sword after 
them; until | have consumed them all. 

And ‘I will set my throne in Elam, and destroy from thence the king and princes, says the Lord. 

[LD] But it shall come to pass, in the latter days, that | will bring again the captivity of Elam, says the 
Lord. 

Elam: 

God’s message came to Jeremiah, in the fourth year of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah: The Lord 
of Hosts says: | will destroy the army of Elam, and | will scatter the people of Elam to the four winds: 
they shall be exiled to countries throughout the world. My fierce anger will bring great evil upon Elam, 
says the Lord. | will destroy her king and princes. But in the latter days | will bring the people back, says 
the Lord. [As it says in the song: | will bring them all back home again!] 


1 Ezekiel 5:10 3 Jeremiah 9:11 
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Chapter Fifty: Judgement of Babylon 


1. 


10. 


[LD]The Word of the Lord spoken *against Babylon and against the Chaldeans *by Jeremiah, the 
Prophet. 

[LD]Declare you among the nations, and publish, and ?set up a standard: publish, and conceal nothing: 
say; Babylon is taken, *Bel is confounded, *Merodach is broken in pieces; her idols are confounded, her 
images are broken in pieces. 

[LD]For °out of the north, there comes up a nation against her, which shall make her land desolate, and 
none shall dwell therein; they shall remove, they shall depart, both man and beast. 

[LD]/n those days, and in that time, says the Lord, the children of Israel shall come, ’they and the 
children of Judah together, ®going and weeping: they shall go, and °seek the Lord, their God. 

They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thither ward, saying, Come and let us join ourselves to 
the Lord in 7°a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten. 

My people have been lost sheep; their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned them 
away “on the mountains, they have gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their resting place. 
All that found them have devoured them; and their adversaries said; 7We offend not, because they 
have sinned against the Lord, **the habitation of justice, even the Lord, the hope of their fathers. 
Babylon: 

This is the message from the Lord against Babylon and the Chaldeans, spoken by Jeremiah the prophet: 
Tell all the world that Babylon will be destroyed; her god Marduk will be utterly disgraced! For a nation 
shall come down upon her from the north with such destruction, that no-one will live in her again; all 
shall be gone ~ both men and animals shall flee. 

Then the people of Israel as Judah shall join together, weeping and seeking the Lord, their God. They 
shall ask the way back to Zion and they shall start the journey back home again. “Come!” they will say; 
“Let us be united to the Lord with an eternal pledge that will never be broken again.” [Maybe, many 
church organizations need to make this same cry, and make this same proclamation, in an “eternal 
pledge” which cannot be broken again. ] 

My people have been lost sheep. Their shepherds led them astray, and then turned them loose in the 
mountains [without their shepherd]. They lost their way and didn’t remember how to get back to the 
fold. 

And unfortunately, their shepherds (pastors) failed to leave the 99 in the sheepfold and go searching 
for the lost sheep. All who found them devoured them and said: “We are permitted to attack them 
freely, because they have sinned against the Lord, the God of Justice, the hope of their fathers. [Isn’t 
it interesting that even unbelievers know that there is a penalty if you sin against God, the God of 
Justice]. 

Remove (yourselves) out of the midst of Babylon, and go forth out of the land of the Chaldeans, and be 
as the he goats before the flock. 

For lo, | will raise up, and cause to come up against Babylon “an assembly of great nations from the 
north country: and they set themselves in array against her: from thence she shall be taken: their arrows 
shall be as of a mighty *°expert man: none shall return in vain. 

And Chaldea shall be a spoil; all the spoil her shall be satisfied, says the Lord. 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


1Because you were glad, because you rejoiced, O you destroyers of my heritage, because you are grown 
fat as a heifer at grass, and ?bellow as bulls. 

Your mother shall be sore confounded; she that bare you shall be ashamed; behold, the hindermost of 
the nations shall be a wilderness, a dry land, a desert. 

Because of the wrath of the Lord, it shall not be inhabited, but is shall be wholly desolate; “every one 
that goes to Babylon shall be astonished, and hiss at all her plagues. 

Put yourself in array against Babylon round-about; all you that bend the bow, shoot at her, spare no 
arrows: for she has sinned against the Lord. 

Shout against her round-about: °she has given her hand; her foundations have fallen; her walls are 
thrown down: °for it is the vengeance of the Lord: take vengeance upon her: ’as she has done, do unto 
her. 

Cut off the sower, from Babylon; and him that handles the sickle, in the time of harvest; for fear of the 
oppressing sword, *they shall turn everyone to his people, and they shall flee everyone to his own land. 
But now, flee from Babylon, the land of the Chaldeans: lead my people home again, for see, | am raising 
up an army of great nations from the north, and | will bring them against Babylon to attack her, and 
she shall be destroyed. The enemies’ arrows goes straight to the mark; they do not miss! And Babylon 
shall be sacked until everyone is sated with loot, says the Lord. 

Though you were glad, O Chaldeans, plunderers of my people, and are now as fat as cows that feed in 
lush pastures, and neigh like stallions, yet your own mother shall be overwhelmed with shame, for you 
shall become the least of the nations: ~ a wilderness, a dry place ~ a desert land. Because of the anger 
of the Lord, Babylon shall become a deserted wasteland, and all who pass by shall be appalled and 
shall mock at her for all her wounds. Yet, prepare to fight with Babylon, all nations round about; let 
the archers shoot at her, spare no arrows, for she has sinned against the Lord. Shout against her from 
every side. Look! She surrenders! Her walls have crumbled and fallen. The Lord has taken vengeance! 
Do to her as she has done to you! Let the farm hands all depart. Let them all rush back to their own 
lands, as the enemies advance. 

Israel is 7°a scattered sheep; “the lions have driven him away; *“first the king of Assyria, has devoured 
him: and last, the Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon has broken his bones. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, | will punish the king of Babylon and 
his land; “as | have punished the king of Assyria. 

[LD] And 7°! will bring Israel again to his habitation, and he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan, and his 
soul shall be satisfied upon Mount Ephraim and Gilead. 

[LD] /n those days and in that time, says the Lord, *°the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there 
shall be none: and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found, for | will pardon them, ?7whom | 
reserve. The Israelites are like sheep the lion’s chase. First the king of Assyria ate them up: then 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, crunched their bones. Therefore, the Lord of Hosts, the God of 
Israel, says: Now | will punish the king of Babylon, and his land, just as | punished the king of Assyria. 
And | will bring Israel home again to her own land, to feed in the fields of Carmel and Bashan and to 
be happy once more on Mount Ephraim and Mount Gilead. In those “last” days, says the Lord, no sin 
shall be found in Israel, or in Judah, for | will pardon (forgive) the remnant | preserve. 
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21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


Go up against the land tof Merathaim (the rebels), even against it, and against the inhabitants of 
?Pekod: waste and utterly destroy after them, says the Lord, and do according to all that | have 
commanded thee. 

3A sound to battle is in the land; and of great destruction. 

How is “the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder and broken? How is Babylon become a desolation 
among the nations? 

| have laid a snare for thee, and you are also taken, O Babylon, and you were not aware; you are found, 
and also caught, because you have striven against the Lord. 

The Lord has opened his armoury, and has brought forth the weapons of his indignation: for this is the 
work of the Lord God of Hosts, in the land of the Chaldeans. 

Come against her from the utmost border, open her storehouses: cast her up as heaps, and destroy her 
utterly: let nothing of her be left. 

Slay all of her *bullocks: °let them go down to the slaughter: woe unto them! For their day is come, ’the 
time of their visitation. 

The voice of them that flee and escape out of the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion, °the vengeance 
of the Lord our God, the vengeance of His Temple. 

Call together the archers against Babylon: all you that bend the bow, camp against it round about: let 
none thereof escape: 7’recompense her according to her work: according to all that she has done, do 
unto her; for she has been proud against the Lord, against the Holy One of Israel. 

Therefore, shall her young men fall in the streets; and all of her men of war shall be cut off in that day, 
says the Lord. 

Behold, | am against thee, O thou most proud, says the Lord God of Hosts: for thy day is come; the 
time that | will visit you. 

And the proudest shall stumble and fall, and none shall raise him up: “and | will kindle a fire in their 
cities; and it shall devour all that is round about him. Go up, O my warriors, against the land of 
Merathaim (in southern Babylonia) and against the people of Pekod (in eastern Babylonia). March 
against Babylon, the land of rebels, a land that | will judge! Annihilate them, as | have commanded you. 
[Leave nothing alive and standing]. Let the be the shout of battle in the land, a shout of great 
destruction. Babylon, the mightiest hammer in all the earth, lies broken and shattered. Babylon is 
desolate among the nations. O Babylon, | have set a trap for you and you have been caught in it, for 
you have fought against the Lord. The Lord has opened his armoury, and brought out weapons to 
explode his wrath upon his enemies. [Do you realise that the God of Israel, has an armoury in heaven, 
which holds weapons of mass destruction? Why do | say that? Because He wipes out the whole nation 
of Babylon in one day.] The terror that befalls Babylon will be the work of the Lord, the God of Hosts. 
Yes, come against her from distant lands: break open her granaries; knock down her walls and houses; 
make them heaps of ruins and utterly destroy her; let nothing be left. Not even her cattle, woe to them 
too! Kill them all! For the time has come for Babylon to become devastated. 

But my people, will flee; they will escape back to their own country and tell how the Lord their God 
has broken forth in fury upon those who destroyed His Temple. 

Send out a call for archers, to come to Babylon; surround the cities so that no-one can escape. Do to 
her as she has done to others; for she has haughtily defied the Lord, the Holy One of Israel. [God is 
clearly implementing the “golden rule” here.] Her young men will fall in the streets and die: her 


1 [Hebrew]~ of the rebels 7 Jeremiah 46:21, 48:44 12 [Hebrew]~ pride 
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warriors will all be killed. For see, |am against you, O people so proud; and now your day of reckoning 
has come. Land of pride, you will stumble and fall (pride comes before a fall) and no-one will rise you 
up, for the Lord will light a fire in the cities of Babylon that will burn everything around them. 

[T] Thus says the Lord of Hosts; *the children of Israel and the children of Judah were oppressed 
together; and all that took them captive held them fast; they refused to let them go. 

[S, M] 2Their Redeemer is strong: *The Lord of Hosts is His name: *He shall thoroughly plead their cause, 
that he may give rest to the land, and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon. The Lord of Hosts says: The 
people of Israel and Judah have been wronged. Their captors held them and refuse to let them go. But 
their Redeemer is strong. His name is the Lord of Hosts. He will plead their case for them and see that 
they are freed to live again in peace and quietness in Israel. As for the people of Babylon ~ there is no 
promises to bring His people back home 
again].https://youtu.be/mCQVwSqjG34?t=1 A wonderful worship song of this promise. 


A sword is upon the Chaldeans, says the Lord, and upon the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon here 
A sword is upon the liars: and they shall °dote: a sword is upon her might men: and they shall be 


A sword is upon their horses, and upon their chariots, and upon all ’the mingled people that are in the 
midst of her: and ®they shall become as women: a sword is upon her treasures: and they shall be robbed. 
A *drought is upon her waters; and they shall be dried up: for it is the land of ?°graven images, and they 


Therefore, the wild beasts of the desert, with the wild beasts of the islands shall dwell there, and the 
owls shall dwell therein: and it 74shall not more be inhabited for ever: neither shall it be dwelt in from 


12As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbouring cities thereof, says the Lord; so, shall 
no man abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein. 
13Behold, a people shall come “from the north, and *°a great nation, and many kings shall be raised up 


They shall hold the bow and the lance: they are cruel, and will not show mercy: their voice shall roar 
like the sea, and they shall ride upon horses, every one put in array, like a man to the battle, against 


The king of Babylon has heard the report of them, and his hands are waxed feeble: anguish took hold 
16Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of the Jordan unto the habitation of the strong: 


but | will make them suddenly run away from her: and who is a chosen man, that | may appoint over 
her? For who is like me? And who will ?’appoint me the time? And who is “that shepherd that will stand 
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35. 

princes and upon her wise men. 
36. 
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37. 
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39. 

generation to generation. 
40. 
41. 

from the coasts of the earth. 
42. 

thee, O Babylon. 
43. 

of him, and pangs of a woman in travail. 
44. 

before me? 
45. 


Therefore, hear you all *°the counsel of the Lord, that he has taken against Babylon; and his purpose 
that he has purposed against the land of the Chaldeans: Surely the least of the flock shall draw them 
out; surely, he shall make their habitation desolate with them. 
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At the noise of the taking of Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is heard among the nations. The 
sword of destruction shall smite the Chaldeans, says the Lord. It shall smite the people of Babylon ~ 
here princes and her wise men also. All of her wise men shall become fools! Panic shall seize her 
mightiest warriors! War shall devour her horses and chariots, and her allies from other lands shall 
become as weak as women. Her treasures shall be all robbed: even her water supply shall fail. And 
why? Because the whole land is full of images, and the people are madly in love with their idols. 
Therefore, this city of Babylon shall become inhabited by ostriches and jackals; it shall become home 
for the wild animals of the desert. Never again shall it be lived in by human beings; it shall lie desolate 
forever. The Lord declares that He will destroy Babylon, just as he destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah 
and their neighbouring towns. No-one has lived in them since, and no-one shall live in Babylon either. 
See them coming! A great army from the north! It is accompanied by many kings, called by God from 
many lands. They are fully armed for slaughter; they are very cruel and they will show no mercy; their 
battle cry roars like the surf against the shoreline. O Babylon, they ride against you fully ready for 
battle. 

When the king of Babylon received the dispatch, his hands fell completely helpless, at his sides: pangs 
of terror gripped him, like the pangs of a woman in labour. 

“| will send against them an invader that will come against them suddenly, like a lion from the jungle 
of Jordan, that leaps upon the grazing sheep. | will put her defenders to flight and appoint over them 
whomsoever | please. For who is like me? What ruler can oppose my will? Who can call me to 
account? Therefore, listen to the plan of the Lord against Babylon, and the land of the Chaldeans. 
For even little children shall be dragged away as slaves; Oh, the horror, oh, the terror.” The whole 
earth shall shake at Babylon’s fall, and her cry of despair shall be heard around the world. 


Chapter Fifty-One: God’s severe judgement against Babylon 


1. Thus says the Lord: Behold, | will raise up against Babylon them that dwell in the *midst of them that 
rise up against me, 7a destroying wind; 

2. And | will send unto Babylon *fanners, that shall fan her; and shall empty her land; for in the day of 
trouble they shall be against her round about. 

3. Against him that bendeth let the archers bend his bow, and against him that lifteth himself up in his 
“brigandine; and spare ye not her young men; destroy ye utterly all her host. 

4, Thus, the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, and they that are thrust through in her streets. 

5. For°Israel has not been forsaken, nor Judah of his God, of the Lord of Hosts; though their land was filled 
with sin against the Holy One of Israel. 

6. Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul; be not cut off in her iniquity; for ’this 
is the time of the Lord’s vengeance: he will render unto her a recompense. 

7. [T] Babylon has been a golden cup in the Lord’s hand; that made all the earth drunken; *the nations 
have drunken of her wine; therefore, the nations are mad. 

8. [T] Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed; “howl for her: take balm for her pain; if so be, she may 
be healed. 

9. [T] We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed; forsake her; and let us go every one into his 
own country; for her judgement ?reaches unto heaven, and is lifted up even unto the skies. 

10. The Lord “has brought forth our righteousness; Come, and let us declare in Zion, the work of the Lord 
our God. 

1 THebrew]~ heart > Isaiah 54:5-6 9 Isaiah 13:6, Revelation 18: 

2 Jeremiah 4:11 ® Jeremiah 50:8 9,11,19 

3 Isiah 41:16, Jeremiah 15:7, 7 Jeremiah 50:15 10 Revelations 18:5 
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12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 
19. 


Make ‘bright the arrows: gather the shields; the Lord has raised up the spirit of the kings of *the Medes; 
for his device is against Babylon to destroy it; “because it is the vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance 
of His Temple. 

Set up a standard upon the walls of Babylon, °make the watch strong, set up the watchmen, prepare 
the “ambushes; for the Lord has both devised and done that which He spoke against the inhabitants of 
Babylon. 

| will stir up a “destroyer” against Babylon, against that whole land of the Chaldeans, and destroy it. 
Winnowers shall come and winnow her and blow her away; they shall come from every side, to rise 
against her in the day of her trouble. The arrows of the enemy shall strike down the bowmen of 
Babylon and pierce her warriors in their coats of mail. No one shall be spared; both young and old 
alike shall be destroyed. They shall fall down slain in the land of the Chaldeans, slashed to death in the 
streets. [This is NOT a God who is meek and mild.] For the Lord of Hosts has not forsaken Israel and 
Judah. He is still their God, but the land of the Chaldeans is filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel. 
Flee from Babylon! Save Yourselves! Don’t get trapped! If you stay, you will be destroyed when God 
takes vengeance on all of Babylon’s sins. [The People of Israel get warned by God to leave ~ BEFORE 
THE DESTRUCTION STARTS. If they stay behind, they will be killed. Blood on the lintels and doorposts 
of their houses won’t protect them this time. ] 

Babylon has been as a golden cup in the Lord’s hands, a cup from which he made the whole drink and 
go mad. But now suddenly, Babylon too, has also fallen. Weep for her, give her medication; perhaps 
she can still be healed. We would help her if we could, but nothing can save her now. Let her go. 
Abandon her and return to your own land, for God is judging Babylon from heaven. The Lord had 
vindicated us. Come, let us declare in Jerusalem all the Lord our God has done. [Here, we see that the 
Jews get the revelation that the time for saving Babylon has passed; they have sinned so much, that 
there are no more chances for God to continue His mercy towards Babylon; mercy must now be 
superseded by judgement; and God’s judgement to Babylon is total annihilation, of both man and 
beast.] Sharpen the arrows! Lift up the shields! For the Lord has stirred up the spirit of the kings of the 
Medes to march on Babylon and destroy her. This is his vengeance on those who wronged his people 
and desecrated his Temple. Prepare your defences Babylon! 

Set many watchmen on your walls; send out and ambush, for the Lord will do all that He has said he 
would, concerning Babylon. 

O you who dwell upon many waters abundant in treasures, your end is come, and the measure of your 
covetousness. 

The Lord of Hosts has sworn ’by himself, saying; Surely, | will fill you with men, as with (a plague of) 
caterpillars; and they shall lift up 8a shout against you. 

°He has made the earth by his power, he has established the world by his wisdom, and has stretched 
out the heavens by his understanding. 


When he uttered his voice there is a ?°multitude of waters in the heavens; and he caused the vapours 
to ascend from the ends of the earth; he makes lightnings with rain; and brings forth the wind out of 
his treasures. 

Every man “tis brutish by his knowledge; every founder is confounded by the graven image; for his 
molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 

They are vanity; the work of errors; in the time of their visitation, they shall perish. 

The portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of his 
inheritance; The Lord of Hosts is His Name. 


1 [Hebrew]~ pure § [Hebrew]~ those who lie in 9 See verse 19, Jeremiah 10:12- 
* Isaiah 13:17, see verse 28 wait 16 
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21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 
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28. 
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30. 


1You are my battle axe and my weapons of war; for with you | will break in pieces the nations, and 
with you | will destroy kingdoms. 

And with you | will break in pieces the horse and the rider; and with you will | break in pieces the chariots 
and his rider. 

With you also will | break in pieces man and woman; and with you will | break in pieces the old and the 
young; and with you will | break in pieces the young man and the maid; 

! will also break in pieces with you the shepherd and his flock; and with you willl break in pieces the 
husbandman and his yoke of oxen; and with you will | break in pieces captains and rulers. 

3And | will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil that they have done 
in Zion, in your sight, says the Lord. 

Behold, | AM against you, *O destroying mountain, says the Lord, which destroys all the earth; and | 
will stretch out my hand upon you, and roll you down from the rocks, and will make you °a burnt 
mountain. 

And they shall not take of you a stone for a corner, nor °a stone for foundations; but you shall be 
desolate for ever, says the Lord. O wealthy port, the great centre of commerce, your end has come; 
the thread of your life is cut. The Lord of Hosts has taken this vow, and sworn to it on his own name: 
Your cities shall be filled with enemies, liked fields filled with a plague of locusts, and they shall lift their 
voices to the skies with mighty shouts of their victory over Babylon and the Chaldeans. God made the 
earth by his power and by his wisdom. He stretched out the heavens by his understanding. When God 
speaks there is thunder in the heavens, and He causes the vapours to rise around the world; He brings 
the lighting and thunder with the rains, and the winds from his treasuries. Compared to God Almighty, 
men are all stupid beasts. They have no wisdom ~ No! None at all. The silversmith is dulled by the 
glitter in the images he makes; for in making them he lies; for he calls them gods, when there is not a 
breath of life in them at all. Idols are nothing! For He made everything of values that there is, and Israel 
is His nation, the Lord of Hosts, is His Name. [Cyrus was used by God to conquer Babylon (see also 
Isaiah 44:8 and 45:1)] Cyrus is God’s battle axe and sword. | will use you, says the Lord, to break nations 
in pieces and to destroy many kingdoms. With you | will crush many armies, destroying the horses and 
their riders. The chariots and the charioteers ~ yes, and all the civilians too, shepherds and their flocks, 
farmers and their oxen, captains, and their rulers: before your very eyes, | will repay Babylon and the 
Chaldeans for all the evil that have done to my people, Israel, says the Lord. 

For see, | am against you, O mighty mountain, Babylon, destroyer of the earth! | will lift up my hand 
against you, and roll you down from your heights and leave you, a burnt-out mountain. You shall be 
desolate forever. [This complete destruction of the city of Babylon was accomplished by later Persian 
kings. Jeremiah sees here the long-range complete picture of the city’s history, and does not confine 
himself to the exploits of King Cyrus.] Even your stones shall never be used for building construction 
again. You shall be completely wiped out! 

Set up your standard in the land, 7blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare the nations against 
her, call together the nations against her, call together against her, ®the kingdoms of Ararat, Minnie, 
and Ashshenaz: appoint a captain against her, cause the horses to come up as the rough caterpillars. 
Prepare against her the nations with the kings of the Medes, the captains thereof, and all the rulers 
thereof, and all the land of his dominion. 

And the land shall tremble and sorrow: for ®every purpose of the Lord shall be performed against 
Babylon, to make the land of Babylon a desolation, without habitation. 

The mighty men of Babylon have forborn to fight, they have remained in their holds; they might has 
failed them; they became as women; they have burned her dwelling places: her bars are broken. 


1 Jeremiah 50:23 42 Kings 23:13, Isaiah 13:2, 7 Jeremiah 4:5 
* [Hebrew]~ in thee, or by thee Zechariah 4:7 8 Jeremiah 50:41 
3 Jeremiah 50:15,29 > Revelation 8:8 9 Jeremiah 50:45 
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One ‘post shall run to meet another, and one messenger to meet another, to show the king of Babylon 
And that ?the passages are stopped, and the reeds they have burned with fire, and the men of war are 
For thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; the daughter of Babylon is like a threshing floor; ‘it is 
time to thresh her; yet a little while, and *the time of her harvest shall come. 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has devoured me, he has crushed me, he has made me an empty 
vessel, he has swallowed me up like °a dragon, he has filled his belly with my delicates, 7he has cast me 
8The violence done to me and to my flesh, be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion say; and my 
Therefore, thus says the Lord, 7°! will plead thy cause, and take vengeance for you; and | will dry up her 


And Babylon shall become “heaps, a dwelling place for dragons, an astonishment, and a hissing, 


13They shall roar together like lions; they shall “yell as *lion whelps. 
In their heat | will make their feasts, and | will make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep a 


! will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, like rams with ‘the billy goats. 
How is ?’Sheshach taken! And how is the praise of the whole earth surprised! How is Babylon become 


The sea has come up upon Babylon; She is covered with the multitude of the waves. 
Her cities are a desolation, a dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no man dwells, neither does 
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And | will punish 7?Bel in Babylon, and | will bring forth out of his mouth 7°that which he has swallowed 
up; and the nations shall not flow together any more unto him; Yes, the wall of Babylon shall fall. 
Signal many nations to mobilize for war on Babylon. Sound the battle cry; bring out the armies of 
Ararat, Minnie, and Ashshenaz. Appoint a leader; bring a multitude of horses! Bring against her the 
armies of the Medes and their generals, and the armies of all the countries that they rule. Babylon 
trembles and writhes in pain, for all that the Lord has planned against her stands unchanged. Babylon 
will be left desolate, without a living soul. Her mightiest soldiers will no longer fight: they stay in their 
barracks. Their courage is gone; they have become as women. The invaders have burned down the 
houses and broken down the city gates. Messengers from every side come running to the king to tell 
him that all is lost! All of the escape routes are blocked; the fortifications are burning and the army is 
in panic. 

For the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel says; Babylon is like the wheat on the threshing floor; in just a 
little while the flailing will begin. The Jews in Babylon say; “Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, has eaten 
and crushed us and emptied out our strength; he has swallowed us like a great monster, and filled his 
belly with our riches and cast us out of our own country. May Babylon be repaid for all that she did to 
us! May she be paid in full, for all our blood that she spilled!” 

And the Lord replied: | will be your lawyer; | will plead your case; | will avenge you. | will dry up her 
river, her water supply. Babylon shall become a heap of ruins, haunted by jackals, a land horrible to 
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see, incredible ~ without a living soul. 
In their drunken feasts, the men of Babylon roar like lions. And while they lay drunk with all of their 
wine, | will prepare a different kind of feast for them, and make them drink until they fall unconscious 
to the floor, to sleep forever, never to wake up again, says the Lord. | will bring them like lambs to the 
slaughter, like rams and goats. How Babylon is fallen! Great Babylon, lauded by all of the earth. The 
world can scarcely believe its eyes at the suddenness of Babylon’s fall. [God raises up nations, and God 
pulls them down again ~ a severe warning to all nations on earth today!] The sea has risen upon 
Babylon; She is covered by its waves. Her cities lie in ruins ~ she is now a dry wilderness, where no-one 
lives, nor even travellers pass by. And | will punish Bel, the god of Babylon, and pull from his mouth 
what he has taken. The nations shall no longer come and worship him; for the wall of Babylon has 
fallen. 

My people, go out of the midst of her, and deliver every man you soul from the fierce anger of the Lord. 
And lest your heart faint, and you fear for the rumours that shall be heard in the land: a rumour shall 
both come one year; and after that in another year shall come a rumour, and violence in the land, ruler 
against ruler. 

Therefore, behold, the days come, that 7! will 3do judgements upon all the graven images of Babylon: 
and her whole land shall be confounded, and all her slain shall fall in the midst of her. 

Then “the heavens and the earth, and all that is therein shall sing for Babylon; for the spoilers °shall 
come unto her from the north, says the Lord. 

As Babylon has caused the slain of Israel to fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all 7the earth. 

You that have escaped the sword, go away, stand not still: remember the Lord afar off; and let 
Jerusalem come into your mind. 

8We are confounded, because we have heard reproach; shame has covered our faces: °for strangers 
are coming into the sanctuaries of the Lord’s house. 

Wherefore, behold, the days come, says the Lord, that | will do judgement upon her graven images: 
and through all her land the injured shall groan. 

Though Babylon should ?°mount up to heaven, and though she should fortify the height of her strength, 
yet from me shall spoilers come unto her, says the Lord. 

147A sound of a cry comes from Babylon, and great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans. 
Because the Lord has spoiled Babylon, and destroyed out of her the great voice; when her waves do 
roar like great waters, a noise of their voice is uttered. 

Because the spoiler is come upon her, even upon Babylon, and her mighty men are taken, every one of 
their bows is broken: for 7?the Lord of recompenses shall surely requite. 
And 73! will make drunk her princes: and her wise men, her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty 
men: and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, says the King, whose name is the Lord of 
Hosts. 

Thus says the Lord of Hosts: “the broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken; and her high gates 
shall be burned with fire: and *°the people shall labour in vain, and the folk in the fire, and they shall be 
weary. 

Oh, my people, flee from Babylon: save yourselves from the fierce anger of the Lord. But don’t panic 
when you hear the first rumour of the approaching forces. For rumours shall keep coming year by year. 
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Then there will be a time of civil war, when the rulers of Babylon fight against each other. For the time 
is surely coming when | will punish this great city and all its idols.; her dead shall lie in the streets. 
Heaven and earth shall rejoice, for out of the north shall come destroying armies against Babylon, says 
the Lord. 

Just as Babylon killed the people of Israel, so must she be killed. [Do unto others, as you want others 
to do unto you. But | am sure that Babylon never expected this golden rule to be applied to them.] Go! 
You who have escaped the sword! Don’t stand and watch ~ flee while you still can! Remember the 
Lord and return to Jerusalem far away! “We are ashamed because the Temple of the Lord has been 
defiled by foreigners from Babylon”. 

Yes, says the Lord. But the time is coming for the destruction of the idols of Babylon. All throughout 
the land will be heard the groans of the wounded. Though Babylon be as powerful as heaven, though 
she increases her strength immeasurably, she shall still die, says the Lord. 

Listen! Hear the cry of great destruction out of Babylon, the lands the Chaldeans rule, for the Lord is 
destroying Babylon; her mighty voice is stilled as the waves roar in upon her. 

Destroying armies come and kill her mighty men; all her weapons break in their hands, for the Lord 
gives just punishment, and is giving Babylon what she deserves ~ all that she is due. 

| will make drunk her princes, wise men, captains, rulers, and warriors. They shall sleep and not wake 
up again! So says the King, the Lord of Hosts. For the wide walls of Babylon shall be levelled to the 
ground and her high gates shall be burned; the builders from many nations have worked in vain ~ their 
work shall be destroyed by fire. 

During the fourth year of Zedekiah’s reign, this message came to Jeremiah, to give to Seraiah (son of 
Neriah, son of Maaseiah), when he went ‘with Zedekiah the king of Judah into Babylon. And this Seraiah 
was a “quiet prince. 

So, Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that should come upon Babylon, even 2all these words, that 
are written against Babylon. 

And Jeremiah said to Seraiah; When you come to Babylon, and shall see and read all these words; 
Then you shall say: O Lord; you have spoken against this place, to cut it off, so that none shall remain 
in it, neither man nor beast, that is shall be “desolate forever. 

And it shall be, and when you have made an end to reading this book, that you shall bind a stone to it, 
and cast it into the Euphrates: 

And you shall say; Thus, shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that | will bring upon her: 
and they shall be weary. °Thus far, are the words of Jeremiah. 

[These events happened six years after Jeremiah gave this prophecy.] 

During the fourth year of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah, this message came to Jeremiah, to give 
the Seraiah (son of Neriah, son of son of Maaseiah), concerning Seraiah’s capture and his exile to 
Babylon, along with Zedekiah king of Judah. (Seraiah was quartermaster of Zedekiah’s army.) Jeremiah 
wrote on a scroll all of the terrible things that God Almighty has scheduled against Babylon ~ all of the 
words written above, and gave the scroll of Seraiah and said to him; “When you get to Babylon read 
what | have written and say, ‘Lord, you have said that you will destroy Babylon so that not a single 
living creature will remain, and it be abandoned forever.’ Then, when you have finished reading the 
scroll, tie a rock to it and throw it into the Euphrates River, and say, ‘So shall Babylon sink, never more 
to rise, because of the evil that | am bringing upon her. 

[This ends Jeremiah’s message] 


[These are events expanding on Chapter 39] 


1 [Hebrew]~ on behalf of * [Hebrew]~ prince of 3 Jeremiah 50:1-51, 58 


Menucha, or chief 4 [Hebrew]~ desolations 
chamberlain ° Jeremiah 48:47 
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Chapter Fifty-Two: Zedekiah Rebels 


1. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


1Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 
And his mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 

For through the anger of the Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah till he cast them out from His 
presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon. Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when 
he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hamutal (daughter 
of Jeremiah of Libnah). But Zedekiah was a wicked king, just as Jehoiakim was before him. Things 
became so bad at last, that the Lord, in his anger, saw to it that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of 
Babylon until he and his people were ejected from the Lord’s presence in Jerusalem and Judah and 
were taken away as captives to Babylon. 

And it came to pass 2in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, 
that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and pitched against 
it, and built forts against it round about. 

So, the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of Zedekiah’s reign. 

And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there 
was no bread for the people of the land. 

Then the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled; and went forth out of the city by night by the 
way of the gate between the two city walls, which was by the King’s garden. (now the Chaldeans were 
by the city round about), and so they went by way of the plain. 

On the tenth day, of the tenth month, in the ninth year of the reign of Zedekiah, Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon came with all his army against Jerusalem and built forts all around it, and laid siege to the 
city for two years. Then finally, on the ninth day of the fourth month, when the famine in the city was 
very serious, with the last of the food entirely gone, the people in the city tore a hole in the city wall 
and all the soldiers fled from the city during the night, going out by the gate between the two walls 
near the King’s gardens (for the city was surrounded by the Chaldeans), and made a dash for it across 
the plain towards Arabah. 

But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; 
and all his army was scattered from him. 

Then they took the king and carried him up unto the king of Babylon in Riblah, in the land of Hamath: 
where he gave judgement upon him. 

And the king of Babylon slew the sons of before his eyes and also slew all of the princes of Judah in 
Riblah. 

Then he ?put out the eyes of Zedekiah: and the king of Babylon bound him in ‘chains; and carried him 
to Babylon, and put him in °prison till the day of his death. But the Chaldean soldiers chased and caught 
King Zedekiah in the fields near Jericho ~ for all his army was scattered from him. They brought him to 
the king of Babylon, who was staying in the city of Riblah, in the kingdom of Hamath, and there, 
judgement was passed upon him. Nebuchadnezzar made him watch while his sons and all of the 
princes of Judah were killed before his eyes, and then his eyes were gouged out, and he was taken in 
chains & fetters to Babylon, and put in prison for the rest of his life. 

Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, in the nineteenth year of the reign on 
Nebuchadnezzar, came Nebuzaradan, °the captain of the guard ’that served the king of Babylon, into 
Jerusalem. 

And burned the house of the Lord, and the king’s house; and all of the houses in Jerusalem, and all the 
houses of the great men, burned he with fire. 


1 See verse 27, 2 Kings 24:18- 4 [Hebrew]~ fetters 6 [Hebrew]~ chief marshal, or 


25 > [Hebrew]~ house of the Chief of the executioners 


2 See verse 7, Jeremiah 39:1-2 wards 7 [Hebrew]~ stood before 
3 [Hebrew]~ blinded 
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14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


And all the army of the Chaldeans, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down all of the walls 
of Jerusalem round about. 

Then Nebuzaradan that captain of the guard carried away captive of the poor of the people, and the 
residue of the people that remained in the city, and those ‘that fell away, that fell to the king of Babylon 
and the rest of the multitude. 

But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left some of the poor of the land for vine dressers and for 
husbandmen. 

Also, 2the pillars of brass that were in the house of the Lord, and their bases, and the brasen sea that 
were in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans brake, and carried all of the brass off to Babylon. 

The cauldrons also, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the *bowls, and the spoons, and all the vessels 
of brass wherewith they ministered, they took away. 

And the basins and the “firepans, and the bowls, and the cauldrons, and the candlesticks, and the 
spoons, and the cups, that was of gold in gold; and that which was silver in silver, the captain of the 
guard took away. 

The two pillars, one sea, and twelve brasen bulls, that were under the bases, which King Solomon had 
made in the House of the Lord: °the brass of these vessels was without weight. 

And concerning the pillars, the height on one pillar was eighteen cubits: and °a ’fillet of twelve cubits 
did compass it: and the thickness thereof was four fingers: it was hollow. 

And a chapiter of brass was upon it: and the height of one chapiter was five cubits, with network and 
pomegranates upon the chapiters round about, all of brass. The second pillar also and the 
pomegranates were unto these. 

And there were ®ninety-six pomegranates and a side; and all the pomegranates upon the network were 
one hundred round about. On the tenth day, of the fifth month, during the nineteenth year of the reign 
of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon (in July 587 gc) Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, arrived in 
Jerusalem, and burned the Temple, and the palace, and all of the larger homes, and set the Chaldean 
army to work tearing down the walls of the city. Then he took to Babylon, as captives, some of the 
poorest of the people, ~ along with those who survived the city’s destruction, and those who had 
deserted Zedekiah and who had come over to the Babylonian army, and all of the tradesmen who were 
left. But he left some of the poorest people to care for the crops and vinedressers and ploughmen. The 
Babylonians dismantled the two large bronze pillars that stood at the entrance of the Temple, and the 
bronze laver and bronze bulls on which it stood, and carted them off the Babylon. And he took along 
all the bronze pots and kettles, and ash shovels used at the altar, and the snuffers, spoons, bowls, and 
all of the other items used in the Temple. He also took the firepans and the solid gold and silver 
candlesticks, and cups and bowls. The weight of the two enormous pillars and the laver and the twelve 
bulls was tremendous. They had no way of estimating it. (These items had been made in the days of 
King Solomon). For the pillars were each twenty-seven feet high, and eighteen feet in circumference, 
hollow with three-inch walls. The top seven and a half feet (7'/2) of each column had bronze carvings, 
a network of bronze pomegranates. There were ninety-six pomegranates on the sides, and on the 
network roundabout, there were a hundred more. 

The captain of the guard took Seraiah, °*the chief priest, and Zephaniah, the second priest, and ?°the 
three keepers of the **door: 


1 Jeremiah 37:13 ° [Hebrew]~ their brass 9 Jeremiah 20:1 

2 Jeremiah 27:12 ° 1 Kings 7:15 10 Jeremiah 35:4 

3 [Hebrew]~ basins 7 [Hebrew]~ thread 11 [Hebrew]~ threshold 
4 [Hebrew]~ censors 8 1 Kings 7:20 
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25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 
34. 


He took also out of the city a eunuch, which had the charge of the men of war; and seven men of them 
that ?were near the king’s person, which were found in the city: and the “principal scribe of the host: 
who mustered the people of the land; and threescore people of the land, that were found in the midst 
of the city. 

So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, took them, and brought them to the King of Babylon at 
Riblah. 

And the king of Babylon smote them, and put them to death in Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus, 
Judah was carried away captive out of his own land. 

This is the people whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive: *in the seventh year three thousand 
and twenty-three Jews. 

°In the eighteenth year, of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight 
hundred and thirty-two °persons. 

In the twenty-third year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried 
away captive of the Jews seven hundred and forty-five persons. All of the persons were in total four 
thousand six hundred. 

The captain of the guard took along with him, as his prisoners, Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah 
his assistant, the three chief Temple guards, one of the commanding officers of the army, seven of the 
King’s special counsellors, discovered in the city, and the secretary of the general-in-chief of the Jewish 
army (who was in charge of recruitments) and sixty other men of importance found hiding. He took 
them to the king of Babylon at Riblah, where the king killed them all. So it was that Judah’s exile was 
accomplished. The number of captives taken to Babylon in the seventh year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign 
was 3,023. Then eleven years later, he took 832 more, and five years after that he sent Nebuzaradan, 
his captain of the guard, and took another 745, a total of 4,600 captives in all. 

7And it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the reign Jehoiakim king of Judah, in the twelfth 
month, and the twenty-fifth day of the month that Evil-Merodach, king of Babylon, in the first year of 
his reign lifted up the head of 8Jehoiakim king of Judah and brought him forth out of prison. 

And spoke °kindly unto him, and set his throne above the throne of ?°the kings that were with him in 
Babylon. 

And changed his prison garments; and he did continually eat bread before him all the days of his life. 
And for his diet, there was a continual diet given him of the king of Babylon, “every day a portion until 
the day of his death, all the days of his life. On the 25‘ February in the 37" year of the imprisonment 
in Babylon of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Evil-Merodach, who became king of Babylon that year, was kind 
to King Jehoiakim, and brought him out of prison, and gave him new clothes, and fed him from the 
king’s own kitchen as long as he lived. And he was given a regular allowance to cover his daily needs 
until the day of his death. 


Conclusions: 


After reading through fifty-two chapters, of the messages that Jeremiah received from the Lord, one thing 
becomes very clear, and that is that the God of Hosts, the God of Israel, is a “Jealous” God, and that He 
definitely does not tolerate any person or nation worshipping “other gods”. 


12 Kings 25:19 

2 [Hebrew]~ that saw the face 
of the king 

3 [Hebrew]~ scribe of the 
captain of the host 

42 Kings 24:2, 12 


° Jeremiah 37:5 
5 [Hebrew]~ souls 
7 See verse 34, 2 Kings 25:27- 
30 
8 Jeremiah 37:1, compare with 
22:24-30 


° [Hebrew]~ spoke good things 
with him 
10 Jeremiah 27:3 
11 [Hebrew]~ the matter of the 
day in his day 
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Not only is it the first commandment in Exodus chapter twenty, but it is the continual theme, right throughout 
the scriptures. (Both Old and New Testaments) 

The second thing we learn, is that God’s love never changes, and that despite all of the faults of Israel, He 
still loves her, and He still wants Israel to be his wife. He does not divorce her, despite all of her sinful and 
adulterous ways. 

Because of this love, He sends His servants, the prophets, to give specific messages to the nations, so that 
they will come back to Him. 

But if they do not listen to His voice, or the voice of His prophets, and they refuse to follow and obey His 
word, and His commandments, then punishment comes! 

Likewise in the New Testament, Jesus gives clear instructions about what HIS CHURCH is to do: How it is to 
operate in this sinful world, so that MANY others may hear His message, and be given the opportunity to take 
the freely offered gift of salvation. This allows us “once-again” to have unrestricted access into the heavenly 
throne room, and be re-united with the Father, through Jesus Christ, His Son. 

As God the Father chose “different” leaders for “different” tasks in the Old Testament, so Jesus gives clear 
instructions in the New Testament about “different” gifts, “different” offices, and “different” roles, within 
the Body of Christ. 

In John 15:16 this is made perfectly clear: YOU have NOT CHOSEN ME, but ‘I HAVE CHOSEN YOU, and 
“ordained” you (every one of us, as part of the royal priesthood) that you should “GO” (action word) and 
bring forth fruit (another “action” word ~ the positive results of your gifting and labours), and that your fruit 
should remain, (it should not drop off, fall to the ground, and rot): that whatsoever you ask the Father in My 
name (the name of Jesus Christ ~ believing) He may give it to you. 

All through the New Testament, there are “reminders” to listen to “the promptings” of the Holy Spirit, so 
that we all stay on track, that we continue to stay on the path, that the Lord has called each individual disciple 
to walk. 

Jesus prayed all night and then He chose twelve disciples, from many “different” backgrounds, to spread His 
word of salvation, and lead the nations back to Himself. Not all of the disciples were chosen to be pastors to 
the Jews. Not all were chosen to be evangelists, or teachers to the Gentiles. Not all were chosen to be 
prophets to the nations, but each was assigned a specific task to do: to spread God’s word across the world, 
to both Jew and Gentile. 

Sadly, some denominations think that “one shoe fits all situations” and they send out “officers” to lead their 
congregations. But no two congregations are the same, because each congregation has been called to doa 
“different” task in each city, as part of the ONE CHURCH IN THAT CITY. 

Jesus said that HE is the Head, and we are the Body. We are ALL called to be part of HIS FUNCTIONING BODY 
INA CITY, AND A NATION. 

When Jesus is disconnected from His Body, it is like a chook running around with its head cut off, with no 
direction, no unity, no purpose, and no value!! It is no longer a functioning witness for God’s Kingdom. 

The Holy Spirit has been sending this message to the Body of Christ now across the nations for nearly forty 
years. If the Church fails to listen to His Voice after repeated warnings, then punishment WILL FOLLOW, 
because God cannot go against His own word. So, in conclusion, please take a serious study of the seven 
churches in the book of Revelation (in Chapters two and three) and work out where the eight church (your 
church) fits, and whether it needs a makeover to come back into line and become part of HIS CHURCH in the 
end-time harvest that is now upon us. 


1 John 6:70 
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APPENDICES 


Appendix 1 
Who are the Rechabites? 
https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/12616-rechabites 


In 1979, when | was in Saudi Arabia doing a field survey for their new Mobile Telephone System for that 
nation, | came across a tribe of people, who were living in camel hair tents and who refused to drink any 
wine. On asking who these people were, | was told that these were the descendants of the Rechabites, 
mentioned in the Old Testament and they freely travelled across borders from Saudi into Israel, finding 
fodder for their camel, sheep, and goat herds. They were well respected and never troubled anyone, because 
they have God’s peace dwelling with them, just as was promised centuries ago. 
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A Commentary on the 
The Lamentations of Jeremiah 


By 
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Dedication: 


This commentary is dedicated to my wife, Rani, who has been my soulmate and my encouragement for these 
last 39 years, as we have travelled and preached in many nations. There have been many good experiences, 
(and some not so good ones), but throughout these travelling adventures for the Lord, He has always been 
faithful. He is a person we have come to trust, in ALL situations. 


Copyright: 

The contents of this book remain the copyright property of the author, Rev. Dr Jeffry David Camm, and his 
estate, in succession. Permission is given for the use of parts of this document for Bible Study Groups, 
Evangelism, or Private Study. Permission is given for the whole of this document to be reproduced by 
Christian organisations for evangelistic and/or Bible College reference purposes, provided it is not sold for 
profit. 


Foreword: 

The Introduction in the Amplified Bible is as follows: Quote: This book has been traditionally ascribed to 
Jeremiah. Even those who deny him the authorship, suggest that the author was a contemporary of Jeremiah, 
or at least one who saw the ruins of Jerusalem. Since Jeremiah lived in Jerusalem and warned his people 
about the coming destruction for forty years, and then witnessed this terrible judgement, it is reasonable to 
consider that Jeremiah was better qualified than anyone known to history to be the author of this book. 


In the Hebrew text, the first four chapters are acrostically arranged. The twenty-two verses in each of these 
chapters (sixty-six in chapter 3) use the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. In this composition the 
author reflects upon the terrible calamity that has befallen Jerusalem and recognizes that this is the 
judgement of a righteous God. Knowing that God is merciful, he appeals to God in prayer. Unquote. 


Lamentations ~ Chapter One: Jerusalem complains of her grief 

1. How does the city sit solitary that was (once) full of people? *How is she (Jerusalem) become as a 
widow? She, that was great among the nations, and “princess among the provinces? How is she become 
a tributary? 


2. She weeps sorely in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks: among all her lovers she has none to 
comfort her: all her friends have dealt treacherously with her; they have become her enemies. 

3. “Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and °because of great servitude: She dwells among 
the heathen, (but) she finds no rest: all her persecutors overtook her between the straits. 

4, The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the °solemn feasts (the 3 mandatory feasts of 


Passover, Pentecost & Tabernacles): all her gates desolate: her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, 
and she is in bitterness. 

5. Her adversaries are ’the chief, her enemies prosper: for the Lord has afflicted her ®for the multitude of 
her transgressions: her children have gone into captivity before the enemy. 

6. And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed; her princes are become like *harts that find 
no pasture, and they are gone without strength before the pursuer. 

7. Jerusalem remembered in the days of her afflictions and all her miseries all her pleasant things that 
she had in days of old, when her people fell into the hands of the enemy, and none did help her: the 
adversaries saw her, and did mock at her Sabbaths. 


1 Isaiah 47:9, Jeremiah 15:8 ° [Heb]~ for the greatness of 8 Jeremiah 30:14-15 


* Ezra 4:20 servitude 9 [Heb]~ male deer above 5 
3 Jeremiah 22:22, 30:14 ® See chapter 2:6 year’s old 
4 Jeremiah 52:27 7 Deuteronomy 28:13-14 10 THeb]~ desirable 


136 


8. Jerusalem has grievously sinned: therefore she *is removed; all that honoured her (now) despise her, 
because *they have seen her nakedness: Yes, she sighed and turned backward. 

9. Her filthiness is in her skirts; she ?3remembers not her last end; therefore, she came down wonderfully: 
she had no comforter. O Lord, behold my affliction: for the enemy has magnified himself. 

10. The adversary has spread out his hands upon all her “pleasant things; for she has seen that °the 
heathens enter her sanctuary, whom you did command that they should not enter congregation. 

11.  Allher people sigh, they seek bread: they have given their pleasant things for meat: °to relieve the soul: 
see, O Lord, and consider: for |am become vile. 

Jerusalem’s streets once thronged with people, but they are all silent now. Like a widow broken with grief, 

she sits alone in her mourning. She, once queen of the nations, is now a slave. She sobs through the night 

and tears run down her cheeks. Among all her lovers, there is none to help her. All her friends are now her 

enemies. 

Why is Judah led away, a slave? Because of all the wrong that she did to others, making them her slaves. Now 

she sits in exile far away. There is no rest, for those that she persecuted, for they have turned and conquered 

her. 

The roads to Zion mourn, no longer filled with joyous crowds who come to celebrate the joyous feasts: the 

city gates are silent, her priests groan, her virgins have been all dragged away. Bitterly she weeps. 

Her enemies prosper, for the Lord has punished Jerusalem, for all her many sins: her young children are 

captured and taken away as slaves. 

All her beauty and her majesty are gone; her princes are like starving deer searching for pasture ~ helpless 

game, too weak to keep running from their foes. 

And now amidst all Jerusalem’s sadness, she remembers the happy bygone days. She thinks of all the precious 

joys she had before her mocking enemy struck her down ~ and there was no-one to come to her aid. 

For Jerusalem sinned so horribly; therefore, she is tossed away, like dirty, filthy rags. All the nations who 

previously honoured her, despise her now, for they have seen her stripped naked and humiliated. She groans 

in shame and hides her face. 

She indulged herself in immorality, and refused to face the fact that punishment was sure to come. [At God’s 

“appointed time” his mercy for a nation will cease, and His judgement shall befall them! This is a clear 

warning for all nations!] Now she lies in the gutter, with no-one to lift her out. “O LORD”, she cries, “see my 

plight. The enemy has triumphed.” 

Her enemies have plundered her completely, taking everything precious she owns. She has seen foreign 

nations come in and violate her sacred Temple ~ foreigners, you O LORD had forbidden to enter. 

Her people groan and cry out for bread: they have sold all they have for food (during the 2-year siege) and 

now they have little strength left. “Look, O Lord,” she prays, “and see how I’m despised.” 

12.  °lIs it nothing to you, all you who °pass by? Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, 
which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord has afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. 

13. Fromabove has he sent fire into my bones, and it prevails against them: ?°He has spread a net for my 
feet: He has turned me back: He has made me desolate and faint all the day. 

14. “The yoke of my transgressions is bound by His hand: they are **wreathed and come up upon my neck: 
He has made my strength to fall: The Lord has delivered me into their hands, from whom | am unable 


to rise-up. 
1THeb]~ is become a > Psalm 79:1, Jeremiah 51:51 ° [Heb]~ pass by the way 
removing, or wandering 5 [Heb]~ to make the soul to 10 Ezekiel 12:13, 17:20 
? Ezekiel 16:37, Hosea 2:10 come again 11 Deuteronomy 28:48 
3 Isaiah 47:7, Deuteronomy 7 A reference to Israel & Egypt 12 Job 40:17 
32:9 being allies 
4 [Heb]~ desirable 8 [Heb]~ It is nothing 
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15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


The Lord has trodden under foot all my mighty men, in the middle of me: He has called and assembly 
against me, to crush my young men; The Lord has trodden ?the virgin, the daughter of Judah, as in the 
winepress. 

For these things | weep: my eye: my eye, runs down with water, because the comforter that should 
‘relieve my soul is far from me: my children are desolate, because the enemy has prevailed. 

Zion °spreads forth her hands; and there is none to comfort her: The Lord has commanded concerning 
Jacob, that his adversaries should be round about him: Jerusalem is like °a menstruous woman among 
them. Is It nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, 
because of all that the Lord has done to me, in the day of his fierce anger. He has sent fire from heaven 
that burns within my bones; He has placed a pitfall in my path, and turned me back. He has left me sick 
and desolate, the whole day through. He wove my sins into ropes, to hitch my yoke to slavery. He 
sapped my strength, and gave me to my enemies; | am helpless in their hands. 


The Lord has trampled all my might men. A great army has come at His command to crush the noblest 
youth. The Lord had trampled His beloved city, as grapes in a winepress. For all these things | weep: 
tears flow down my cheeks. My Comforter is far away ~ He who alone could help me. My children have 
no future; we are a conquered land. Jerusalem pleads for help, but no-one comforts her. For the Lord 
has spoken: “Let her neighbours be her foes! Let her be thrown out like filthy rags!” 


The Lord is righteous! For | have rebelled against His 7commandment: hear, | pray you, all people, and 
behold my sorrow: my virgins and my daughters are gone into captivity. 

| called for my lovers, but they deceived me: my priests and my elders gave up the ghost in the city, 
while they sought their meat, °to relieve their souls. 

Behold, O Lord: for | amin distress; ’my bowels are troubled; mine heart is turned within me: for | have 
grievously rebelled: “abroad the sword bereaves, at homes there is as death. 

They have heard that | sigh: there is none to comfort me: 72all mine enemies have heard of my troubles: 
They are glad that You have done it: You will bring the day that You have *3called, and they shall be like 
unto me. 

441 et all their wickedness come before You: and do unto them, as You have done unto me, for all my 
transgressions: for my sighs are many, and my heart is faint. 

And the Lord is right, for we have rebelled. And yet, O people everywhere, behold and see my anguish 
and despair ~ learn from my mistakes, for my sons and daughters are taken far away as slaves to distant 
lands. 

| begged my allies for help. False hope ~ they could not help me at all. Nor could my priests, nor my 
elders ~ they were starving in the streets, searching through the garbage dumps for scraps of bread. 
See, O Lord, my anguish: My heart is broken and my soul despairs, for | have terribly rebelled. In the 
streets, the sword awaits me: at home disease and death. [There is no escape! ] 


1 Jeremiah 8:16 ® Ezekiel 18:6 11 Deuteronomy 32:25, Ezekiel 
* Isaiah 63:2 7 [Heb]~ mouth 7:15 
3 [Heb]~ the winepress of the 8 Jeremiah 30:14, and see ? Jeremiah 12:14, 25:21 


virgin verse 2 13 [Heb]~ proclaimed 


4 [Heb]~ bring back ° See verse 11 M4 Bsalm 109:15 
> Jeremiah 4:31 10 Lamentations 2:11 1S Egypt 
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Hear my groans! And there is no one anywhere to help me. All my enemies have heard of my troubles, 
and they are glad to see what you have done to me. And yet, O Lord, the time will surely come, ~ for 
you have promised it, ~ when you will do to them exactly what you have done to me. 

Look also on their sins, O Lord, and punish them, just as you have punished me, for my sighs are many 
and my heart is faint. 


Lamentations ~ Chapter Two: Jeremiah laments the misery of Jerusalem 


1. How has the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud His anger, 7and cast down from heaven 
unto the earth the beauty of Israel, and remembered not 3His footstool in the day of His anger! 

2. The Lord has swallowed up all the habitations of Judah, and has not pitied: He has thrown down in His 
anger the strongholds of Judah: He has *brought them down to the ground; He °has polluted the 
kingdom and the princes thereof. 

3. He has cut off in his fierce anger all °the horn of Israel: “He has drawn back His right hand from before 
the enemy, and he burned against Jacob like a flaming fire, which devours round about. 

4, He has bent His bow ®like and enemy: He stood with His right hand as an adversary, and slew “all that 
were pleasant to the eye in the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion: He poured out His fury like fire. 

5. 1°The Lord was as an enemy: He has swallowed up Israel, He Has swallowed up all her palaces; He has 
destroyed his strongholds, and has increased in the daughter of Judah mourning and lamentations. 

6. And “He has violently taken away His 7?Tabernacle: as if it were of a garden: He has destroyed His 
places of assembly: The Lord has caused the solemn feasts and the **Sabbaths, to be forgotten in Zion, 
and *°has despised in the indignation of His anger the king and the priest. 

7. The Lord has cast off His altar: He has abhorred His sanctuary, He has °given up into the hands of His 
enemy the walls of her palaces; ?’they have made a noise in the house of the Lord, as in the day of the 
solemn feast. 

8. The Lord has purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion: *®He has stretched out a line, He 
has not withdrawn His hand from 7destroying: therefore, He has made a rampart and the wall to 
lament: they 7°languished together. 

9. Her gates are sunk into the ground: He has destroyed and broken her bars: **her king and her princes 
are among the Gentiles: 7?the law is no more: “her prophets find no visions from the Lord. 

10. The elders of the daughters of Zion **sit on the ground, and keep silence; they have “cast up dust upon 
their heads; they have girded themselves with sackcloth; the virgins of Jerusalem hang down their 
heads to the ground. 

11. My eyes do fail with tears; my bowels are troubled; my liver is poured upon the earth; *°for the 
destruction of the daughter of my people; because the children and the sucklings swoon in the streets 
of the city. 

12. They say to their mothers: Where is corn and wine? When they swooned as the wounded in the streets 
of the city; when their soul was poured out into their mother’s bosom. 

1 Isaiah 14:15 10 Isaiah 63:10 19 [Heb]~ swallowing up 
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13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


What thing shall | take to witness for thee? *What thing shall | liken to thee, O daughter of Jerusalem? 
What shall | equal to thee, that | may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of Zion? For “thy breach is great, 
like the sea: who can heal thee? 

Thy ?prophets have seen vain and foolish things for thee: and “they have not discovered thine iniquity, 
>to turn away thy captivity: but have seen for thee, false °burdens and causes of banishment. 

All that pass ’by ’clap their hands at thee; they hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, 
saying: Is this the city that men call the perfection of beauty, °the joy of the whole earth? 

10A/| thine enemies have opened their mouths against you: they hiss and gnash their teeth: they say, 
we have swallowed her up: certainly, this is the day that we looked for: we have found, ‘we have seen 
it. 

12The Lord has done that which He has devised: He has fulfilled His word that He has commanded; 73in 
the days of old: He has thrown down and He has not pitied: and He has caused thine enemy to rejoice 
over thee, He has set up “the horn of thine adversaries. 

Their heart cried unto the Lord, *°O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a river day and 
night: give thyself no rest: let not **the apple of thine eye cease. 

Arise: cry out in the night: in the beginning of *’the watches, pour out thine heart 7*like water before 
the face of the Lord: Lift up thine hands towards him for the life of #?thy young children, that faint for 
hunger in the top of every street. A cloud of anger from the Lord has overcast the city of Jerusalem: the 
fairest city of Israel lies in the dust of the earth, cast from the heights of heaven at his command. In his 
day of awesome fury, he has shown no mercy, even to his own Temple [His footstool]. The Lord without 
mercy has destroyed every home in Israel. In his wrath, he has broken down every fortress, every wall. 
He has brought the kingdom to dust, with all its rulers. All the strength of Israel vanishes beneath his 
anger. He has withdrawn his protection as the enemy attacks. God burns across the land of Israel like 
a raging fire. He bends His bow against his people as if he was an enemy. His strength is used against 
them to kill their finest youth. His fury is poured out like fire upon them. Yes, The Lord has vanquished 
Israel like an enemy. He has destroyed her forts and her palaces. Sorrows and tears are his portion for 
Jerusalem. He has violently broken down His Temple, as though it was a booth of leaves and branches 
in the garden! No longer can the people celebrate their Holy Feasts and Sabbaths. God is no respecter 
of persons, Kings and Priests fall alongside all the people, because of His wrath against the whole 
nation. The Lord has rejected his own altar, for he despises the “false worship” of his people: he has 
given their palaces to their enemies, who carouse in the Temple as Israel used to do on the days of the 
Holy Feasts! The Lord was determined to destroy Jerusalem. He laid out an unalterable line of 
destruction. Therefore, the ramparts and the walls fell-down before him. The gates of Jerusalem are 
useless! All their locks and bars are broken, for he has crushed them. Her kings and princes are enslaved 
in far-off lands, without a Temple, and without a Divine Law to govern them, or prophetic vision to 
guide them. The elders of Jerusalem sit on the ground in silence, (remembering now the many 
warnings given by Jeremiah ~ which they ignored); they clothe themselves in sackcloth: they throw 
dust upon their heads in sorrow and despair. The virgins of Jerusalem hang their heads in shame. | 
have cried until the tears no longer come; my heart is broken; my spirit poured out, as | see what has 
happened to my people: little children and tiny babies are fainting and dying in the streets from 
hunger. “Mama, Mamma, we want food,” they cry, and then collapse upon their mother’s shrunken 
breasts. Their life ebbs away like those wounded in battle. In all the world has there ever been such 
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sorrow? O Jerusalem, what can | compare your anguish to? How can | comfort you? For your wound is 
as deep as the sea. Who can heal you? Your “prophets” have said so many foolish things, all false to 
the core. They have not tried to hold you back from slavery, by pointing to your sins. They lied! They 
said “all is well.” All who pass by scoff and shake their heads and say, “Is this the city called ‘Most 
Beautiful in all the world,’ and ‘Joy of All the Earth’?” All you enemies deride you. They hiss and grind 
their teeth and say, “We have destroyed her at last! Long have we waited for this hour and it is finally 
here! With our own eyes we have seen her fall!” But it is The Lord who did it, just as He had warned. 
He has fulfilled the promises of doom He made so long ago. He has destroyed Jerusalem without mercy 
and caused her enemies to rejoice over her and boast in their power. Then the people wept before the 
Lord. O walls of Jerusalem, let tears fall-down upon you like a river; give yourselves no rest from 
weeping both day and night. Rise up in the night and cry to your God. Pour out your hearts like water 
to the Lord; Lift-up your hands to Him; plead for your children as they faint with hunger in the streets. 
Behold, O Lord, and consider to whom you have done this. *Shall the women eat their fruit, and children 
of a span long? Shall *the priest and the prophet by slain in the sanctuary of the Lord? 

The young and the old lie (dead) on the ground in the streets: my virgins and my young men are fallen 
by the sword: *you have slain them in the day of your anger: you have killed and not pitied. 

You have called us ina solemn day my terrors round about, so the day of the Lord’s anger, none escaped 
nor remained: those that | have swaddled and brought up has mine enemy consumed. O Lord, think! 
These are your own people to whom you are doing this. Shall mothers be forced to eat their little 
children ~ those same ones that they bounced upon their knees? Shall priests and prophets die within 
the Temple of the Lord? 
See them lying in the streets ~ old and young, boys and girls, killed by the enemies’ swords. You have 
killed them, Lord, in your anger, you have killed them without mercy! You have deliberately called for 
this destruction: In the day of your anger none escaped or remained. All my little children lie dead 
upon the streets before the enemy. 
[Many 21* century Christians have this image of Jesus as a loving, gentle Jesus, who would not hurt 
anyone! But that is NOT THE CASE!] 


1 Jeremiah 19:9, Chapter 4:10 3 2 Chronicles 36:17, Jeremiah 
2 [Heb]~ swaddled with their 6:11 


hands 4 See chapter 3:43 
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Lamentations ~ Chapter Three: Jeremiah bewails his own calamities & God’s 
Justice 


1 | AM the man that *has seen affliction *by the rod of His wrath. 

2 He has led me, and *brought me into darkness, but not into light. 

3 Surely against me is he turned: he turns his hand agist me all the day. 

4, My flesh and my skin he *has made old; °He has broken my bones. 

5. He has built up (opposition) against me, and compassed me with gall and travail. 

6 He has set me in dark places, as they that be dead of old. 

7. He has hedged me about, ’that | cannot get out: He has made my chain heavy. 

8 Also, ’when I cry and shout, He shuts out my prayers. 

9 He has enclosed my ways with hewn stone, he has made my paths crooked. 

10. He was unto me as °a bear lying in wait, and as a lion in secret places. 

11. He has turned aside my ways, and pulled me into pieces: He has made me desolate. 

12. He has bent his bow, and ?°set me as a mark for his arrow. 

13. He has caused the “arrows of his quiver to enter into my reins. 

14. | was a derision to all my people; and “their song all the day. 

15. Hehas filled me with “bitterness, He has made me drunken with wormwood. 

16. Hehas also broken my teeth with ?°gravel stones, He has *’covered me with ashes. 

17. And you have removed my soul far off from peace; | forget “prosperity. 

18. And!said: My strength and my hope have perished from the Lord: 

19. 1’Remembering my afflictions, and my misery, the wormwood, and the gall. 

20. My soul has them still in remembrance, and is ??-humbled in me. 

21. ‘This |*4recall to my mind, therefore have, | hope. 

| AM the man who has seen the afflictions that come from the rod of God’s wrath. He has brought me into 
the deepest darkness, shutting out all light. He has turned against me! Day and night His hand is heavy upon 
me. He has made me prematurely old and has broken my bones. 

He has built up forts against me, and surrounded me with anguish, sorrow, and distress. He buried me in dark 
places, like those long dead in their graves. He has walled me in; | cannot escape; he has secured me with 
heavy chains. And even though | cry out and shout, He refuses to hear my prayers! He has shut me into a 
high place, with smooth walls, and put many detours on the path before me. He lurks like a hunting bear, or 
like a lion, waiting to attack me. He has dragged me into the underbrush and torn my flesh with his claws, 
and left me bleeding and desolate. He has strung his bow and aimed it directly at me, and sent his arrows 
deep within my heart. My own people laugh at me: all day long they sing their ribald songs. He has filled me 
with bitterness, and given me a cup of deep sorrows to drink. He has pushed my face into the dirt, that | 
might eat gravel and break my _ teeth. He has rolled me _ in_ dirt and_ ashes. 
Oh Lord, all peace and prosperity have long since gone, for you have taken them all away. | have forgotten 
what enjoyment is. All hope is gone; my strength has turned to water, for the Lord has left me. Oh, remember 
the bitterness and suffering that you have dealt to me! For | can never forget these awful years; always my 
soul shall live in utter shame. 
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22. It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not (totally) consumed, *because His compassions fail not. 

23. They are new “every morning: great is they faithfulness. 

24. The Lord is *my portion, says my soul; therefore, will | hope in Him. 

25. The Lord is good unto them that wait for Him, to the soul that seeks him. 

26. It is good that a man should both °hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. 

27.  °It is good for a man ’that he bears the yoke in his youth. 

28. He sits alone and keeps silence, because he has borne it upon him. 

29. *He puts his mouth in the dust; if so there may be hope. 

30. He gives his cheek to him that smites him, he is filled full of reproach. 

31.  Forthe Lord will not cast off forever: 

32. But though He cause grief, yet will He have compassion according to the multitude of His mercies. 

33. For?°He does not afflict “willingly nor grieve the children of men. 

34, Tocrush under His feet all the prisoners of the earth. 

35. To turnaside the right of a man before the face of ?7the Most-High God. 

36. Tosubvert a man in his cause, the Lord “approves not. 

His compassion never ends! Great is His faithfulness; His loving kindness renews every morning. My soul 
claims the Lord as my inheritance; therefore, | will have hope in Him. The Lord is wonderfully good to those 
who wait for Him; to those who diligently seek for Him. It is good both to wait, and to hope quietly for the 
salvation of the Lord. It is good for a young man to understand discipline, for it causes him to sit apart in 
silence beneath the Lord’s demands; to lie face downward in the dust (in total submission); then at last, there 
is hope for him. Let him turn the other cheek, to those who strike Him, and accept their awful insults, for the 
Lord will not abandon Him forever. Although God Almighty gives him grief, yet He will show compassion too, 
according to the greatness of His loving-kindness. For He does not enjoy afflicting men and causing sorrow. 
But you have trampled and crushed beneath your feet the lowly of this world, and deprived men of their 
God-given rights, and refused them justice. No wonder the Lord has had to deal with you! 

37. “Who is he that says, and it comes to pass, when the Lord commands it not? 

38. Out of the mouth of the Most-High proceeds not evil and good? 

39. Wherefore does a living man ® complain, a man for the punishment of his sins? 

40. Letussearchand try our ways, and turn again to the Lord. 

41. Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens. 

42. We have transgressed and rebelled; you have not pardoned (us). 

43. You have covered with anger, and persecuted us: “you have slain, you have not pitied. 

44. You have covered yourself with a cloud, ?°that our prayers should not pass through. 

45. You have made us as 7°the off-scouring and refuse in the midst of the people. 

46. All our enemies have opened their mouths against us. 

47. Fearanda snare are come upon us, desolation and destruction. 

48. Mine eyes run down with rivers of water for the destruction of the daughter of my people. 

49. Mine eyes trickle down, and cease not, without any intermission. 

50. Till the Lord looked down, and behold from heaven. 
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51. Mine eyes affected *mine heart, *because of all the daughters of my city. 

52. Mine enemies chased me sore, #like a bird, ‘without cause. 

53. They have cut off my life °in the dungeon, and ®cast a stone upon me. 

54. Waters flowed over my head: Then | said, *! am cut off. For who can act against you without the Lord’s 
permission? It is the Lord who helps one and hurts another. Why then should we, mere mortals as we 
are, murmur and complain for our sins? Let us examine ourselves instead, and repent and turn again 
to the Lord. Let us lift our hearts and hands to him in Heaven, for we have sinned; we have rebelled 
against the Lord, and He has not forgotten it. You have engulfed us by your anger, Lord, and slain us 
without mercy. You have veiled yourself as with a cloud, so that our prayers will not reach through to 
you. You have made us as refuse and garbage among the nations. All of our enemies have spoken out 
against us. We are filled with fear, for we are trapped, and desolate, and destroyed. My eyes flow 
continually day and night with never-ending streams of tears because of the destruction of my people. 
Oh, that the Lord may look down from heaven and respond to my cry! My heart is breaking over what 
is happening to the young virgins of Jerusalem. My enemies, whom | have never harmed, chased me 
as though | was a bird. They threw me in a well, and then capped it with a large rock. The water flowed 
over me head. | thought; This is the end! 

55. | called upon your name oh Lord; out of the low dungeon. 

56. You have heard my cry: hide not your ear at my *breathing, at my cry. 

57. ?°You drew near in that day that | called you & you said; Fear Not! 

58. OLord, you have pleaded the causes of my soul; you have redeemed my life. 

59. OLord, you have seen my wrong; “judge thou, my cause. 

60. You have seen all of their vengeance and all ?2their imaginations against me. 

61. You have heard their reproach, O Lord, and all their imaginations against me. 

62. The lips of those that rose up against me, and their devices against me all of the days. 

63. Behold their rising up and their *?sitting down, | am their music. 

But | called upon your name, O Lord, from deep within the well, and you heard me! You listened to my 
pleading; you heard my weeping! Yes, you came at my despairing cry, and told me not to fear. 

Oh Lord, you are my lawyer! Plead my case! For you have redeemed my life! You have seen the wrong that 

they have done to me; be my judge to prove me right. You have seen the plots my foes have laid against me. 

You have heard the vile names that they have called me; and all they say about me, and their whispered 

plans. See how they laugh and sing with glee, preparing my doom. 

64. “Render unto them a recompense, O Lord, according to the works of their hands. 

65. Give them ‘sorrow of heart, they curse be unto them. 

66. Persecute and destroy them in anger, ?’from under the heavens of the Lord. 

O Lord, repay them well for all of the terrible and evil things that they have done. Harden their hearts and 

curse them, Lord. Go after them in fierce pursuit, and wipe them off the face of the earth, beneath the 

heavens of the Lord. 


1 [Heb]~ my soul 7 Psalm 69:2 M4 Bsalm 28:4 


2 [Heb]~ more than all 8 Psalm 88:5 15 Jeremiah 11:20, 2 Timothy 
3 Psalm 11:1 ° Exodus 8:15 4:14 
4 Psalm 35:19 10 James 4:8 16 [Heb]~ Obstinacy of heart 
> Jeremiah 37:16, 38:6,9-10 11 Bsalm 9:4 & 35:23 iy Deuteronomy 25:19, 
5 Daniel 6:17, compare with 12 Jeremiah 11:19 Jeremiah 10:11 

Job 12:14 13 Psalm 139:2 


144 


Lamentations ~ Chapter 4: Zion’s Pitiful Estate 


1. 


11. 


12. 


How is the gold become dim! How is the fine gold changed! The stones of the sanctuary are poured out 
tin the top of every street. 

The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how they are esteemed as “earthen pitchers, the 
work of the hands of the potter. 

Even the *sea monsters draw out the breast, they give suckling to their young ones: the daughter of my 
people is become cruel, like *the ostriches of the wilderness [leaving the babies to fend for themselves]. 
The tongue of the suckling child *cleaves to the roof of his mouth because of thirst: °the young ask for 
bread, and no man breaks it for them. 

They that did feed delicately are desolate in the streets: they that were brought up in scarlet “embrace 
dunghills. 

For the §punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than the punishment of the 
sin of Sodom, *that was overthrown as ina moment, and no hands stayed on her. 

Her 7°Nazarites were purer than snow, they were whiter than milk, they were ruddier, in body than 
rubies, their polishing was of sapphire. 

Their visage is “blacker than a coal: they are not known in the streets; ‘their skin cleaves to their bones; 
it is withered, it is like a stick. 

They that be slain with the sword, are better than they that be slain with hunger: for these *?pine away, 
stricken through for want of the fruits of the field. 

“The hands of the pitiful women have soddened their own children: they were their meat in the 
destruction of the daughters of my people. 

The Lord has accomplished his fury; He has poured out his fierce anger, and has kindled a fire in Zion, 
and it has devoured the fountains thereof. 

The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the world, would not have believed that the adversary 
and the enemy should have entered-into the gates of Jerusalem. Look how the finest gold has lost its 
lustre. For the inlaid Temple walls are demolished and scattered in the streets. The cream of our youth 
~ the finest of the gold ~ are treated like earthenware pots. Even the jackals feed their young, but not 
our people, Israel. They are like cruel ostriches, heedless of their babies’ cries. The children’s tongues 
stick to the roof of their mouths because of their great thirst ~ there is not one drop of water left. 
Babies cry out for bread, but alas there is none left. Those who used to eat fastidiously are begging in 
the streets for anything at all to eat. Those who were brought up in palaces are now scratching in 
garbage pits for any scraps of food they can find. For the sins of my people are far worse than that of 
Sodom, where utter destruction struck ina moment, without the hand of man being involved. Once 
our princes were lean and tanned, (literally ~ ‘were purer than snow, whiter than milk, ruddier than 
rubies, polished like sapphires’), the finest specimens of men, but now their faces are black as soot. 
No-one can recognise them. Their skin sticks to their bones; it is dry, hard, and withered. Those who 
have been killed by the sword are far better off than those who die of slow starvation. Tender hearted 
women have cooked and eaten their own children to stay alive; thus, they survived the siege. But at 
last, the anger of the Lord is satisfied; his fiercest anger has been poured out. He started a fire in 
Jerusalem, that burnt it down to the ground, right down to its foundations. Not a king in all the earth 
~ no one in all the world ~ would have believed that any enemy could enter Jerusalem through its 
gates. 
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13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


1For the sins of Her prophets (not God’s prophet), and the iniquities of her priests, that have shed the 
blood of the just in the midst of her. 

They have wandered as blind men in the streets, they have polluted themselves with blood, ?so that 
men could not touch their garments. 

They cried unto them; ‘it is unclean; depart, depart, touch not: when they fled away and wandered, 
they said among the heathen, they shall no more sojourn there. 

The anger of the Lord has divided them; he will no longer regard them; they respected not the persons 
of the priests, ’they favoured not the elders. 

As for us, our eyes are yet failed, ®for our vain help: in our watching we have watched °for a nation that 
could not save us. 

10They hunt our steps, that we cannot go into our streets: our end is near; our days are fulfilled; for our 
end is come. 

Our persecutors are “swifter than the eagles of the heavens: they pursued us upon the mountains, they 
laid wait for us in the wilderness. [There was no escape!] 

The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord, was taken in their pits, of whom we said; Under his 
shadow we shall live among the heathens. Yet God permitted it because of the sins of her prophets 
and priests, who defiled the city by shedding innocent blood. Now, these same men are blindly 
staggering through the streets, covered with blood, and defiling everything they touch. “Get Away!” 
The people shout at them. “You are defiled!” They flee to distant lands and wander there among the 
foreigners: but none of these countries will let them stay! The Lord Himself has dealt with them: He 
no longer helps them, for they persecuted the priests and elders who remained true to God. [This is 
what will happen in the end-time church also]. We look for our allies to come and save us, but we look 
in vain. The nation we expected most to help us makes no move to help us at all. [In the end-time 
church, this will happen also. National Agreements will be ignored or broken.] We can’t go into the 
streets, without danger to our lives. Our end is near ~ our days are numbered. We are doomed. Our 
enemies are swifter than eagles; if we flee to the mountains, they still find us. If we hide in the 
wilderness, they are waiting for us there. Our king ~ the life of our life, the Lord’s anointed ~ was 
captured in their snares. Yes, even our mighty king, about whom we had boasted that under his 
protection we could hold our own against any nation on earth! 

Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, that dwells in the land of 17Uz; “the cup shall also pass 
through unto thee: you shall become drunk and naked. 

4The punishment of your iniquity is accomplished, O daughter of Zion: he will no longer carry you away 
into captivity: he will visit your iniquity, O daughter of Edom: he will discover your sins. Do you rejoice, 
O people of Edom, in the land of Uz? But you to will feel the awful anger and fury of the Lord. Israel’s 
exile for her sins will end at last: But Edom’s punishment will NEVER end! 


1 Jeremiah 5:31, 6:13 > Leviticus 13:45 11 Jeremiah 4:13 
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Lamentations ~ Chapter Five: Zion’s complaint in Prayer to God 


1. 4Remember, O Lord what is come upon us: consider, and behold our reproach. 

2. 2Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our houses to aliens. 

3. We are orphans and fatherless, our mothers are as widows. 

4, We have drunken water for money and our wood 3is sold unto us. 

5. 4Our necks are under persecution: we labour and have no rest. 

6. °We have given the hand to the Egyptians, and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread. 

7. Our fathers have sinned, and are not; and we have born their iniquities. [God promised that if Israel 
sinned, then the sins of the fathers would be upon the children’s, children’s, children ~ (punishment 
for four generations)] 

8. ®Servants have rules over us: there in none that deliver us out of their hand. 

9. We get out bread with the perils of our lives because of the sword of the wilderness. 

10. Our skin was black like an oven because of the terrible famine. 

11. °?They ravished the women in Zion, and the maids in the cities of Judah. 

12. Princes are hanged up by their hand: the faces of *°elders were not honoured. 

13. They took the young men “to grind, and the children fell under the wood. 

14. The elders have ceased from the gate, the young men from the music. 

15. The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is turned into mourning. 

16. The crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that we have sinned. 

17. Forthis our heart is faint; for these things our eyes are dim. 

18. Because of the mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk upon it. 

19. Thou, O Lord, remains forever: “thy throne from generation to generation. 

20. Wherefore dost thou forget us forever, and forsake us so long time? 

21. 1°Turn thou us unto thee; O Lord, and we shall be turned: renew our days as of old. 

22. 1’But thou have utterly rejected us; thou art very wrath against us. 

O LORD, please remember all that has befallen us; see what sorrows we must bear! Our homes, our 
nation, are now filled with foreigners. We are orphans~ our fathers are dead, our mothers widowed. 
We must even pay for the water we drink; Our wood and fuel are is sold to us at the highest prices ~ 
we are being ripped off! 

We bow our necks beneath the victor’s feet: unending work is now our lot. We beg for bread from 
Egypt, and from Assyria too. 

Our fathers sinned, but they died before the hand of judgement fell upon them. We have borne the 
blow that was intended for them. It is humiliating; our servants have now become our masters; there 
is no-one left to save us. We went into the wilderness to hunt for food, risking death from our enemies. 
Our skins have turned black from the famine. 

They rape the women of Jerusalem, and the girls in Judah’s cities. Our princes are hung by their 
thumbs. Even the old men are treated with contempt. 

They have taken away all the young men to grind their grain and the little children stagger beneath the 
weight of their heavy loads. 

The older men no longer sit at the city gates conducting their business; the young no longer dance and 
sing. The joy of our hearts has ended: our dance has turned to death and mourning. Our glory is gone. 

1 Psalm 89:50 7 Psalm 119:83 13 Psalm 9:7, 102:12 .... 

2 Psalm 79:1 8 [Heb]~ terrors, or storms 14 Psalm 45:6 

3 [Heb]~ comes for a price ° Isaiah 13:16, Zechariah 14:2 5 Psalm 13:1 

4 [Herb]~ on our necks are we 10 See chapter 4:16 16 Psalm 80: 3,7,19, Jeremiah 
persecuted Judges 16:21 31:18 

> 1 Chronicles 29:24 12 [Heb]~ the crown of our 17 THeb]~ For will thou utterly 

§ Nehemiah 2:10,19 head is fallen reject us? 
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The crown is fallen from our head. Woe upon us for our sins. Our hearts are faint and weary; our eyes 
grow dim. 

Jerusalem and the Temple of the Lord are desolate, deserted by all, except wild animals lurking inside 
the ruins. 

O Lord, forever you remain the same! Your throne continues from generation to generation. Why do 
you forget us forever? Why do you forsake us for so long? Turn us around and bring us back to you 
again! That is our only hope! Give is back the joys we used to have. Or have you utterly rejected us? 
Are you angry with us still? 
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